Latin rhythms fuel ‘Mambo Kings’

Fresh off the boat and bus from
Havana In 1952, brothers Cesar and
Nestor Castillo head for the swanki-
est Mambo palace in New York, The
Palladlum. Soon Cesar ls on stage
with Latln master Tito Puente, per-
forming a hot drum solo.

Like your favorlte stupid muslcal,
“The Mambo Klngs” Is wildly enter-
talnlng, if not espectally plausible,
fueled by the belle! that anythlng
can happen with talent and guts.

It's a mess of & movie fueled by
halry-chested heres and hot Latln
thythms.

Armand Assante has his flashlest
role to date as'Cesar, the more out~
going of the (wo brothers. He's dls.
gustingly macho but loyal to family
and frionds, He remalna wary of
flasky managers who want to con-
trol hls carcer.
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Antonlo Banderas, a regular, In the
filtns of Spanish director Bedro Al-
modovar, makes hls Amerlcan debut
as Neator. He can't scem to get Cuba
or an old flame named Maria out of
his head, even though he trles to
share’ his brother's love of Amerlca
and its opportunity.

IT BECOMES painfully .obvious
early on' that guys domlnate “The
Kings."” Marushcka

SCREEN SCENE.

Detmers, a powerful Internatlonal
actress, is relegated to the role of

Nestor’s long-suffering wife who”

watches him reach the top on a Jove
song written for Maria, the woman
whose name he mumbles In his
steep,

Cathy Morlarity bas even less to

do as Cesar’s girlfriend, She pops In .

and out of the flim while nover es-
uhlhhlng_ much of a character. It's

CAPITOL THEATRE, 121 Unlver-
sity, Windsor, Call (519) 254-FILM
_for informatlon. {$4)

"Beneath the Vatley of l.he Ultra-
vixens” (USA —:19879), 9 p.m. March
16-17, Russ Meyer focuses on the
chaotic sexual ncuroses of a amall

Californla town in this vintage bit of "

campy cxplalullun. scripted by R.
Hyde {better known as Roger Ebert)

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-:
teoit ‘Instltute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Call 832-2730 for
lnlarm:lllon {15)

*“Black Lizard” (Japan = . 1968), 7
and 8:30 p.m, March 20-21 and 4 and
7 p.m. March 22. Originally flimed in -
1968, thls wacky Oriental film nolr -

I only recently found its way to
lnml!nllcd States, Written by the

great Yuklo Mishima, who also ap-’

.pears In.the flim wcnrﬂng nou:lng
buta ]ulm:lulh .

" HENLY FDRD CENTENN‘[AL
LIBRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave.,
Dearbern, Call 943-2037 for informa-
tlon. (Free)

“Here Comes Kclly" (USA  —

. 1943), 7 p.m. March 16. Just in time
for St. Paddy's Day, Eddle Quillen
.stars in this story of an lrresponsible
Irishman who can't keep his job.,

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE,
22918 Woodward Ave., Femdale.
Call 544-3030 for Information. {$3; $2
students and senlor citizens) *

Fllm nolr double bill ura™
{USA — 1944) 7 p.m. and “Shock
Corrldor" (USA = [963) 6:45 p.m.
March 16-17, The restored verslon of *
“Laura” stars Dana Andrews as a
police - detective Inveatigating .the”
murder of a beautiful woman (Gene'
Tlerney), whose painted image he
finds himself strangely attracted to.
“Corridor” Is direcior Sam Fuller's
gritty examination of a Pulltzer-hun-
gry journalist (Peter Breck) who
gets himself locked. [n an asylum so

vhe can nvestigate an unsolved mur-
.'der. The only problem i1 .that he
" starta to ‘go crazy.Inithe pmci::
Constance Towers co-stars. -,

“The Shinlng” (USA .—
m. March, 18. .Jack + Nicholson,
ocked 1n a mysterious hotel over the
' wintcr, goes nutty and takes off af-
"ter the famlly wlih an ax In.this.ad-
“aptatlon of the Stephen King novel.
Continuing an ambitious. tribste to
director Stantey Kubrick, -

"Pink Floyd at Pompell" (Bﬂlﬂln

-, 1975), 8 and 10:30 p.m.-March 20-
21. The British rock band recorded
live in the Roman amphltheater at

“Pompeil. Much of thelr legendary

L

“who- flnd’ themselves embrolled

, © "Dark Side of the Moon™ album (s

presented here.

MAPLE THEATRE, “35 W.
Maple, Bloom{letd. Call 855-9030 far
show (lmes, (§6; $2.95 twilight)

“Mississlppl © Masala" (USA
" 1992). A likable If not overly lnsplrcd
story about an. African-American,
man and an Indlan-Ugandan woman’

scandal that threatens to unravel the
dellcate balance between thelr two

cultures. From director Mira Nalr-

("Sglupm Bombay!").
MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E. *

" Liberty, Ann Arbor, Call 668-B397
- for information. ($5; $4 xlndnnts and -

senlor eltlzens)
Ann Arbor Fllm Festival — The

" “entire’ week s filled with apécial

cvents paying tribute to the 30th an-
nlversary of this nationally-known .
celebration -of ‘independent “flims.
from around the world. A conference :
takes place In the merning and afier-
noon on March -16. Jurled festival
ofjcrings fill the blll March 1721,
‘while award.wlnners are sercened at
5,7 and 9 p.m. March 22, Don't mlss
It ) EE o

REDFORD ~THEATRE,
Lalser, Delrlt. Call33-1133fo -

Trusted Homatown Ncw;pnbcﬁ 'l"?gn‘t N!ci_m Business,

‘Register.
It's Quick. It’s Easy.
-And it's the Law.

s :wnple Jﬁst go down to" your lacal
post office, fill out @ card and hand it

No. lln is nm adraft. Nn one has
been drafted in over-10 years. You're. -

Just adding your name to a’list incase

there's g national emergency. So

Presented as 2 Pubic Service Announcement

Men,f you're
within one monthof

. your:18th tarthday.
. . . It's uime-toregister |

with Selucuvo Service. -

tea posm) clerk

register now.

S
per couple
includes:

* Glass of Wine

« Appetizer

» Machus Salad

« Dinner Enfiec

= Non-Alcoholic
Bayerages
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'MURDER MYSTERY
DINNER THEATRE

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, FRIDAY, APRIL 3,
& SATURDAY, MAY 16

[ X X XK N I ]

MVS]&P}?_

{$2.50)

“Yankee Doodle Dandy” (USA —
1942), B p.m. March:20:21 (organ
overiure” beglns - 7:3¢ p.m.).. James
Cagney won an Oscar for. hls vivid.

- portrayal of song-and-dance ‘man;

George M. Cohan. Mlchacl Curtlz di-
recled  this star-spangled tribute,
which also features Walter Huston,
Joan Lestle and Jeanne Cagney.

STATE WAYNE THEATER,

35310 ‘Michigan Ave. West, Wayne.

- Call 326-4600 for informatlon. ($2; $1

chlldren and senlor eitlzens).
“Dial M For Murder” (USA' —

. 1954), March 18-22 ‘(call for’ show’
' timea), |

Hlteheock's . -classie  '50s
theiller finds Ray Milland trying o
arrange the, murder of wife Grace
Kclly. ‘The film was shot in 3-D, hul

-won't be shawn that way nrlng
screening. Stll, It’s a treat,
. “Flylng Tige eu“ (USA, — uuz),‘

March 18:22 (call for show Umes).
John Wayne heads the famed Flylog

. Tigers in this World Wac IT actioner

set in China,
— John Monaghan

17360

implled that Cesar remains falthful
(o her, despite hls opportunitles to
slecp with any woman that catches
the flash of hls stiletio smile.

What f{lrsi-time dlrector Atne
Glimeher Jacks In baslc storytelling
_he makes up in visuals and music.
"Thesc keep “The Mambo Kings"
plodding along through the soap op-
cra elements of the plot, which was
based on Oscar Hijuelos' Pulkzer
Prize-winnlng novel.

Expect for a couple of grnpnlc scx
scenes, “The Mambo Kings™
have easily been made in the 1950:
The sét deslgn and clothes evoke the
era, while the garish Technicolor
composltions recall “Weliten on the
Wind” and other campy melodramas
by Dougm Slrk.

CHARACTERS cha-cha acroas the
scieen while the Casillip brothers'
band, The Mambo Kings, struggle to
mnke a lving as meat !ncwry work-
‘ers. On weekends, they play bar
mlizvah, birthday and bachclor par-
ties. untll they .get ol{cm‘l a blg .
break.

That break comes from riene other

than Desi Arnaz {(grotesquely played
by Desi Amaz Jr), who gets the
brothers a spot on the “1 Love Lucy™
show. In a brilliant bit of technlcal
wizardry, the fllm will have you be-
tleving that Lucy is really perform-
Ing a skit with them.

e Mambo Kings" has :lmple .
in " goals and. achleves them for the.

*‘most part with style and flalr. Sce ll
s00n before you grow slck of A
mand Assante, who s destined wl.lh

hold name and ma]or Amerlcnn
hunru.hmb .

A térrified solider” faiten to- ihe
‘muddy- ground on “a. battlefield in-

France durlng World War L. That'sa ', ~

brief scenc, a nlghlmnre of 4 British’
‘veteran, that resonates lhrough the
lIIm *“A Month In the Country.”

Withi a pronounced stammer, Colin
Firth plays.the veteran, one of those
walking” wounded survivors .of. the
war. Takjng a commissién to uncov-
¢er a Medieval mural hidden by lay-

ers of palnt on a church wall, he. |
heads for Yorkshire, his hands txem- .

bllng so badly he has a difflcult time
lighting his cigarette on the train.

Things don’t get any less stressful '
. for the man when he arrives at the .
church, met by a-aurly cleric who ;

makes it clear he doesn’t’want the
palqﬂnguncqven:d .

The sour-faced minister doesn’t
have much cholce since its a require-
ment of a larger bequest from a
wealthy congregation member. Re-
vealing - the rellgious palnting wiil .

: only distract the congregation from -
worshlp says the reverend. But whlile
he's at it, Firth might as well add a

bt of color to’ some of the’ mm'q

{aded sectlons of the anclent work.

- ASECOND profect, funded by the -
same benefactor, is under way-on
' the grounds surrounding the small-,

- played .by Kenneth Branagh, hos
been hired to dig up the body ¢f-an
ancient ancestor burled outside the
church grounds, Branagh i using his
funded purpose to underwrite hls
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annd Anon!e (lett) portrays Cesar canllllo oand Antonlo
this singlé {ilm to become a house- Banderas [s Neator Castillo in “The Mambo Kings,” the story of
‘two' brothers who bring thelr muulr: and dreams -of love and

fame lwm annnn to New York,

‘,Country’ ,Iacks strong plot

M pass the. pOpoorn

: LeAnne Roge,rs'

own Pcmnal nrcheolngl:al scheme
on the slte.

A more aulgalnx ‘and Irlendly sar('

“of chap, Branagh seems Intially. to
have:survived the war. better. than

* Flrth, -But he's developed a sunng .

fondness for trenches.
Dranagh secs the-irony ‘of bclng

OIIC of those who survived the war.

“intact” and bitterly ‘wonders if it

* wouldn't have been easier to deal

wlth the loss of a limb or some other
visible wound.

Rather reluctantly, Firth is sortof
adopted by the local stationmaster's

famlly and.even roped into subsliut-

.ing for the father to.preach 10 a

small chiirch service. He doesn't pro-. © him as useful insurance in gelting di-

vide the usual-fire and brimstone’
sermon the congregation gets !rnm
: the statlonmaster.

those fims that really docsn't have a:

strong plot, It's really a character-

‘study. Firth'and Branagh are young

country church, A second veteran, ¢ men who are welghted with grief at
{helr experiences and haunted hy_

Ihelr memories of war.

THE LARGEST part of theif emo-

SINK
OR
SWIM?

g
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=

American Red Cross

‘dea] with those memorles. Both are
drained and unable 1o move on to the
rest of their tives with any suceess.

.- Firth develops a strong attraction

“for the revérend's rather young wife

and is barely able to speak, let alone

'expu-ss those feellngs. There is an.

aura of sadness about these: young

‘men that rarcly scems to lighten.

Even the cleric, who lives wlth his
wile in a.large house with few fur-
mshed rooms, isn't the usual fural
pastor disappointed [n seeking a
larger parish. His sourness stems

.from his disappaintment that his

congregation members don’t share
his religlons devoutness.
He ministers to people who' view

vVine Intervention for good wc.uher

z . .'md crops.,
-"A'Month in the Country"is one oi .

“a \qulh in the Country” is
available (on video cassette at
ared stofes: .

53, PATRICK S DAY/
ORNED BEEF &
C2BBAGE DINMER
54 95 win covpon

WHY EXCALIBUR
ON ST. PATRICK’S DAY?

[L - *MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON - BECAUSE A TRIP TO IRELAND IS

PROBABLY OUT OF THE QUESTION!
You dont nced to fravel 1o Iroland to enjoy S1. Patrick's Oay wiih
sophlstication and style. Just dtlve minules away 10 Excalibur Restaurant
In Southticld, You will soon realize what “Luck of the lish” really means!
Wa ara open from 11 a.m.-12 midnight on March 171}

« Machus Dessert DAV
« Tax & gratuity Included cmw s et

7:00 p.m. - Clues & Cockiails

(cosh bany

8:00 p.m. - Dinner & Show
DESERVATIONS 642-6300

My, oS
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*Alcohal 6ot nctudad. « Veld 0n Nulﬂm Dpuu 4208

EMBAS SY SUITES”

Livonin-Metro/West

Montian this ad amd recefre a complimentary ish Coffee

SL’- Vltlur l‘zrkwny
with the purchase of any entree March 17,
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