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Wrlting s sawcthing that' Philip

‘Slomevitz ins 10 do and loves {o do.
© “Some things Just need to be said,”
plalned the 95-year-old founder
and retired cditor of  Southfield-
baseil The Jewish News.
. The internationally respecied
‘journalist, now hlind and contined to
is Southficld apartment, retlred as
itor In 1984 nfter he sald hls publl-
‘cation, which serves the metropoll-
1an Detroit Jewlsh community. N
o Dt Slomovitz never stopped wrlt
1ng his column which appears week-
Jy in The Jewish News,

In the 50th anniversary celebra-
tlon issue of the News on March 27,
“my’ column will be on by credo
when § first estahlished the paper [n
1942, Slmpovitz sald lo ao inter-
view Thursday. :

‘That Includes "soclal justlee for
‘2l faiths and all nationality back-
{grounds and 1o serve as a defending
tce ngainst any form at menace 10
he Jewlsh peaple, . And to support
“the Zionlst movement which was
then striving to find o Jewish home-

land."

When he flrst composed this il waa
“fust at the emergence of the Holo-
caust and six years before the estab-
lishment of the State of Isracl.”

He also dedlcated hls newspaper
10 let the Jewlsh community know
the news of theie nelghbors “and o
ensure that they have knowledge of
their past history and lmdillnns as
m? relate 1o the prese

MOVITZ HAS wrillen a weck-
ly columa far 70 years, first when he
worked for the Detroit News, then
during his 18 years wlith the Detroit
Jewish Chronlcle before founding
‘The Jewish News, “In the 70 years, [
missed just one Issue,” he sald. “That
was the first edition after I retired.”

He never puns out of subjects, he
sald. "The moment I run out of ldeas
something elsc s emerging.

“For Instance, ! know ['m golng to
be writing about Menachem Begin
(who dicd recently), I've known him.
so-fong. I Introduced him at public
functions I Isracl, *

“Also, I'll be wdung about recent
reports of the-rlse.of a very ugly.
type of growling anti-Semitism in
cvery state In our nation.— the skin-

‘In the 70 years, |
missed just one issue.
That was the first
edition after I retired.’
— Philip Stomovitz
Founder, The Jewish News

heads nml the besmirehing of syna-
gopues."

Slomovitz admits it's not as casy
to do'his columns as it was when his
vision was better and he was able to
1ype it hinsedf a1 his office desk.

Now he has a reader who comes In
dally to help him. Together they go

The Jewish News is turning 50

By Alice Colline
stadt writnr

“The Jewish News, which serves
the-Jewish communlty of metro-
politan Detrolt, will mark its 50th

* anmhlversary with its March 27 edi-
tion. Bt bas also published-a 150-

. page commemoratlve book fedtur-
ing the roproduction of 50 of s
most Important {ront pages, :

In addition, the newspaper will
. spunsor ‘and t()—\pm\snr a. number
of events and actlvitles during the

3&1!’. ‘according o assoclate pub- .

. Higher ?\r(hur !lnrwlw Amung'

those wlll be the annual Israell In-
dependence Day celebration May
3.10 and nelghborhood projects in
Oak Park and Southficld In the
summer.

The Jewish News . was founded -
by Phillp Slomovitz in 1942. Ity of-
fices are-in Southfleld and it is
printed In Detroit. :

Horwitz sald the publlc:ulon re-
talned its jndependence when ‘-
was sald In 1984 to a group led by

. Charles Buerger who also owns the

Battlmore Jewlsh Timu and . lhu
Atlanta Jewish Tim
"’I'IIE !lBADFIlSlIlI’ isa rc(]nc

tion of the Detroit Jewish comtau.
nity,” sald Horwitz, . "everyone
from a busincss * executive . wha
might Tive in Bloomfleld Hills to o
Torah scholar In Oak Park, {rom a

single parent In West Bloomileld to -

a senor citizen tn Southfield: The
Jewlsh News [s-one thing that un-
ites ihe Detroit Jewish community

every Friday regardless of fwhere .

they live or whatever lJIL‘h' demo-
graphic pratite.”

. The newspapes experienced a m
pereent increase in paid circulatlon
over the last tive years taking it'to
21,0002 \wck
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aver his mail. Slomavitz dictates his
colurn to his reader who delivers it
10 The Jewish ‘News for tinal typing.

for publication. But Slomovitz silll -
‘has an’ opportunity to examine a

proof of his column before publica-
tiops so that he may make correc-
tions If necessary.
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SLOMOVITZ WAS born In Russia
and immigraied to the United Siates
in 1910. He llved with his family Ln
New Jersey untll It became time for
him to go 1o college. Then he moved
to Ann Arbor where he atiended the
University of Michigan and carned
his Journallsm degeee. Later he
moved to Detrolt and then South-

-Aield.

Slomovltz has ‘many storles -and
memorles 10 relate about bls years
a5 a journalist through most ol the
20th Century.

He met his wife, “my betoved
Anna,”* when both were aftending a
Zionist Movement convention In
Cleveland and they have been mar-
ried for 66 yoars. .-

She Is bedridden now, and two
nursing alds come to their apart-
ment every day to help. "I'm with
Her all the time now. We still eat to-
gether and talk together,” he sald.,

"She was a great, help o me
through the years” She was born
here. She not only knew English

well, but Hebrew, Yiddish and Ger- -
man, We' traveled : together, We-

made 22 trips to Israe! starting in
1949 right auer the emergence of Is-

lindness, age can’t silow down journalist

rael”

His wife served as his reader up to
the time she became incapacitated.

Slomovltz declded to start his own
newspapeér, he said; “hecause after
worklng for the Chronicle, a family-
owned newspaper, for 13 years,
much of it as editor, they Indicated
to me that a couple members of the
famlly were going 1o take over those
dutles.”

THAT'S WHEN HE barrowed
$18,000 from frichds and started his
awn newspaper. “From the start it
was mine. 1 was cditor and publish-
er. 1 wrote all the editorials and my
column. 1. wrote wherever I.was,
even overseas. 1 always did the work
and we'd send it back.” .

The Jewlsh-News caught hold af-
ter a shori period of time and he re-
patd his debt, he said. Eventually it
100k over the Chronlcle.

He has authored 1wo books, "With-
out Mallce," and “Purely Commen-
tary: Philip Slomovitz's 60 Years as
a Newspaperman.” His cditorlals.
and columns sometlmes made na-
tlonal news through the years. And
he has won numerous henors.
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