28(R)

(& E Thursday, March 19, 1092

it seemed certain that destiny
would gulde St. Mary's College to'a
rematch with Oklahoma Clty in the
NAIA Basketball Tournament to-
day in Kansas Clty. -

Unfortunatety for the Eagles,
Urbana (1)) College presented a
detour.

the final 10 minutes of St. Mary's
tourney opener agalast  Urbana
Wednesday. The Eagles were
ahead 7-55 and ‘on a collision
course with Oklahoma City, the top
seed and defending NATA champi-
on — and the team that ousted St.
Mary’s fromlast year's tourna-
ment; ;-
Then somethlng hnppcm:d May-
be the Eagles were thinking ahead
. how ¢lse can one explain thelr
92.90 season- ending loss?

. Urbana, with Todd Charles con-
vertitig a palr of three-point plays,
scored 10-stralght to pull to within
six with .B:52 left.” Less than two
‘minutes Ialcr. the gnmc was tied at
78-alk.

gave Urbana its first lead, 82-B1,
wlth 4:41.to go. St. M:u-yx never
got it back.

Everything seemed certaln untll -

A JERRY LIGON three-polnter .

Eagles stall in opener

A Wade Goins layup and another
Ligon three increased the spread o
B7-81, St. Mary's battled back with
a Garth Howard triple, followed by
2 Howard stea) and a Jimmy Bol-
den layup that made It 87-85 with
14l left

But the Eagles could never over-
take thelr foe, even though Urbana
managed te make Just 3-of-9 free
throws In the flnal 50 scconds. A
Dolden turnover with :22.5 left
hurt; 5o did thelr fallure to rebound
missed iree throws, twice allowing
Urbana to regain possession and
run the clock.

"We had that stretch in the see-
ond half that Just killed us,” sajd St.
Mary's assistant Kevin Donahue.
That came alter the Eagles had
“defensed (Urbana) right cut of the
gy [n the first hall," according to
Donahue, building a 48-35 halftime
lead,

Fred Russell’s 22 points Jed St |

“Mary's. Bolden had 20, Howard 17
{with 10, rcbounds) and Jeff
Suspeck 10. Brian Kosciclski had
cight and 13 boards. Charles
poured in 31 and grabbed 13 re-
boundsfor Urbana (26-8); Cornellus
Woody (from Southtivld HS) totaled
17 points and £3 boards.

Shamrocks oust defending state champ

Cards end Shamrocks’ season, 39-35

By Steve Kowalak]
sttt writer

Detroit Cooley held Redford Cath-
olic Central 1o 35 points Wednesday
night, which was onc Jess than CC
senlor center Chad Varga scorcd the
night before,

‘That about says it all.

Cootey's dellberate offense and

sulfocating defense were just good
cnough to end CC’s run in the state

playofis, 39-35, In a Class A reglonal’

basketball flnal before a capacity
crowd at Southticld,

Varga, who averaged 30.8 polnts
In four. previous post
was limited to 11 points, cnly three
after halftime. Coaley, which won
three stralght Class A tliles, from
1987-89, hield the balt for. ‘minutes at
a {tme to get CC out of a zonc de-

. fense and also forced 15 Shamrock
turnovers, - -

The Cardlnals, 23-0 and top-
ranked In the state, made 15 of 31
shots from the: field (48 .percent)
compared-to CC's 12 of 29. (41, per-

cent), CC did a commendable. job on”

defense in both the man- ln—man nnd
zone,

“TIHE OBJECT of the gnmc‘ Is to

lsenson games, .

win. If it's 2-1 isn't that all Tight?”

Cooley coach Ben Kelso sald. "We~

came for one reason and that was to
win a ballgame. He (CC coach Bernie
Iolowicki) had all the cholees, If he
wanted to press he could have, if he
wanted to play man-to-man he could.
You play with what you have.”
Guldo Legardy, Coaley's 6-foot-7
senlor center, was responsible for
guarding Varga. Afier maklng four
of elght shots and scoring elght first-
half polnts, Varga ook two second-
half ahots and made one. He falled to
shoot in the third quarter. Varga
scored 36 in CC's 62-60 reglonal sem-

- ilinal win over Detroit Southwest-.

ern.

“It.wasn’t a persona] battle but I
felt I had ta stop him for us to win,”"
said Legardy, who flnlshed with six
polnts and Hve rebounds. “My game
plan was not to score. [ wnnlcd to
stop him,"”

The loss ended CC's six game win-
nlag sireak and left the Shamrocks
with a 19-5 overali record. The game

vvas the kast played by CC's four sen- .
Bob Kummer, Tom.

iors:- Varga,
Laco and Will Marcoux,

KUMMER, A 6fool-6 forward,

bowed aut with 12 polnts on three--

By C.4: Risak
staft writor

“'The pressure was enough to break almost any
team, but’Redford Catholic Central withstood It
*— and (1 wasn't just the team's Shamrock heri-
tage that worked In lts favor on this St. Patrick’s
Day; playing agalnst Detroit Southweatern in the
npcning round of the Southtield baskclban mglun—

Cc needed more than mere luck, und got It —.
matnly from Chad Varga, who poured In 35 points
to Jift the Shamrocks to a 62-60 triumph Tuesday.

The pressure came in the fosm of golng against
the two-time defending Class A champion Pros-
pectors. And it came on the court, with Southwest-
ern pressurlng full-court most of the game, -

And then, even théugh CC had the lead from the
ond of the first quarter on, there was the pressure

. of the Prospectors’ unrelentlng aftack. . .

As Shafarock coach Bernie Holowlcki'summed
up: “There was a lot of pressure. They wouldn't go

 down without a fight.”

TWO FACTORS allowed CC.te take control
carly and malntaln It - fouls and’shooting.
Southwestern got into fou) trouble almost Imme-.

- diately, with starters Derrick Hayes and Anthory
Eagle drawing thetr third personals In the :ccnm!
quarter,

Shooung didn't work ln the Pmspcclors {nvur.
cither.. They started both the first and .second

qunrlus by missing thelrflrst five shots; at half-

thne, they were 9- 0f-28 from the floor (32 pot-

cent).
Which.is why the l‘rn:pcclnru (rajled 3221 5t

the break. “We got the shots. we wanted, right. -
. around the basket,” said Southwestern coach Lar-

vy Picreel “They ]nsldldn'l goln.”

CC's blggest challenge came In the third qnur-
ter, After padding their Icad to 36-21 on two Vard
Ra baskets, the Shamrocks found themsclves in’

_troudle. Varga picked up two fouls In an 18-sccond

s,mn. giving -him three and pulllng him on they

Tll[‘ l’llOGPECl‘DnS rallied immediately be-

hind Hayes. They outscored CC 18-7 through the

rest of-the quarter to pull to wlthin 43-39 heading
Into the fIna) period. Hayes scored 10-siraight

Southwestern polnts ln the rally and hnd 12n'the -

quarler.

When Bob Kummer — who séored 11 polm.s fn:

the first half — was whistled for his third fou)
with 1337 left In the third, fate scemed (o have
wrned on CC. But there was another reversal

ahead; Hayes drew his fourth foul wmr-:s toplay

in the quarter.

Which freed.up Varga even more In the palnt.
The 6-foot-5 senlor ook advantage, pivoting his
way to 14 fourthi-quarter points. A CC adjustment
carly in the game had helped,

Explained Holowick|: “(Sanlﬁw-lcm) was in -

their 1:3-1(zone defense), and we had some trou-
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ble with it. So we moved Bobby (Kumimer) out-
-. slde, and that opened up the middle for Chad.” -

. The Prospectors’ pressure ‘didn't hurt, elther.
CC point guard Erle Justice adeptly handled the
ball through tiost of the' gnmv.-. lhu Shamrocks had
Just 12 turnovers.:

STILL, SOUTHWESTERN Iu:pl 1t close, and a
play by ‘Diarra Wilkerson ‘leit -CC

Prospector imeout.
CC had a 56-49 lead, hut managed -to kcep

“Southwestern In'the game. by missing free throws:

down the strétch, Tho Shamrocks were 15:0f-21°

* before the flnal'twa minutes, then went 4-of-11.
Stil), they had cnough of a Jead to keep Southwest- |

ern at’ bay; Hayes' threespolnter at the buzzer
made the score closer. bul 0": ou(cvme was the

me. B
" The loss left the r’mspeclon witha scason-cnd-
ifg 14-8 record, Pierce could only gralse Varga

for his performance, »'We wanted to front him and. .

give help,” the m coach
snlli “But he's a hul]uva player. “When he gels lhe
ball, he knows what to do with §
I{nym flnished with - 21..

poinu to
cerson had. 11, Kummer netted 15 for CC. Varga
and DBrlan Paluk had eight rebounds nplncc for.
cC. )l:)ugrabbcd clght for

lcnd.
Southwestern, 19 coming in the second half. Wllk-",_

for-13 shooting. Kummer missed his
tirst six shots In the second half,

“We're going to miss them (Varga
and Kummer), they were. lke our
bread and bultér,” Holowicki sald.
“We'lost, we're hurtlng and there's a
sting in our heart, but T've got to be
proud. Kelso Ls a good coach, a grlzz-
ly bear, and I enjoy coaching against
jm. Cooley makes very few mls-
takes and hefore the game we told
the kids )f they, makc any we got to
capltalize on them.”

Senlor guard Fred Monigomery,
whose right arm s shorter than his
left because of a birth defect, scored
nine of his game-high 13 points in the
.first quarter when Cooley opened up
2 19-18 first-quarter lead.

The tempo slowed considerably,
however, In the next eight minutes
as CC went nearly seven minutes
wlthout scorlng and Cooley held the
ball most of the time. The Cardinals
scored the tirst four points of the

second quarter to lead 2316 before’
the Shamrocks outscored the Cardt:
nats 7-1 in the last miavie to pull
within 26-25 at halftime,

KUMMER'S THREE-polnter fo).
lowed by a baskel oi the buzzer by
Junior forward Brian Paluk:
highlighted the rally.

‘The second half was a struggle for
the Shamrocks, who made twe of 10
shots from the- field and suffcred
ninc _turnovers. Holowickl would
have liked to have at Jeast another
«day to prepare for Cooley aiter beat-
ing Southwestern Tuesday.

“1t you make U to the reglona)
you'd think they'd accommodate the
fcams better, but I1's Southfleld's
prerogatlve,” Holowlcki 'sald carller

- in the week. “This was a tough re-

glonal. We played - man-to-map

. against Southwestern and against

Cooley on back-to-back nights and
not (g0 many.teamns In the Cathotic
League can do that.”
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