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By Joannho Mallszewski
sttt writor

Farmington Ifllls City, Manager Willlam
Costick has retajned anditors to review proce-

dures — such as loan applicatlons and cop-

siruction bids — used In the city's federally
{inanced housing rehabllitatlon program.
“Thls Issuc has not been a.mishandling of
money,” Costlck safd, “The lasue 13 how things
have been processed.” X .
Apparent problems with the housing.reha-
bilitatlon program surfaced during .a_city

ACE UP YOUR walking
shoes . . it's time to
put your best foot for-

ward for the March of

councll public hearlng on the 1992-93 block

grant’ program Monday night. Low-Interest -

loans and granis arc provided through the

housing program for Income-cligible residents
who need necessary home repalrs,

“Qur assoclation knows that at the present

. {lme there are some serious frregulariiles that
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City to audit housing
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rehab

“This issue has not-’
‘- been a mishandling
of money. The issue
is how things have
been processed.”

. — William Costick
+ cily manager
fFarmington Hills

sn:r‘cur‘y of :the Olde Tovrn-

1992 Gubuttan Commumcations Corpocatan

program

“lunds?" Buha asked. I wouldn't like to sce us
» . . .

hidlog

Heights -Assoc]
don.. [

During -the -public hearing, Ranesbottom
made a lenglhy statement on the fallures of
some portions of the block grant program, in-
cluding p “with housing

and code and zoning enforcement in the south-
cast sectlon of the clty. . !

MORE DETAILS of the program's problems
came to light with responsés 10 questtons from
resident Mary Buba about checks allegedly
cashed by a contractor — who completed re-

. pairs on houses under the rchabilitation pro-

gram — without the required signature of the

have oceured in the present housing rehab pro-
gram, of which Mr. Costick [s aware,” sald Ida

“If a law has been violated, are we now in

jeapardy of ‘losing the federal (block grant) .

-Two residents who received loans or grants
through the housing ~program complalned
abaut what they belicved to be contractors’ de-
ficient work, which was - Inspected by clty
staff: Costlck satd Tuesday he plans.to meet
wlih the residents and look at the reported de-
ficlencies and to check into complalnts about
the quality of Lnspectlons completed on the re-
habllitation work. :

“I am concerned about this. I take It very

‘seriously. We need to do everything we can to

make people feel they want to take advantage
of the program," Costick sald. . .

1le is also reviewlng apparent statements by
a contractor.who implled he had seen bid pric-
s and. wonld underbid 1o get a Job, Costick ',

Please turn to Page B

Dimes C: ign for

Babies. :

Dimes WalkAmerica will take
tace In Farmington Hills and
other metropolitan Detroit com-
munitles. Locally, the start and
- finish of the 20-kllometer walk-a-
“thon will be-located at the Ore-
hard Ridge campus of Oakland
‘Commiunity Cotlege. .

' Some 1,500 people from the

In ‘WaikAmerica this year. The
walkers will [nclude people like
-Joan Stec, a Farmington Hills
resident and the mother of Dylan,
18 months, and Connor, 2 months,
. T feel very fortunate to have
two- healthy children now after
havlng two ges," .sald
Stec. “I'm walklog and support-
ing the March of Dimes as a way
1o glve something back and, hope-
fully, to help sameone else.”

.. Last year, about 1,300 walkers
in Farmington Hills raised more
than $125,000 Lo support March of
‘| Dimes programs to prevent birth

" problem. In pouthcast Michigan
jast year, a total of 15,000 walk-
ers ralsed $1.3 milllon. .

FARMINGTON HILLS 1is-ono
of 12 host cities for WalkAmerica
tn the Detrolt area. .

“We are honored to be hosting

WalkAmerica for the ninth con-
_sccutlve yedr,” - sald . Mayor
Jonathan Grant. "I'm pleased to
sec (he residents, city employcees,
officials ‘and communlty groups
.all-working fogether for such a
worthy cause.”

Participanis can walk as indi-
viduals or as pari-of TeamWalk,
the corparate arm of WalkAmerd.
ca created especlally for employ-
ces of companles and for mem-
bers of organlzations wishing to
walk logether. R

“Belng part of WalkAmerica
has not only become a company
tradition, but a way to give back
to our home-! Michigan com-
munlity,” sald Linda Busse, mana-

‘Communleations  Services Inc
Our employees walk and volun-
tecr- Lo run @ .checkpolnt on.the
Farmlngton Hills route.””

- Walkers and - volualeers are
.needed for the Farmington Hills
" walk. For Information on how you
or your company, ¢lub or organi-
zation can support WalkAmerica,
cafl Patu Radzik at the March of
Dimes offlce, 423-3200..  °

- FEMORY LANE —
From the March 20,
| 1952 Farmington En-

terprise: -
® Dopald Sova, a 25-ycar-old
Walled Lake resident, was fincd
_§55 for driving 70 mlles an hour
In a 35-mph zone on Grand River.
He was. spotted .on bound

‘On Sunday, April 26, March of

area are expected to participate.

defects, the natlon's.No. 1 health

-ger of public relations at Allnet |

By Jonnno Maliazewsk|
stotf writor

life — and ber family’s. But she's
not torn between her two loves —

You've probably heard Kalhy Spratt play the violin and didn't  the big shows that come to Detrolt, such as “Los Miscrables,”
even know it, The program director for treatment foster care
al St. Vincent ond Sargh Flaher Center has played in & lot of

Music maven

Social worker by day is violinist by night

“Annie,” and “On Your Toes.”

SHARDN LOMIEUX/atal pholographes

Clinton.
| triumph
inarea

By Joaano Maliszawsk|
stalf welter | .

Farmington and Farmington Hills
voters followed electors statewlde In
their cholee of Arkansas Gov. Blll
Clinton as the Democratic preslden-
tial chotce- and .President Grorge '
Bush for the Republicans.

After Tuesday's presidentlal prl-
mary, there's stitl Jittle doubt the
. Farmlogton area is-a Republican
domain, N X
Yet Democratic voters made &
streng showing in an clectlon that
some vaters.on both sldes.of the po-
litical fence wouldn't participate in
because: they were opposed to dis-
closing their party affiltatton.

"They would not allow me to vote.
1" wouldnt disclose {party affilia- .
tion),” said one of several voters who
called the Observer Tuesday. “They
(election voters) were all very nice
ladics. But when they asked me my
party,.] told them, 'T don't care to
tell you.'™ :

‘The voter told the Observer that
Tuesday’s primary clection was the
first In which he had not cast a ballot
for 30 years,

“If this Is, what palitics 1s, OK. I
had a suspicien it was golng to be
this way, With all the wackles In the
world, 'm afraid to disclose any-
thing like that.”

BUT THERE were glenty of vot-
ers in Farmington !ills and Farm-
inglon who disclosed their party af-
fillation. According to unofficlal
vote tallics Wednesday, of 48490
registered  voters In - Farmington

H{i)s, 11,603 ballots were cast, which

Is a 23.93-percent turnout. Of 7,726

Kathle Spratt has her plans for
heaven. She's going to be the violin-
(st In n string quartet — forever.

I love classlcal the best,” said
the program director for

her work at the center and her vio-
lln. Both are part and parce] of her
lfe.

]i you've been to the theater In
the ltast few years le sce

foster care at St. Vincent and Sar-

ah Fisher Center, Farmington
- 1{ll1s. “It’s what I grew up dolng.”

Music has always been Spratt's

* “Annic,” "Showboat,”

* “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers,”

or “On Your Toes,” you can bet
Spratt was in the pit.

And during the day she was right '

know your neighbbr

registered Farmington voters, 1,697
cast ballots for a 22-percent turnout.,
voters stlll showed

back In her offlce working with
children in the foster care pro-
gram, Co-workers {alk abaut the 17
weeks she played in the orchesira
for .“Les Miscrables” dolng elght
shows a week.

ner famlly atways thought she'd do
as a career, “I'm a real bellever
that it's In the gencs,” Spratt sald.

HER FATHER played the string

. F

more " interest in their local clty
council eleetlon in November 1991
with a 25-pereent turnout. But more
Farmington Hills voters turncd ot
. for Tuesday's primary compared to
their cauncll electlon

Music was something Spratt and

Pleaso turn to Pago 4
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what’s inside -

Grand -Rlver st Orchard Lake
Road and paced between Lake-.
way to Maple. He spent the night
in Jail, awalting the openlog of
court the next day. City police Is-
sued “a- warning (o motorists:
Speeders witl be dealt with sc-
verely, Lo
@ Short item: “Gen. Dwight
Eisenhower, Republican, is the
new ‘President of the United
States ~ according to 281 anony-
mous votes of high- school stu-
dents at Farmington.”. . '

Items for Farmington. Fo-
“rum may be mailed to. the
Farmington ' Obscrver, 21898
Farmington Road, Farming-
_ton 48338, or dropped off at the
‘newspaper office, .

Bullding Scene, . .Sec. G
Business. . . . ... 118
Cable Connectlon ... . 14
Classitleds. . . Secs.D-G
Index. . . .... .. 3E
Auto . . ..., Soc, F,G
Roal ostate . . Soca.EF
Employment . . . Sec.F
Creativeliving . . . . .1D
Crassword puzzle . . . 3E
Entertainment . . . 7-10B
Obftuaries . . . . ... 8A
Oplnlon . . . . ... 6A
Polico, firacalls . . . .3A
CLASSIFIEDS . .59%-0900
CIRCULATION .591-0500 .

A
CHILDREN’S
CAMPS
start today

in the:
Q&E Classifieds.

Sce
Classification #517.
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Post office on wheels
returned to seniors.

By Joanno Mallszewaki
sfolf writor

Farmington-area senior adults who have been faced
with finding thelr own way to the past offlce since June
1994 can take heart. Thelr post office on wheela ls com-
ing back,

“I'm ccstatic,” sald Elaine McDermott, adminlstraior
of Marlan Qakland West, Farmington Hitls.

Ten monthy after its ellmination, the Senior Citlzen
Express Moblle Post Office truck is hitting the road
agaln begloning thls week: The truck, which will make
70 stops in 65 senlor adult centers and complexes in 20
communitles, won't reach the Farmington arca unti)
Wednesday, March 25,

“1t takes two whole sreeks to make all the stops,” said

Debbic Wodowski, o Royal Oak postal employce who
wH! be back In the driver's seat of the-post office on
wheels.: . .

Among Farmlington-arca senlor adult complexes that
wiil recelve the travellng postal services every other
week are Marlan Oakland West, Detrolt Baptlst Manor
— the one at 13 Mlle and the other at Drake and Free-
dom roads — Mercy Center, American House, Farming-
on Place, Grand River Vlllage, Carrington Place and
Tapiola Village.

“EVERYRODY 1S gettlng it back.” said Wodowskl,
who urged senfor adults to write to legislators advocat-
Ing the return of the traveling postal service.
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