SMART’s future rests on suburbs

By Wayne Paal
sttt wrltar

SMART buses will kecp: running
through -next June, hut the transs
service's nng term future rests with
suburban taxpayers.

A short ferm operating plan an-
nounced 1ast week is expected to
help vvercome $7.7 mitlion in cur-
rent debt and keep the Suburban Mo-
bility Authority for Regional Teans.
portation from 4 ding niew debl next

yea
Mujor SMART bus routes were 10

_ have snul duwan March 23
AT s plan includes & new
$124 000 bt 1o Threningham tor dial.
a-ride services” The eity has paid

$16 400-a-yan) for the service under
. a )¥its sgreement, but the fee is

betng carsed :

“IT GIVES Birm{ngham an option.
how inuch service do they want and
hu“ tnuch are they willing ta pay for

* sald ‘Bryan.Amann, the Wayne
Luunly delegate to the SMAHT
buurd

Southticld’s shuttle wrvlce rate
will also be increased:

SMART wlll also sell property It
owns in Birmingham, Bloomficld
Hills and Detrolt — most of It park-
ing lots or open space.

The plan alse includes:

® Budget cuts of $4.3 miltlon for
1492.93, Including a wage {reeze for
SMART unlon personnel. Next year's
SMART operatlng budget will be cut
10 percent acress-1he-board

® Additianal cuts of $1 7 milllen,
10 be determined In 90 days from
Mtems ranging from health care 10 a
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tirst-ever carly retirement plan,

Budget cuts range from large
seale  $326,524 from leaving cur-
renlty vacant position unfilled — to
small scale — xnoau lr| eliminating
seinar | lr:nml and

CYEN MORE I'AT ulll eventual-
¥ be lrimm(‘d' sald SMART opera-
tions director Paul Majka.

"Everything we've presenied Is a
safe estimate Majka sald. “I'm
confident there's even more that can
be saved

Despite  (hat, SMART officials
suon expecl 1o begin campaigning
far a transit tax

“This only keeps us going ta June
1993, aflcr that we nucd a source of
dedicated” revenue,” said SMART
board presidest Matt Wirgau, a Troy
resident. "1t could be a sales tax, it
vould be i pmpnrly tax, but we need
sometdinj

Qther-moves, already approved by
SMART  oflicials, include saving

- $800,000 by duelaying the purchase of
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new huses.

Both maves are expected-to bring
a combined $1 45 million in savings
and new revenue

In addition, SMART will elininate
nearly $4.5 mallion in what Duxn.m
called “unnecessary reserves.”

The move frees $1 million held for,
sell.insurance, as well as a $3.45
million workers compensation re-
serve. o
THE $1 MILLION RESERVE
fund isn't needed because of other
assets already held by SMART, Dug”
gan s21d. The $3.45 million compen
sation tund isn't needed, he added
because the state will alreudy cover
worker ctaims should SMART cease
operating.

At $47.8_millivn, SMART'S pro-
jeeted 1992.93 budget is $5.3 altion
less than this year's

SMART officlals still hope to '

merge. with the Detroit Department
of Transportation, though there have
been no recent talks.
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By Wayne Penl
s1al! wrilor

Mass transit is more than just a
dollars-and-cents 1ssue for some
area residents. For them, it's a
moral Issue, 100,

"1 remember being in Delroit re-
cently and seeing about cight men
with Wil Work tar Food signs
recalled Ano Pherese (FSullivin ot
Farmingion Hilts. “I thought that
even if L eould give these men a job
cleamng windows or painting ny
hbuse, they probubly couldn’t even
fetihere”

That k:nﬂ of thinking spursed
U'Sutlivian «nd uther Birmingham
Ueitarian Church tembers into ace
G,

As s0on.as SMART's propased
shutdown of mujor bus routes was
members ot the
church s soetil’ justice committee
gothered roughly 50 signatures on
petitions calling for services to be
continued.

Now that the shutdown is. on
hold, members are pregariog tor
another campaigh — this time as-
suring the future of regiunal mass
transit. |

“WE'HE LOOKING AT (hln‘;s
very carefully.” Byrmngham resi-
dent Annis Pratt sata . “We'want to
as much inluruunun as we

can,

Last week's -znnnunccm:n{ that
bus service would continse at Jeast
throiigh 'mid-1993 Is seen as evi-
dence the petitions had some of-

.Area church
takes on transit

-0t the

teot

“We see tnass transit as a major
soe1al issue” said Pratt, an ocea-
sional SMANT nder. “For & metro-
politan area, lacking  adequate
masy transit, is a major, major ls-

“hltv SMART and summunlly
ufficials arv debating the merits of
 property tax ar sales tax, group
members sre researeting the issue
ow
“WE'D LIKE to think we, in
some way, made u difference,”
said OSullivan who rarely rides
SMART buses hersell

Though SMART hasa't yet pro-
posed a tranwit tax, group members
alreqdy huch the concepl.

*Well help organize people when

a proposal to be voted
- O'Suthivan said. ‘But we
not be. acuve again for

mignt
awhite "

While
SMART'S
ridership
threcscounty ares of more than 3.8

others ‘'may  poial 1o
retatively  low." daily
roughty 35000 in a

wuhon people - group members
puInt 1o 1ts vital aecessity 1or those
who use it

“There are many, man. people
who wouldn't be-able w -get to
work, of to school, without the
buses.” O'Suilivan sig Wed llkc
10 ‘pcak (urlnun

,-\uyum nterested e learning
mare nbout the grp can call
Deroungham Unitarran Church,
iH7-2380, -anid leare a, message
Sor'either Pratt or tJ Sulbivan
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