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EB A LOT of Detroit-area suburbs, F:u'm-

fit of a ceniral buslness district. Some
falks are lrylng to change that; we hope
they do.

ingten — with its dld-fashloned central husiness
district ~ i3 kind of a hole of commerce in the
surrounding doughnut known as Farmlnglon
Hills.

But, in rcalﬂy. Farmington Isa't Farmlngtnn
Hills. The two places have separate and distinet
personalitles, even though they ure united ln
many ways to form one community,

.- Farmington Hills has a lot golng for it these
days. It's become a hot locatlon for corporale

nice place to live,
. no commerclal and soclal heart, no common
towns with central bus!nm dlslrlcls
. 1T USED.TO be that city planners nnd mm-
chanls in these downtown-lecs toiwns would say
“So what?" or “Big deal!” Eut as their towns be:

came studded with ugly strip mallz and clogged’
with horrlme traffle, thciralllwdu changed.”

tion of something called the. Uptown Shopping
_District on Orchard Lake Road:

be Orchard- Lake. Road. Ramrod siraight -and
busy with traffic, the multi-lane highway hasa
good -bit of the cnys commerce clinging to ils
:|. edges between 12 and 14 Mile roads,

Let's do ‘something to improve the looks u!
some of the slores and -the accessibility to the

merchants and cily officials are pleading,
Let’s have new facades, shopping banners, they
say.. And let’s get the corridor more Involved in

dnrs Festival, maybe even stage a festival of our

Make assisted

HE ARRANGED denlhx ‘of two women In

an Oakland County park and the subse-

quent charges of open murder agalnst

: ‘Dr. Jack Kevorkian have brought the:

‘dcbale over the ethics and legality of assls‘lcd
suiclde back o the courts.

But Michigan legislators still hnve not passed

legislation {o address assisted suiclde ag separate
-from murder. And unless they do, the courls
could be seeing a lot of Dr. Kevorklan or others
wiio insist that assisted suicide should be legal.
' The' Legistature has come up with two bills
that specifically address assisted suicide as a
four-year felony, not murder. Legislators should
adopt those bills into law, with a few changes,
and seorn.

THERE IS precedent for making assisted sui-
cide a crime distinet from murder, Laws simtlar
to bills working their way through both chambers
in Lansing are already on the books in 22 states.

The proposed bills make it a fetony punlshable
by up to four years in prison and a $2,000 finc to
intentionally provide the means by which anoth:
or could commilt or altempt lo commit suicide.
Anyone who knowingly or intentlonally causes
another to commit suicide, by force or duress,
would be guilty of murder under e bitls.

The major {law of the bills is that they would

Going Uptown

Hills strip needs new ideas

ington Hills developed without the bene- .

Sure, you can point out that- the city of Fnrm- :

headquarters and'many high-profile buslnesses, -
Farmington Hills also happens to be a prelly'

Alas, there's no downtown' Farmington ‘Hills- " in_a frunt-page story, by Joanne Maliszewski in
tlm.-ad ar unifylng theme that you'll {ind'in ulhcr B
+ fromy’ Amcrchanl.s andpeople like Ben Marks,

district, Remember, there’s an Uptown shopping .

.thing the Hills merchanls nccd Is confuslon ‘or,
to change -
in Farmlnglon Hills these days wlith the forma.: -

I Fnrmlngton Hillshad a Mnlri Slmcl it would | -banded togethier to solve a common problem. We

“ pusiness-oriented organizatlons'— like the local °

* chamber of commerce, Remember, the offictal
“name is the’ Fnrmlnglnn/Funnmgmn Hills -
" Chamber of Commerce:

shopping centers along Orchard Lake, 'some
to L:sllver dolars: They “made just .So many, and:

community celebrations like the annual Foun- -

Ramrod straight and busy with’
traffic, Orchard Lake Road has a
good bit.of the city’s commerce
clinging to its edges. -

In short, lct's do somelhlng' lo get people to
stop and shop and spend their money here, Oth-
erwise, they'll speed away along busy Orchard
Lake Road’ and dn those things in some other

city.

West. Bloomllc]d thie next suburb north along
Orchard Lake, Jooks mighty. inviting with its
{rendy shops local merchants admi!

“THEIR CONCERNS :md plans were delallcd

Monday’s Observer.
Yes, we agree with. most of what wé've heard

Far Hills clty.
beading the improvements,
Perhaps “Uptown" Isn't ‘the name for the Hills ~

who's. spear:

center to the south'th Farmington and the last |

legal problems.” - : e

. But the namé isnt the lmporlanl lhlng here '
\hat“is lmportam is .thal some people ‘have.-

Impc they receive completc “support ‘of olher

No, Fnrmlnglun Hills doesi't: have'a down—
town. These partlcular entities are kind of like

they'ré not' making-any mare. Il you have onc, .
it's to bie treasured.. .

But (he Uptown Shopping District — or what-
ever they decide to call it — is still a great-idea.
We'll be watching as the plan develops.

leleIe is precedent for maklny

. d sulcid ncnme"" t
from murder. Laws similar to bllls

" working their way through both "

" chambers in Lansing are alrendy
on the books in 22 states. The
proposed bills make it a telony
punishable by up o four years in
prison and a $2,000 fine to
intentionally provide the

* tutions: the Big 'nnrcc und
.- economic base'ls’crumbling, Michl:

) . .,‘ . ) . ‘ gy ' * slon- has cut:Income 30 drastleally.
suicide illegal |

. . : — - on.real proprety, to Improve the cli-
*. mate for business growth. .

Aot e

Recession to change
auto md ustry, labor

LAST WEEK | the clo-
sure of Willow Run symbolized the
- fundamental changes now shaking
the corc of Mlchignn 's political econ- -
om;

- Aggrnvnled by the reccsslon. lhe ;
basic changes ‘now “shaking: the

-"Amerlcan auto’Industry wlil [n time

" .redeflne - the relationshlp between

our state’s two most pawerful insti-

As part and parcel ol
the fundamental '
readjustment in’’
Michigan's political
economy, our current
-political system will
have to change, too.

labor. .-
Because Mich]gnnl mnomy -Is

" being tr:mfarrncd » loo wlll our

,pﬂllucs )

o " Gov. JOI!N Engler. Mjcblzuns
. Hirst radleal governor alnce G. Men-

s nen Willlams: was ‘clected in: lNl,

"seems to understand (his.
Engler argues that bccnuso our

gan I3 no longer a wealthy state with
High - personal. Incomes. -The state
_cannot, ‘therefore, afford to sustain

its historlc Jevel of government ac- |

tivity at an overall tax burden that
citizens are witling to accept.
“The policles adopted by, mc Engler
follow log
Slash government programs. to cut
costs, especially now that the reces-

Focus what government can spend
‘on education In order to make Michl-

. gan more compelltive at home and

rabroad.” Cut taxes, especlally those

-. Informed by a conservauve I
ogy that holds that government s

- ways the prodlem and never o soly- .’

tion, Engler's . preseriptlon for- a
.state in turmoll Iy clmluupply slde
politics.

"FOR DEMOCRATS, the best news
is Gov. Engler's. policles are more

popular than he is. Some’ are evén

uo‘m PARTIES, . however, are

*.going o have to reallze that In poll-..

tics, as.in cconomles, it cannot‘be
“buslaess as usval" Current. fear .
and loathing of the polltlcal system -

to vealize that

*" calllng the governor. "mean- splrllcd“
doces not tself, cons(l\u{e a credible. -

polh:y alternative. -

- Beglnning with State Rep. Mllinm "
_ Kelth’s underrcported sct of hear-
-Ings on hiaw to improve the skills lev-"

els-of " those who-leavé school and

"(hmby Michigan’s economie com-

petitiveness;. Democrats are devel-
oping an agenda built around the
Idea of “goverament as lavestar,”

- Instead of spending money solely
on income supplements, insist that It
be accompanled by Job tralning. In-
stead of giving expenslve real estate
tax breaks to employers, find ot
what skllls they need and get the K-

12 system to provide' them..In the

words’ of a.bishop ‘frlend of mine,

*“Instead of giving’a hungry. man'\a -

-tish, glve him a lishing rod and teach K
him to fish.” .

* Thls- process will mke a ‘while, i

‘only because the companents of the

> Democralic .coalitlon are
coherent than the Republicans; and* -

less

getting agreement from them takes
tlme. But now there'is some chance
for a genulne pollcy  debate by the
tlme we elect a governor in 1994,

as it pi y works fs hlgher than {

. have ever seen it.

Most lolks  belleve {correctly, In
my view) that the political system Ls

. latgely deslgned to serve the Inter-

ests of a bunch of professional polltt-
clans, Interested mainly in geiting |
(rojelected, bought and pald for by
money from the special Inleml
groups. | )

Speak to-somie lhnughuul pullu:nl
Inslders, people who have. devoted
years to public service, and 'you get
the 'sepse that they, too, ageee, But
they don't know how to change fram
inside the system that has sustalned
them for so long.

They'd belter think fast. As part
and parcel of the fundamental read-
Justment in - Michlgan’s political .
economy, our’ current. political sys- -
tem wlll have to change, too. Other- .
wise, the anger and alarm that so
many people are now feellng will be
expressed In extra political — nnd
very dangerous — ways. .

Pinhp Puuwr is chairman oj
the.company that owns this news.

‘paper. Iis award.winning col-
umn appears periodically. '

from our readers

by which another cauld cammlf
or to

suicide couldn’t go wrong. If it did, the asslstant
might make sure the act is completed. That ac-
tion would become something other than assist-
Ling a sulcide, )

LEGALIZING ASSISTED suleide would ¢b-
scure the differences between murder and sui-
cide. If there were only two people invelved and
one of them dies, there are no other witnesses
and deternining whether there was an assisted
sulclde or a murder would be next to Impossible.
argue that such a law would punish

consider wit medleal tr it under
direction as assisling a suicide. Thal practice is
currently allowed under right-to-dle statutes
and should not be changed.

An assisted suicide law should address the fun-
damental differences between "murder and
“mercy killings” while addressing the legltimacy
of an Indivldual’s right (o commit suicide if he or
she so chooses.

many other states have already recognized that
bringing ahother person into the picture is dan-
gerous because it forces that person to take re-
sponsibliity for another's death. -

There Is a large body of psycholegical litera-
ture thal suggests suicide assistance may well be
a response Lo coerclon and manipulation exerted
by the suicide “victim"” agalnst the assistant.

A relative or [riend of someone in great physi-
cal paln could be made to feel guilty or responsi-
ble for the plight of that person and could be
coerced Into helping that person commilt suiclde,

The argument. that a. “qualified” assistant,
such as a doctor, could make sure nothlng goes
wrong with a suiclde has two laws. It qualifies

to valldate a jud, t that only the in-
dividual can make. And it presumes Lthat with
such an assistant the suicide could not be
botched. There 13 no reason to belicve an assisted

SUlClDE 1S not a crime in this country, but .

who y leaves a
hottle of sleeping pills out at a spouse’s dircetlon
1o make the suicide easier.

The law would make it up to a four-year
crime. Circumstances, however, cnuld warrant a
lighter senience.

The House is also considering a bilt that would
create a commission on sulcide and onc that
would make assisted suicide legal. These would
Loth do great harm.

CREATING A commisslon would only serve to
put off a decision with no sure prospect that, af-
ter some length of time (the. blil suggests lwo
years), there would be some recommendation
concerning the question, The Legislature has al-
ready wasted (oo much time and must address
assisted sulcide now.

The bill to legalize assisted sulcide would have
doctors determine the medical condltlon and life
expectancy of sormeone asking to. die. That is
contrary Lo the position laken by the Michigan
State Medical Society, which says “Physlcians
must not pcrlnrm cuthanasia or partleipate in
assisted sulelde.”  *

The Legislature should pass a scnsible law
making asslsled suiclde illegal and do it soon.
Otherwlse, the slate could become a meeca for
anyone and everyone wanling help to commit
suicide.

Edit was
‘off base’

To the edltor;

Your March 12 jcad ‘editorial —
“Speedy reply” — is way off base,
Specding may not be the warse of-
fensc, but lis polential is just as
deadly as the other assorted crimes
you llst.

As far as I'm concerned, lhe poltce
are too lax in enforclng the speed
limlts, especlally in Farmington
Hllts on I-696. 1 drive the stretch

. from Orchard Lake Rodd west daily
and [ can’t remember seeing a police
car there at any ‘time in the past
year.

As [ do the legal limit, Tam left In
the dust constantly, even by trucks.
There 1 no-rational basis for auch
excessive speeds,” parlicularly In
these heavlly congested arcas,

1§ you assume .that onc makes a
30-mile telp, the tme difference be-
tween going 65 mph and .55 mph i

. nbout flve minutes. If you go faster,

the difference is even less,

THAT'S HARDLY worth.the risk
to self and more likely, others, if not
direct bodlly harm, then certainly in

“the amount of stress involved. So
what’s the rush? .

There Is something almost patho-

loglcal that happens when a person

Dick Isham general manager

gels behlnd the wheel of, our over-
powered auiomobiles these days. All
of a sudden, some of- the incckest
amaong us take on the alr of atyrant
of the road.

As for “high-tech highways,” you
must be an arm chale general. With
lanes merglog from four 1o three to
two and recombintng from left or
right or both directions atl at once
unexpectedly with little or.no warn-
Ing. one is In constant threat from
speedsters,

In my Judgment, few drivers are
able to-handle such poor condlilons
well, not even on a controlled race
track.

What )ou shauld do Is stard a mas-
slve and pro-

Farmington Hills who complaincd
ahout “the obscenity being sold and
rented at video stores, and alse po-
lice Chlef William Dwyer for his
quick tesponse to the altuation..

Although not Farmington Hills
residents, we face the same mavies
being sold and rented in Livenla, To-
day many video stores have “back
rooms” or as Mr. Qashat put It “sep~
arate rooms” to house their obsceal-
ty..
.yOne local video store owner re-
cently told me he was thinking ‘of
sclling lingerie In his backroom,

It Is time to strenghen the obscenl-
ty laws here (0 Michlgan. Then we
need to enforee them, before the vi-

gram In the press, teaching the pub—
lic (o drive intelligently and respon-
sibly. .
it certalnly Is more than belng a
lead-fool - with a radar detector
mounted on the dash and a car tele-
phone In one hand careenlng down
the expressway. Let's get serious
about a serlous problem.
Heary R, Grysh,
Farmlogton 1illls

Let's crack
down on porn

To the editor: .
I want to thank the citlzens of
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Steve Barnaby managing editor -
Susan Rosick assistanl mannging edior

Mark Lewls drector ol advertising
Fred Wright duector of circulation

Suburban Communications Corp. .
Philip Power charman of Ihe board
Richard Aginian president

deo go too far seillng

and renting these cbscene and pormo-
graphic mnvh:

Cheryl S, Walker,

Livonia

Opinions are
to be shared

We welcome your |deas, as do
your-netghbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basis for opin. *
lons in your own wards,

Letters should be malled to: the
editor, The Farminglon Observer,
21898 Farmington Road, Farming-
{on Nﬂﬁ




