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~ “Broadway Bound” a
real ngt to vlewers

Sktllful casl hlls perf(.ct nole

. By Steven Alnn Mcan

Neit Simon \urned a corner b,
- 1883, as a playwright and, onc
suipccts as a man. Th'nl. was lhc
year his {

offer somclhing loeal bul less .,
generous with disclosing the sa:lness
of her Joveless marriage. Jack

Corey l'arkef plays the li‘lvinlyz -

- disguiscd Simon alter cga and he s‘
c\cry bitas good ashls -

Jerome js almosl a inthe .
house, i d from hls wite and

centered "nrinhton Beach
‘Memoirs” debuted on Broadway.
‘His well-known skill {or rap!d-fire
one-liners was still i evidence but

" balanced with a serious, wist{ut

. story line, Eugene Jerome, a 14
_year-old in love with radio, writing

. and the Yankees, reflecied the
young Simon, and the play oifered a
window 1o the writer's youth.

Next came “Biloxi Blues,” as the
18-year-old Eugene found himself in
the blazing Mississippi heat,
learning a little about the Army and
a lot ahout Jove. Like the earller
play, "Biloxi Blues" was made into
a movie and reached a wide, .
appreciative audience, U slightly
diluted trom Simon’s original dark,

. often melancholy drama, .

Now, the third installment of
Eugene's saga is set on fitm, this
time for the home screen, and it's

- Theater” presentation, “Neil
Sinon's lxrmdway Bound” debuls
on Monday, March 23. Slimon -
himself bas adapled bis play for the
intimacy of televislon, and it's a
perteet match of medium and
. m‘llerlal .
“Broadway Bound" lakes place in

1948, once wwore in the Jferomes®

. worn Bronx houschald, Eugene and
his older brother Stan, cack in their
20s, are struggllng to make a name
for themselves as comedy writers.
‘Thus {ar, thelr success has been
limlted to a few monologues sold to
a man who plays weddings and bar
mitzvahs. Then Stan hears of an
opportunity... te show their work to
somcone al CBS. There's only one
problem: The brothers have jusi one
night ta write the sketch.

Stan and Evgene are not alone in
the house. Their Irascible, socialist
grandiather Ben is likely to be found
asleep somewhere or covering hls
{ailing health with off-putiing
bluster. The bays' devoted, sharp-
tongued mother ts always ready to

. sons by his own disillusionment.

As the boys wrack thelr brains for
comedlc insplralinu. they realize not
anly the depth of their ambitions,

" . but what the Incvitable source of

their humot will bé. Qut of 1helr

* awn lives, their own troubled,
“ contradiciory family, the jokes | uill

atmost write themselves, The
brothers have Inherited their
mother’s gitt of humor, of
displacing her own pajn and unrest
with a fresh and funny viewpoint.
Laughter is not flight from reality,

. bul the hest way'to wrestle with it.

- Matthew Brogerick crealed the
role of £vgene Jeromeon -
Broadway, with understudy
Jonatlian Silvermian stepping in for .

".. the sereen portrayal in “Brighten
. Beach.”

Broderick then teclaimed -
the role for the big-sereen

: ’ad'lpla!lun of “Bltoxi Blues." Now,
the hest of the jol. Bllled as an “ABC

/_/Eﬂ_lﬂﬂm

Wodnes (hyn an ABC, Mamn!r(ml lplns !nln of lovo and
labor unlona. Serles regulars Includo (trom tott) David
Howsom, Harry O'Rellly, dussica Sieen and John Slattery.
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that's alternately chnrming. nngry
:mul hilarious. -

Anne Bancraft is luminous.‘ls T

Kate Jerome, the mother whose’
hutor and toughness inspires her -
sons more than they know. Hume

. " Cronyn is hilarious and touching as

Ben, and Jerry Orbach makes a
tragic hero of the boys' largely
unsympathetlc dad. Michele Lee

. delivers a bricf but excellent

performance as Blanche, Kate's

. sister, whose marriage te a rich

man is a source of ceascless -
irrilation to her leftist father.
“Neil Simon’s Broadway Bound” |

. ds television at its bes, In every .
* aspect. The direction, by four-time -

Emmy winner Paul Bogart, is {aut’

" and sure, and the costumes and art

direction hit the penod mark
perfectly. |
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