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Eaton’s obscurity won him Chrysler top job

This has been another bad week
tor journalism, at least fer those in
the business of predieting the tuture,
“rather than reportlng the past. Nor-
mally, it's far.easier to speeulate on
things like who -will be the next
chairman of Chrysler than take
notes, get wet, elc., which goes along
with more mundane reporting jobs.
The best speculatlon Is about some-
thing far enough In the future so that
when reality comnes due, most people
have forgoiten the idiotle prediction
you made way back when.

Not that there isn't some danger In
the speculation business. As 1 have
potnted cut in 1he past, nothing cools
an execulives chances to become the
next chairman of Chrysler, or Gen.
eral Motoes, fur that matter, like too
many speculative stories that put
you into oifice before your boss and
board of dircetors get around to

making up their minds.

Which brings us arourd to the
point: Who the heck is Robert Eaton?
In the tive years or 5o of speculatlon
abeut just who Is golng to succeed
Chalrman Lee, rumors have started
up about every top-level administra.
tor except posalbly Coleman Young
as a possible successor to the flam-
boyant “lacocca{Actunlly, even
Young may have been a candidate,
particularly when it turned out the
tast five acres of Jand to build the
new Jeep plant downtown was going
10 cost $50 milllen, but I dlgrcs.)
Nobody gave Eaton a chance, in
fact, nobody had tven heard of Ea-
ton.

WI'ILL. MAYLE a few. | remem-
bur Eaton as one of the principal ur-
chitecls of the Corvair, after which
he worked on the front-drive X-car
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program. Later, he was an \musunlly
quiet head of GM's engi-

having been named head of GM's

neering staff. AL the ime, 1 figured
he was so quict because he had a lot
of secrets. That was before Donald
Hunkle got the job and demonstrated
that you could talk a lot and still
keep secrets. Now | Know that Eaton
was being qulet so hat nobody
would write about him and mess up
his chances to, be chairman of
Chrysler.

Then Eaton sort of disappeared. .
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business people

Eaton {lnally
was scen In Czechoslovakia or some-
place like that, negatiating obtuse
deals 1a make defunct Russtan tank
tracks into suspenslon components,
an area where GM s credited with
being far ahead of the competlilon,
figuring that the remnants of the So-
viet Block will turn to Chevrolets as
soon as they get the food problem
straightencd out. This' was where
Chairman Lee found blm, and no-

ticed that Eaton had been in the auto
business for nearly 30 years, and no-
body at Fortune, Time, Newsweck or

» News had ever speculat
ed that he was going to become
chajrman of Chrysler.

Even the New York Tunes had
never heard of Ealon, mainly be-
cause Doron Levin, chict auto weiter
for the Times, was busy worklng on
a book about how the Japanese arc
going Lo take over Chrysler, and he
had been ignoring the meaningful

happenings in Eastern Europe.

CHAIRMAN LEE was impressed.
For one thing, Eaton was making a
1ot of money in a GM division, a race
achievemenl these days, slace most
GM dijvision onty made money after
they were sold to Roger Penske,
facocca rcpnr\edly hnd asked

Penske 10 be chairman of Chrysler,
hul PPenske didn’t wanl the pay cut.

Chrysler President Bob Lutz had
already been named Chrysler Chair-
man by Fortune, the Wall Street
Journal, the New York Times, and
David E. Davis Jr., editor of Auto-
mobile Magazine. These Important

" publications often polnted out that

Lutz had managed Lo orchesteate the
reorganization of the company and
developed a new line of cars that
will carry Chrysler forward for the
next msllennium Unlortunately, this
is the sort-of thing that the actual
chairman of a major auto company
likes to read about hipniself.

Bob Lutz, himself Tormer chair-
man of Ford of Europe, had heard of
Bob Eaton. “} just didn't think he'd
be my bass,” he said.
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Botsiord Cieneral Hospital has ap- . [~

pointed Ceastance {Bannle) Wood of
Blrmiggham as director of develop-
ment where she will oversee the hos-
pital's capital, campaign to ralse
funds for a '$30 million expansion
and senovation project.

Gary D. Lews;- chalrman, presi- '
dent and chiet executive officer of -

the Tray-hased 'iom.mullcs Corpora-

ot o
Ralph C.

Camille
Cl

tion, the
based miedical dmgnosuc and mont-
toring equipment, . announced * the
promotion of Gary R. Kippe to direc-
tor of manufacturing and lan Caully; -

. and the hire of James Youughlood as

a deslgnnr/dmllu

Man, powcr Ttmporury Services'

has appointcd Katbleen F:;I:y as’
district manager, a position ln which
she will oversee branches In Fnrm<
: Ingion Troy and Wnrun

Soulh!n.ld based”’ Franxlm ‘Bank’
has announced the appointments of
three -new- assistant vice president:
Linda A. Alvey, hle!lun l'rlcc and
Nancy. Hoebb.

\rnll Michlé has bccn hired as dl
rector of communications and mar:

keting fuf the Rochester 1Mlls Invest- .

ment advisory firm of SOuthworth &
'dd- awn Advisory Corp. :

‘)allu & Company, the Southficld-

based advertising firm, has appoint-
-ed Catherlne Chytry as graphic de-
signer and Carolyn Samuels as an
account executive for Lhe agency.

13b Alexander has been appolnted
account, coordinator, a position in
which he will-be responsible for traf- -

" ficking services for agency clients,’

of the advertising firm Kolan, Bittk:
& Dtsmnml lnc In.Troy. B

l.nmldlne Tlxncr has been ap-
pointed by Southfield-bascd -
Fruchauf Trailer Corperation to the -

“.. position of vice ]-rtsldenl nl hum.m
. resource

Kosiny ( tothes Inc. has 1m|oun«'d
ihe appiintrient of Thomas Mann to

Chapa Jr.

the position of manager at lts Kosins
LAthrup Viellage menswear store.

" Correll, Krywko, Harrel), Mor-
gante & Button, on of the 10.largest
Independent - metropolitan | Detrolt

certificd: public accounting firms, .

hns appﬂlnlnd Mike Trader to direct
firm's’

Geraldine

Wnyn B
Tigner :Mcarldg
Wayne Alrl!rldm ot thé Masori-Mc-

“Bride Insurance Agency in Troy was

choseri. among m,ore than 7,000
members of the Professional Inde,
pendent Insurance Agents of - Michi-

gan as this year’s reciplent of lhc .
W .

ildebrand Auard

cnnsull)ng services practlce

Roberta Black, president n{ D|a~
logue-Marketing, a Southfield-based
telemarketlog Hem,” has announced
the appointment of Aol Selby as
viee prcsldcnl of sales, -

‘Bruee Awusmelcr of F‘armlngmn
Hills, - Jacquellor  Walkowskl af

' ]-‘urmcr Hllls resident
Jon Page has been prémoted to sales

. manager in the Prudential’s fadian- |

apolis South Disiricy-cftice,

The International Board of Stand-
ards - and* Practices.
James Kirkland, pres(dent of Diver-
sified Finpnctal Services in.Troy, to
serve on-a task force to ‘develop
technicat for cllent pres.

Plymouth, . Jennifer
Wlillam McGee Jri, and Wllllnm
Schuetz 'and have -been promoted
from senjor accountants -0 mana-
gers In the Detrolt Audit department
of Deloitte & ’l‘nuchc

Trerice Tosto the Birmingham
commercial real estate broker has
u;\polmcd Camitle Cleveland of

1d Township as
broker in the cnmmcrclnl office divi-
sion.

Halph C. Chopa Jr.-has jolxie'd the

- law flrm of Kaufman and Payton'as
“an associate at the Hrm's Farmlnu N

ton lllllsalllce

Dav B Ilﬂnl]ln of Dc(roll has
b(-en clected chalrman -of the board

"ol directors of State of Israc] Bonds, |
. an jnternational securities organiza- ..

" tion otfering interest-bearing. tnsiru-
ments jssued by the govcmmcnl o!
Israet.

entatiuns In the performance of per- .
sonal financial plnnnlng .

Core Industrics Inc: in Bloomfleld
Hills hus announced the election of
Pavid i, ZImmer to the positions of
president, ebiel  exccutive officer
and director

clarification

In'an article’ Jast week ‘about ‘child *

safety, It-was incorrectly stated that
parts-and labor come with a lifetime

guarantee.’ The ‘artlele should have |

sald a one-year uarranly

has named |

® INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Thursday, March 13 - The

Sautheastern Chapter of the Interna-

tional Facility Management Associa-

_tion monthly meeting wilt be at the

Troy Marriott beginning ai 5:30 pan,
ames' Newman of Ther-
s Inc, Ca)) 577-1462.

@ INVESTING SEMINAR
Tucsday, March 24 — Free invest-

ing and tax seminag noon to 1 p.m. at

Merrill Lynch, 32255 Northwesiern

Highway; Triatria Building Sulte’

260, Farmington-Hills. Information;

* Dennls llcmln. 1 800-931 0446,

. SUCCESSFULINVESTING
Tuesdny, March 24 — Free semi-

nar, “Successiul Investing for the
" '90%." 10 a4n."to noon at the Farm-
* inglon Hills Pudlic Library; 3273712
-Mile, ‘Farmington -Hills. (between.

Orchard- Lake ~and - Farmington

roads). ,Spoosor Merrll) Lym:h In-.
" *formation: 446- 1219

" Lee, 596-7329, or Bill Lichtenberger. . : %8
162:3355.” Spansor: -Detroit.

L CDI\#SERVATIVE

. INVESTING

Wednesday, March 25 - Jnhn .l
Fmdlmg 15t vice. president of Shear:

. son Lehman Brothers wiil present a

seminar op 12 Conservative Ways
to Beat today's. Low CD and Monhcy
Market Rates at the Embassy Sultes,
Livonla beginning at 7 p.m. Call 1-
800-482- 6182. ext, 6663,

® CONSULTANT SEMINAR
Thursday, March 26 — School-
craft College i Livoma is accepting
registration for “Becoming a Con-
sultant,” -a onc-day seminar begin-

_ mingat 7 p.m. Call 462-4448.

® BUSINESS START-UP

. Thursday. March 26 — Sirive;-a -

nuuork and suppori grotp for wom-
en in bulsiness mecis at 6:30 p.m.'at
the ‘Troy Public Library. ' Topic:

_“How-10 Basics of Small- Business
_Start Up and Taking Charge of Your -

Fmances » C.’l)l 391-0086.

401 (k) }&dvisors, Ing.v 1992
lre you malung the right investment
choices in your 401 (k) plan?
My 7 year annualized return is 17.5%

To discuss ‘your 401{k) investment upuons or olhe(
ptoducts and learn what is best lor you, cail R.\chmd

“MOTIVATE WHEN YOU DONATE”

Help us help those in need
by your used car, boat, real estate -
for charltable purposes. B

- CALL 373-9000

‘- VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA

i 1o 0e
w2 SO

VandenBnul, [D, Cenified

cail 900-933-401K

1$2.50 per mnute)

Or send S15 to 401(k) Advisors, Inc.
for

“How To Invest Your 401(k) Plan”
P.O. Box §30854 - Livonia, Ml 48153

the booklet

* Must be 18 years old
800 am to 1100 ani M-Th
200 pro 10 $ 00 pm MTh
700 pim to 300 pra M-Th
10 00 atn 1o 360 pm Sat.
EST - Lwoma. Miclugan

Ponlolio Managar- Mnnulncnuou Bank

Developed Pansion Ponialio MI'L.MS

for Maccabees Life [nsurance Com
Sepos Vice Pxesldnm

Regisicred Investment M\‘ucr

20 Years Exponence

Harbor Capual
Sponsor of Harbs-r Fun

wscrs
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their affillation with

current taxes

Interest rate

1f you'd like to keep more ol your interest earnings
instead of sending them to Uncle Sam, | have a plan
you shoutd see. This plan ¢an:

© Shelter your interest earnings from
® Accumulate cash at a competitive current

® Pay you a generous retlrement Income

How to
STOP
paying
taxes
on your
earnings

“ployee performance, Qualifies for

@ ‘ART OF COMMUNICATION

" Monday, March 30 — “The Art of
Cammunication™ and how to develop
superior peopte skills witl be the sub-
ject of a one-day seminar beginning
at 7 p.m, presented by educater an
speaker Nido Qubeln at the Sheraton
Southfield Hotel. Call 362-2424.

® EVALUATING EMPLOYEES -
“Tuesday.-March 31 ~ Walsh Col-
lege continuing education will pres
ent a. Human Resaurce ‘\Innagemnm
workshop on hopw to evaluate em:

continulng  education crcd!l Call

689.8282.

BETTER BENEFIYS st

Fridny, Aprll:3 — "Benclllllng
and Rewarding a Changing - Wark:
force™ 9:11:30 a.nm. at the Radisson
Plaza Hotel In Southtield. Non-mem-
ber fee: $35. The. progeam will be- -
preceded by a continental breakfast -

.8:30:9 a.m. The'breakfast ls included - -

in.the charge. Informatlon: Karen

Arca
Chapter of the International Seciety
ul Employee Benefit Speciallsts.

Inforniation - ]vr this "column-
should be sent to the business ¢
tor, Qbserver & Eccentric’ New
fiapers, 36251 Schoolcra!( Livo-
na 45150 K

ln,funnqrwn must be received
by Moudop 1o be published in the
Thursday issue Publication can-
not be guarantecd.

Information should contain u
dagtime telephione number uwhere
wnformation can be verified,

The Bank of Bloum{leld Hllis will
be giving away-1992 Cadillac Sev-
illus, in lieu of inlerest, to customers
who make minimum deposits Inte

. certificates of deposit at-the two-

year-ald private bank. Up until De-
cember 31, The Bank of Bloomtleld
Hills witl give a 1992 Cadillac Sev-
ille to any customer who purchases a
$250,000, 30-month certificate of de-
posit. “A customer who dcposits
$125,000 into a 30-tnonth certilicate
of deposit wil) be offered the use of a

_Cadillac Sevilic under a 30-month
leasesprogram. For morc’ Informa-

tion call the bunk at 644-2301.

The Metalworking Divislon of Car-

% g Detrolt Corp: moved lts sales,
* proposal, éngincering and ‘adminis-

trative departmesits 1o the compa.
-ny’s facillty in Abburn Hills, The fa-
citity 1§ located at 4475 Perks Road
n"the, Perks Road Industrial Com-
plex. The telephore number is 377-
0300°and the telefax number Is 377-

Mark O'Brlen Consulting in Union

" Lake, offers one oi one consultatlan,

brainstorming your ideas, market-
I1ng. starting your business, public re-
lations and invenuons The phunc
number is wa 1415,

Mph:l Envlronmental Refrigera-
tion Co. 10 ‘Rochester Hills has
recelved a major order- from Ford
Moalor Compary's Engine Divislon to
supply process cooling and temperas

ture control systems for Ford's Zeta *

1T engine plart 1n Chihuahua, Mexi-
co

our comlottable work dies

¥ di stere Macutosh?
computer ientild

b Laser pupters

P Ksnho's Macpass now

avandable

Open 24 hours

29306 Orchard Lake Rd.,

kinko's

the copy center

thc mto om Apples‘fD
_wnth nobite out of your wallct.

You have the lthl nk _ yoi don’t base the Mae 1o
ik them Dappen 1 Kaoker's, e By € e soolutm’
 You'H find the ot you need o g

¥ A seleanon of leading sotiware

5001 Woodard Ave., Detrait - 832-1442
781 Big Beaver Rd., Troy -
28641 Northwestern Hwy,, Southficld - 358-5670
330 Hamilton, Birmingham - 540-7755

Farmington Hills - 932-3373
Locations alse in Auburn Hills and Macomb
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680-0280

$2.50 Value!

This association enahles the GRANNAN INSURANCE for your lifetime [} e KINKO'S s |
AGENCY to provida vory compotitive promiums along @ Guarantee growth at 4'4% Interest [} E-'—-——— ——/—1—1— R
with quality service. Giva thom a call. They can save © Oltor all \his and mora without fees, 1 = a1 ) 1
you monoy! charges, or sales londs 1 T T Uwrco tottion |
. The plan? it's Super MAX, a single premlum annuity i 1
{313) B50-2733 trom Jackson National Lite! Want to know more? Call 1 n 1
James Grannan - Agent me today. There’s no obligation. 1 1

Kathy Oiweean - Agent : MacPats Discount Rates: Remal Tume s $00- b » Cases Pty - 50¢ |

NORMAN WEAST, CFP « AGENT Ea " * < remg . e

BUSINESS INSURANCE 790 Uvernols Rd. s et O SO NATIONALLIFE o3 * i - :h-r:"::n m:m remarine o oo use 1 : B

v
PERGONAL INSURANCE Sulte #401 Plymouth, M1 48170 Insm-nncuE[lmpmyﬂg1 |_ even mare wi the 60-punzh :»Tlm'ﬁvrﬁarr:—x‘_l 5
FLHEATH Rocheates Hils 48307 (313) 455-2626 IR Tomitoor cotrap it et oot )




