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points of view

Polls offer sense of community

I'WENT TO VOTE TUESDAY, as
always.” Bul for the first time, 1
duln’t,

1t seems that living In Republican
West Bleuvintield and being forced to
tur & Republican to have any
1eet uh oal, counly or state potl-
s Hially dis apn )

As’) haa Teared two years ago 1
registered as a Republican — even
though 1 am a Democrat — and so I
couldn’t vole o the. Democratle

prestdentiat primary. And, of course, ,

ne wiy would I vote for anyone on

he Repubdivan roster — although as

a volleaguc laler pointed out, I could
- have checked the uncommitted box.

Basically, | was disenfranchised,

That's  tow bid. The Democrats’

need afl the votes they can get —
cspecially in Oakland County. They
need all the.help they can get, peri-
“ od. Although George Bush is beat-
able, §t is unltkely that-any of the
candidates on the Democratic ballot
Tuesday ean do It —~ even the box 1
would have X'd — Paul Tsongaa.

NU. | DIDNT VOTE but 1 did
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comp away with something — the
sense of community 1 always feel
.when I go'to the potls, It’s a sense of
community that comes from ex-
ercising your rlghts for 20 years at
the same’ preclnet, located at the
neighborhood school only a sherl
walk from your house.

I was_bound 1o meet nnd greet
someotie [ knew, [n addition 1o the
clection workers, some af whom
have been handing out ballots for
‘many years.

This. go ‘round, it ‘was a West
Bloomfield teacher who had tavght
at Jeast two of cur children high
school English. She asked details on
them and | ROt 10 mect her nawml
husband.

Then our new acxt-door nelghbor.
Irom out-of-state showed up. It was

Judith Doner
Berne

just her sccond time voting as a
Michigander.

Many people don't experience that
sense of communlty - because they

don't vote. They don't vote because .

they feel disgruntied with the sys.
tem, because they feel inttmidated,
or hecause they simply don't care. -

Many of these are young people,
for whom the right te vote has.never
become a rlte.

THAT'S 'WHY the two dozen
Southlicld high school students who
for the flrst time folned the brigade
of pald precinct workers were cast
an Important opportunlly —-an op-
portunlty to be part of the system
which should be mimicked by each
of our communities.

It happened becouse Southfield
{ell about 25 people short of the 200
workers needed to run the precincts.
11 seemed some of the regular senjor
aduly_electlon workers hadn't re-
lurnvd from speading the winter In
warmer climes.  *

Southfield city clerk Mary Bonner
came.up with the [dea of having 18-

year-old students take their place | (o

and both high s¢hoal, prlnclpzl: sig.

- proved,

nalled thumbs up., The students at-
tended a clty hall training sesslon,
were excused from school Tuesday
and earncd $70 for the day.

Southficld High principal Ken Wil-
son saw the chance to give these
first-time vaters both o hands-on ed-
ucationa) experience and that sense
of community. “It glves our young-
sters a chance to directly participate
in’the process and learn more than
studying a book In the elassroom. It's
also a chance 10 bridge the gap be-
tween the younger and older com-
munlty,”

“This §s pretty exciting (or us,”"
confirmed _Marjoric ‘White, from
Southticld-Lathrup High. “This is our

very first clectlon, and It's a chanm‘

to find gut morc about it.” - .

. For future clections. al} commanl-
ties should designate a certaln per-
centage of precinct worker spots for
these young voters, As Southficld has
it_doesn't take a mn]or
study. Just do i

Judith Doner Berne is assistant ™|

munaging editor for the Oakland
nty mditions of the Observer &
Eecentrie N4 spapers.

Respect Iackmg for blacks -

MY:WORK BUDDY, Barry, came

bounding into'my office one day last

week, cluiching 2 copy of the Eccen-
trle. He-was'all excited — agltated

- really. ! could sce his jaw muscle :

working in the side of his face as he

walied for mie to hang up the phone.
As T turned to grect him ‘wilh a

! "Goml-murnlng -how's-business,” he
blurted out, “I; have to ta)k to. you

abowt your culumn. p«lmlng to the.

newspaper he held.

“f .mean, * you write some good:
mm and maké me think “about
.. things the way 1 nommlly wauldn't,

but, | m why do you have to put
that line at the botiom about: one
black man's oplnion? -Why do you

have to call attention to your, race?.

Why can't you just be a man With an

opinlon; why de )m: have ln be n_’

black man?™

Wel), after my mouth had “closed,
-afler tive scconds of nstonlshment at
his oulburst, all kinds of impulses
came te mind: Defend my position;
explain the point of the statement
again {as-[ had dene in my inaugural
column); drop the phrase because It

it were causlng pcople ‘to_turn off,

then maybe it wasn't.worth 1t; get

angry at his attack. But then as his

-words penetrated the {og of my de-

{ense mechanism, 1 realized that-he

was still speaking, and 1'tuned back.

in. . 3 .

. “YOU-KNOW, Jeff,” he sald, “I
‘don't look at you as & black man, 1
mean, 1 rupect you. T know you and

. "I know you're not a raclsl But when

you. put ‘black man' at: the end of

your column, when you brlng race
into what otherwlse are good ldeas,
you sound ‘like you have a chip on
your ¢ shouldcr Vnu sourni llke a rac
Istt*

. 1 nodded my head In acknowledge: |
ment of his positlon. My mind would -

net, disengage from from Barry's
comments,® '
* Once In particular stood out, glared
out actually, almost as If it were
highlighted with a bright red border:
“F don’t ook at you as a black man, |
mean, I respect you"

Respect. Perhaps the most critical

“ingtedlent 1 the mix of a satistying
life for all adults Is Jargely lacking -

in the ilfc of most black Americans.

The' sicreotypical responses of

most ‘of America toward - Alrican-
Americans in thls culture are not

compatible with the notion of re-"

specl. Weliare cheats, dryg addicts,
undereducated, ghcuo'.-dwellcn,
lazy, shiftless, illiterate, vlolenty
oversexed baby makers. These imag-

s perpetuated in virtually all media .
- do not eagender respectiul attiiudes.

¥hat Barry was really saylng to me
was that I don't fit the stereotype of
“Black Man,” and by identilying
myself that way, I somchew had di-
minished the value of my commen-
tary.

. TIE TRAGEDY that Is the ul-
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.- process is nlre:mi

mate outcome of this type of (huughl

nation: A generatl
Americans finds llitle to respect In
its own culture and looks to Afrlca
for its historic roots. .

A -gencratlon of young, white

" Americans has bought the afflrma-

tive action myth that blacks with re-

sponsible carcers achleved that suc- .

cess due to some sort of quota.

*. As a black pérson In.our melung .
pot culture, respect is: given te ath-.

Jetes dnd entertainers. Perform for
the greater enjoyment,’and honars
and eash are Irecly given: But if you

-are. an average: [ooklng, -sounding,

a:ling African-American, your con-
tribution, your mofivatios is susp«:t

My work ' buddy Barry, fmeans -
well He's a nice giy and T llke him; 1

don’t look at him as a white man,
just a man. But it's different for the
Barrys of this wurld. Disrespect is
oot a birthright as jt s for those born
with black: skin, and until that
changes, 'm gonna keep signing off
my column with: This Is just onc
black man’ s opinion. What's yours? :

occurring: in.our-
on-of young, back. . .

!HVING RUBIN is a name |
hadn't heard In a long time until he
appeared in 1991 on Gov. John En-
gler's list for the state Transporta-
tion Commission.

In the °60s, Mubin was’ great
.news copy as head of the Transpor-
tation and Land Use Study
(TALUS), forerunner of SEMCOG.

He's retired from Ford Mator

tisan Transportation Commission

Bloornlleld Hills. .

Rubin was whiie-haired, candid
and ‘cutspoken in"his TALUS days.
He hasnt changed a big, bless him.

+ Last month the Transportailon

suppori Engler's plans to {ix roads
with & bond Issue and no fuel tax
hike. Cne voice dissented.  Guess
who.

“1 HAVE NO philosophical prob-

Jem' with the sale’of bonds.” sald

Rubin. “when circumstances are

appropriale.”” Michigan borrowed

in the '60s 10 speed up the fledgling
rstate freeway program.

Sam will boost Michigan’s Binnual
allocation of $300-miliion to more
than $500 milllen — that Is, “IF.
state aud loeal road agencies can
flad the 20.percent matching dol-
fars thut the federal programs re-
cquire,” says the Michigan M\ml:l'
pal League, -

The bond issue uuuld give "nul
ant red cent for municipalities and *

’ -countics,” said Rubin.

Around- here, county: roads, In
parurulnn are an embarrassment.

Existing taxes could retire the
bonds, but $200 million would be
inlerest “payments - to  bankers.
Mysell, I'd rather sce lenders mak-
ing new.business and home mort.
gage in\'cslmcnls

on, T!IEHE ARE a few lhlngs

age.-One involves using Mackinac
Straits Bridge tolls lur the cmlcal
bridge program. -

fut this once-n-year .\l:lcldnac
Bridge user can't see the connecs
ton hetween a straits bridge toll
and Jocal bridges

Rubin . said Engler correctly
wants 1o eliminate someshing

called the “evaporation allowance"

Phase in a fuel tax,
|says commlssmner

Co, now, Engler necded a bipar.
and tapped  Democrat Rubin , of -

. gucd: “Six cents would be enough

Comumission 1eck up a resolution i -

Rut titnes are different.,Uncle -

for he locals In the Engler pack- ¥ at best, and probnbly declintng”

Tim
Richard

by changing the point of fuel tax
collection from the distributor to
the refinery — “ellminates cheat-
Ing.” Rubin said. And that's good.
“BUT IT'S simpler and cleaner
to ralse the fuel tax,” Rubln ar-
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to-maich all the federal ald and
hdp the citles and countles.”

“Now is not the time,” sald Eo-
gler. -
Nor will House Speaker Lew Do-
“dak,.a Democrat, advocate & much-
necded fuel tax hike. Dodak wants
Engler and the Republican Senate
to lead; and then maybe he’ll fol-
1ow. Maybe, -

So this fue! tax ldea Isn't partl
san.

* And If the recession bothers you,
" said Rubin, bond the first year and
pass a fuel tax the second.

TRY AS 1 might, I can't sec En-
gles's problem with hlling the fuel
tax.

Prices. are below '$1 a gallen lor
the first time since Engler was an
obscure back-bencher in the House
and 16 conts Jower than'a year ago.
Wwe'd hardly notlee it, particularly
if it were phased in over two or
three years. .

“Competitive™ i3 Engler’s favor-
ite word. OK. Michigan's fuel lax is
15.cents, same as Indiana and Ken-
tucky. The national'average ts 16.1
. ¢ents. Ohio charges 20. cents, 11l
nols 19, Wisconsin 21.5, Tewa 20,
Tennessee: (home " of - the Saturn
. plant} 20.
© Because of efficient wvehlcles,
" Rubin sald, fuel.revenues are “flat

cven though' we're driving more
.miles. I checked. From 1989 to the
‘92 budget, total motor fuel tazes
slipped 1.17. pereent. OF Irv was
right.

cher known as a flaming party.
man, Rubln had some good politi-
cal adyvice for Engler and the Leg-
islature:

“Good roads are good politlcs.”
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