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Middle school Is often consldered
o void somewhere between elemen.
tary school and high school.. ~
Darlene ‘Russell plans to. change
that  “mlddie-ol. the-road” phllm
phy..

The new prlnclp'\l nl Wamcr MMA )

dle Schoel in Farmington Hlills has a
special spot in her “heart for, the

sixth, seventh and cighth graders ,
* who attend middle school. ““As far as

I'm concerned, they stlll need a lot of
nurturing,” said Russcll who lives In
Southfictd with her husband, ‘BIN,
who is- also an cducator. “They're
changing as much naw, as they did
when they were little kids.”

*“They don't drop out In high school

~ they drop out here,” she added.

“If you dont make this meanlngful,
they kind of get lost in the shuffle.”

Russell is excited about the poten-
tlal.at the school on 14 Milc. which
setve the northeast sector of Farm-
ingten Hills, a small portion of West
Rioymfield and, . with the current
open enrollment policy, any other
students who.
choose to attend.

Since starting here, Ruascll has
enrouraged development of a school

" improvement. plan at Warner, and

working to gel parents, involved in

nn) number nl ways and belleves the .

Middle school

It doesn’t need to be middle-of-the-road

sald, "She knows wha she's dolng.”
And, he added, she's fun: “She
dances at the school dance — she
told me next Lime we go, she'd dance
with me.” .
Another cighth gruder. Randl
Salver, called’ the new principal
“beautiful" and “thenlcest lady.”
Russell makes’It.a. point to learn
names — and remember. them.
“That's my goal’” she sald. “You

personallze it by knowing students, .

That's how you make them {cel fm-
portant.”

either, When -students behave lnap-

propriately, she can be seen callleg. -+

to them down.the hall'and talking
about the problem.
As the {Irsi black female adminis-

trator in the district and the first

black princlpal .of a malnstream
school program In Farmington, she
believes she brings a different per-
spectlve to the school. She sces.her-
self as a role model for the glrls
there, for example, and Is proud of
her accomplishments over the years.,

THE FEMALE role model was &
strong one for Rissell hersell. She
and her two sisters were raised by

her ‘mother and grandmother. who

put education above all else. “They
gave us a work ethic,” she sald.
was a glven | was going 10 college. I

was taught that. My mother vnlucs!

That Is the

Is Import-

{rom home,” she added.
$he Ie also'excited aboul new con-

E u.-pu Tike team teaching, use of tech-

aology ‘and other things she would
like to see nt Wamer.
Russell sald students and pnrenu

+ have weleomed her following the' re-

cent retirement of longtime admin-

. Istralor ' Walt Scobie. A number of

students, including . elghth grader
Cary Htosen, say-they like her style,
“She’s such & wanderfu] woman,” he

“TiiIS PLACE 1s ‘the ‘Tome away -

have."

‘Russell starfed 25 a_teacher’ and |

counselor, in Detroit Public Schools

-in the late 1960s, rlsing 16 elementa-

ry assistant principal, then moving

-t0 _Oak’.Park schools where "she
_served first as an elemeptary school

principal, principal of 3" middle

it -

l]ul cducaunn wasn't :l]wnys her’ ’

" focus. In high school, Russell studicd

scicocerand Latin and wanted tobe a
pharmacist, She got her elementary

* teachlng degreé Jn college but, upon

graduating, left for Atlanta dnd went

never boring,"
olher Jobs because I was curious.,

‘Into the buslness world. She worked

first as a computer -fnstructor, and
also as a halel reservationlst and a
secretary before deciding to go back
to education.

“It was the only thing that was
she sald. “1 trled the

That's what maXkes It (tcaching) kind

‘of speclal to me. Everybody can't do
_this Job. You really have lo h.‘wn a

dedicatlon toit.”
She and her hisband have no chil-

. dren, bul she conslders the more
But she has no trouble being tough -

than 500 students at-Warner her
own. In her spare time, she travels
to Las Yegas 10 visit her mother and
loves to sew, she said, polnilng to the
cream sul she wore durlng the in-
{erview, -

She started her educatlon carcer
in Detroit, a large: distrlct, and
moved to the smaller district of Oak
Park. Now, she said, she has -found
the happy medism tn Farmington.

. “This is 4 district that's the right

size,” she sald: “I’s like I've found a
home. A place'to stay.”
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Warner Middle
School pringi-
pal Darlene
Russeli en-
courages new
things, such as
aprogram on
schootim-
provement.
“We're going
to do some
greal things.”

Solver looks on,

These guys know how
to help prevent crime

“The Fnrmlnglnn Hllls Pollce De-

pastment’s crlme prevention sectlon

was honored March 8 with.the Unit
of the Year Award by the Crime

. Preventlon Associatlon of Michgan

for its 1991 accompllshments.’
A key factor in the city’s steady
drop in residentlal burglarles in.the

' past clght years Is due 1o the Nelgh- -

borhood Watch programs admintstr-
ered by the celme preventlon sec-
tiun. Eighty-nine subdivisions are ln-
volved in the program.

Populatlon flgures in 1880 re-
mh-d a potentlal for a break-in In

hunslng units. Durlng.1991 this ratio
imptaved to a potential vietimiza-
tion rate of one break-In for cvery 77
residences, police sald.

In 1891, the erlme preventlon seo-
tlon made 256 presentations within
the schools and to varlous communt-
ty groups.Thal’s an 11 percent In-
crease over presentatlons made lo
1990, The programs encompass a va-
rlely of topics Including Stranger
Danger for preschoo! children,
Nelghborhood Watch, Helping
Hands/Sate House, and senior clti-
Ien programs.

CHIME PREVENTION members
make regular appearances at other
community cvents such as monthly

‘i
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McGrulf the erime dog likes these ofticers. Among those hon-
ored arc crime prevention technician Chris Cogar (front),

- ctlme prevention officer Jetf Anderson (loft), erime prevention

techniclan Kim Kemske and Sgt. Pau) Cavan,

the four-class presentation. The pro-
gram was develoy tn conjunction
with Maplcgrave Training Institute,
with a primary focus on teaching the
harmful etiects of chemlcal use on
students and thelr familles as well as
the dynamles that can tead to cherls
cal use and abuse.

In an cffort to address the nceds of
the business community, periodle

senlor center pr and local
trade shows such as Network ‘91,
and the local bullder's show.

In 1991, the crime preventlon see-
tlon also provided the: THINK —
Teachlng, Helping, Involving, Notic-
ing, Kids — program ta public and
private schools in the Hllls, Thlrty-
nine flith-grade classes were given

pr are provided about
concerns such as robbery preven-

- tlon, Inventory shrinkage and bad

checks; for example. In fall 1991, ef-
faris were begun to make the Busi-
ness' Watch Program & more perma-
nent fixture In the community by at-
tempting to lnitiate monthly
meetings.

Free seminars teach

The Farmlngton Hills Police De-
partment is offering monthly (ree
crime preventlon semlnars for busi-
ness owners and merchanis through
May.

Thc following seminars du!gncd
to help busineases protect its people,
products and profits are scheduled
{for:

© 9 a.m, Thursday, March 26: re-
tall fraud/employce theft seminar,

© You'll learn how to protect your

business agalnst shopltfting and in-
ternal thelt.

® 9 a.m. Thursday, April 30: rob-
bery semlnar. You'll learn some alm-

how to avoid crime

ple procedures and pollcles to pro-
tect your employees from the threat
of robbery and from becoming a vic-
tm of this potentlally life-threaten-
ing ceime.

* 9 am, Thursday, May 21: busi-
ness watch organizational meeting.
Joln fellow business owners in an ef-
forl to promote a business netwark
focused on preventing crime In the
clty.

All semlnars are scheduled 9-11
am. and wlll be tn the council cham.
bers at Farmington HUls eity hall,
31555 11 Mile.

-

“In 1991, the Pollce Journal was [n-
treduced 1o cadle subscridbers to ac-
quaint themwlth the police depart-
ment and its function, as well as to
educate the public on avallable ser-
vices and programs. The Police
Journa) has offered short scgments
on relevant crime preventlon toples,
such as vacation tips, Natlonal Night
Qut and Halloween safety

THE CRIME preventlon section
alse has produced a Nelghborhood
Watch trainlng video o iraln resi-
dents who cannot aitend a citywide
or ficlghborhood tralning meetlngs.

To keep netghborhood participants
better informed, a bl-monthly
newsletter is now being “written
which contains pertinent crime pre-
ventlon infprmation along with clty-
wide statistles. Perlodic contribu-
tions are also belng made to local
publications to keep residents in-
formed of current crime prevention
issues,

The end result of the crime pre-
vention clforts has been the ereation
of a positive and efflclent communi-
catlon network ‘between the resl-
dents of Farmington Hills and their.
police department, aceording to po-
lice officials.

When erime’ stalistics “are ana-
lyzed, especially in the category of
resldentla) break-ing, the numbers
apeak for themselves to show the ef-
fectiveness of the crime prevention
section's efforts. In other arcas,
where quantitative analysls is ditfi-
cult, the crime preventlon section
has demonstrajed Imagination and
enthuslasm In delivering programs
to the public, officials added,
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Now princlpa! of annr Mlddlu Schuol, Darlene Ruasell, talks with e:ghlh grader cary Rosen (lefl) while ctaumalc Randi

OLGA™ NURSING BRA,

A PERFECT BALANCE OF

PRETTY AND PRACTICAL

34-388 C. D 31

Mother and baby  mafuses most

emdearing prectous’ moment

Now. a nursing bra as lovely as the
picture they make  Polyester. Lycra™lace
cupy hined with cotton for your comfort

“Easy to e snap-front closire for

White Sizes
34-38DD $35

conpenience

Jacobson’s

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

We wekome Jacobinn’s Charge, MavierC:
Shap until 9 pm_an Thunday and Feidav. Unnt o

VISA?, and American Expren®.
. an Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday,
Shop Sunday Noan 10 4 pm.




