‘You’ve got to get together’

By Judith Dener Bumo
staft wrltar

The solld waste agreement the
county wants Qakland County com-
munitles 1o sign will

amining waste to energy systems
{“We call thesn burn plants”). He and

+ Netl Scldman, a waste management

consultant from Washington D.C.,
pisinted a picture of a county tied

commit you to pay for

y and y to the

hurden of p enough refuse

of trash for as long as 50 years and

handicap your successors in otfice.
“You can't respond 10 new technio-

logies. The counly has one ‘out, you

have none,” Hubert Hartman ‘told -

about 85 representatlves of cities,
townshlps ‘and villages across Oak-

- land.County. They were attending an
informatlonal session on the flnan-
cial implicattons of and alicrnatives
to -the county's solid waste plan
T}?ursd:xy night in Bloomfleld Town-
shi,

ll was sponsored by Help Oakland
Protect the Environment, a llllll‘n‘l
group bascd in Rochester.

. "Why not draw up a new agree-
ment calling for A MRF (materlals

" recovery facillty),” Hartman urged.
“Then hui[d a hnrn plant {later) il

necessal

Hartman Is an executlve m-mnx:-
ment speciallst from Lake County,
Fla who has Spent three years ex-

for an incinerator i‘l may not have
needed at alt.

“WE BELIEVE the data shows
1hat burning garbage is the most ex-
pensive and most polluted way ta get
rid of your salid waste,” Seldman
sind. “Capital costs are going to
deive you bankrupt it you dont
walch out. If you're a taxpayer,
build a sysmm that costs the least 10
maintain.”

Hepresentatlves from 25 commun-
ities, fncluding Blogham
Farmlington, Farmington Hills, Ro-
chester;: Rochester -Hills, Southfield
and West Bloomileld attended the
session. So-did state senators David
Honlgman, R-West Bloomticld, Mat
Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orjon, and arep-

‘resentative of Sen, Michael Boue-

hard, R-Birmingham,

Onty’ county commiissioner Ruel *

McPherson, D-Hazel Park, showed

Farms,

‘Fifty cities across the country said no
{o incinerators. Once you build a burn
plant you defeat comprehensive

recycling.’

— Neil Seldman

up “of 25 Oakland County commis. -

siuners: Two weeks' ago, Westlng
house abruptly cancelled its contract
1o buld and operate the Oakland
Counly incinerator citing uncertain-
ty that it would be constructed.
Voters last’ November passed the
county’s $500 million- solld waste
glan containlng the controversial ln-
cinerator by 223 votes, But commun-

itles- haven't signed up o provide’

waste, Now, the county says it will
go-back to the communities to see
what the next step should be.

‘The thrust of Thursday's symposi-

um was to slow down on the idea of,

building an incinerator until ali-out
recyeling, reuse and.reduction’has
1aken place.

"YOU CAN'T INVEST in o burn
plant untit you know how much you
will need 1o burn," Scldman said,
The two presenters, who had never
met before, pointed out;

# $500 milllon In bonds would tn-
crease the caunty's outstanding deht
by almost 150 percent.

& The proposed Intergovernmen-
lal agreement (IGA) gives the county

. the right to issuc additlonal bonds

during the lifetime of the agreement
withoul the approval of munlclpall-
i

® Cost estimates Involve anly sol
I¢ wuste disposal, not thé additional
costs of collectlng and deIIVerlng sol-
i) waste to a county facillly

® The question of whclhor lncin
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on waste plan . .

erator sesidue is hazardous hasn't
been resolved and the solld waste
plan Is always subject 1o additional
federal and state regulatury add ons
which could be costly.

* If you Import waste 10 feed ‘an
oversized incinerator, you will also
need an oversized ash landHll to
bury resldue.

® Even communities .who now
pay for their own waste disposal,
such'as Pontlac and the South Oak-
tand County Resource Recavery Au-
thority (SOCRRA) and Resource Re.
covery and Recyeling Authority of
Southwest Dakland County {IRRIRA-
SOC), are liable for the countywide
tax

“FIFTY CITIES across the coun-
try said ne to incinerators,” Seldman
reported. “Onee you build a burn
plant you defeat comprehensive re-
eycling.”

To gel o the 80 percent mark in

. rvr)cling takes a combination of:

Mandatory reeycling, economlc Io-

centives, public awarencss, commit.

ment to buy goods that promote re-
cycling, creating industries within

frum the waste stream, commerclal *
reeyeling “and  source  reductlon
through reuse, non use and hackyard” «
composting.

Hartman asked an obvious qucs.
tion: “Why hasn‘t the-county called
the municipalitics together?

“They're rejecting everything.-
from the bottom up,” answered Tom
Werth, a Rochester city councilman. .
“ft was done ass-backwards.”

“What they did is to separate the °
county into anti-landftll and anti-in-
cinerator,” sald commlssloner
McPherson. "We have to come to-
Ruther.”

"You've got to get 1ogether and
you've ot to talk,” Hartman re-
sponded. .

.As for.the '$1 million. owed to.
Weslinghouse, Seldman  said: “A
good businessman knows when to cut -
his losses. It's time 1o bite the buliet *
and move on.”

VCR cassettes of the 60-minute V'
wdited tersion of the symposiunt*
will be avaifable beginning March
20. Officiols of municipalities are
invited to reserve o copy by cau.
ny 6517202, ’
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Charfoos & Chiistensen, P.Cis cunently .
represenhng women in litigation ogolnsi manufacturers of

S BREAST IMPLANTS

“If you believe you hove‘been injured;
by a'silicone breast implant, '
“: (rupture, auto- -immune disease, sclerodermo
" inflarnmation: or-hardening of the skin,
fcmgue syndrome or poln in.your Jomts]
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A Bridal Fashiom Show

TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1992 from 7:00 until 9:00 p.m.
(Doomnpcn at 6:30 pm) .
MADONNA UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES carm:n.‘Lwomn
36600 Schoolcraft Road (1.96 and Levan) =~

+ Free Bridal Directory
“ Refreshments
< The Iatest bridal (ashions from Elizabeth's Bridat Manor
. and Dobby's Mens' Formal Wear
< Fantastic prizes
- Celcbrlly models Including the Detroit Rockers Soccer Team

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES: WDIV-TV CIIANNEL 4's KRISTI KRUEGEK

—TICKETS —
$5.00 in advance, 56.00 at the door—reserve by phone:.26 1-6396 or may be
purchased at I ity Ccmcr I 1y 'quya 00 a.m. ~JO p.m.
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