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Anti-incineration towns stress togetherness

8y Wayno Poal
stalf writor

Incineratlon was once a hol Oak-
land County topie, bivt snme commu-
oty leaders are now getting cold
feel.

Incincrator plans were put on hold
— perhaps for good — when Indus-
rial glant Westinghouse backed out
on its contract 10 build the county
waste-to-energy plant.

Before they seck a

{icials aren’t the only ones urging
the counly to consider other options.

.Recycling is also gelting a boost
from West Bloomtield Supervisor
Sandra Draur

“IF WE MAKE a commitment to
recyeling, we may find we don't
need ta build an incinerator, or at
least build one so hig,” she sald.

Draur found litile support for the
incinerator among other members of

county officinls are .l:klng uhnlher
are 'still i

the county
“Only one wv.nshlp slgned the

Incineration. For many, the ﬂnxwvr
could be no.

“1 belleve it's time we lovked
again at the three R's (reduce, reuse
and recycling),” Rochester  Hills
Mayor Billie Ireland said.

Ircland's opposition i3 no surprise.
Last year, Rochester Hitls residents
aggressively campalgned 2gainst the
“nearhy Auburn Hills incinerator site
~ fearing falling ash and toxic dis.
charges would, ruin their suburban
netghborhoods.

1t these'days, Hochester Ihlls of-

IGA (inlergs agrecment
‘mthunzmu the Inclneramr) and that
was Addison,” she sald. “One of the,
major jssues for all of us Is v:hunsn
Roing to cost,”

Cost is “the big tactor” Bloom{leld
Township - administratlve " assistant
Diive Payne agreed.

“We're wamng to sce what ‘the
county proposes,” he sald.

Other communitics nrn actlng on
their own,

“We're rull) kind of a not parile-
ipant {in-the county plan),” Birming-

ham City \iannger *Thomas Mnrkns

_Oakland chanibers ne‘_twork'

%" Oakfasid County chambers of cum-
merce are gelting together for a
Tuesday, March 24, business nef-

. working event billed as the county’s
biggest business card exchangi this
year.

. ‘Fhe'event is scheduled for 6-8 p.m.”
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‘also a RRIRASOC . member.

sald. Birmingham, is one of the com-
munltles which betong 10 the Sauth
Qakland County Resource Recovery
Avuthorlty (SOCRRA)

SOCRRA, which operated a now-

“ closed Madison llelghts incinerator,

is investigatlng building another one
of Its own, Markus said.

Southficld, a member of another
eight-community waste disposal
Rroup, is waltlng to discuss-the jssue
with other communities. .

"We're going to be meeting with
other members of RRRASOC (Re-

_source Necovery and Recycling Au-

thority of Southwest Qakland Coun-
ty)" public works director Thomas
Vukonich said.

Farmington Hills Cﬂy manager
William Costlck said he'd like to sce
the county back creation of i new
landtill.

“I'm convinced the future is in
landfills,” said Costick, whose city is
“The
technology i3 there to make landlills
safe and we're sceing that landfills

cun be built at hatf the cost of incin-
erators.”

" TEN YEARS AGO. Costick said.
the state Department of Natural Re-
saurees was propesing incincrators
as o safe alternative to waste bury-
g “"Now, it's just the mh(r way
around.”

Oakland officials have been push-
ing incineration at least that long ~—
an carly 1980s plan catled for small
Incinerators  scatiered throughout
the county -— but have met resist-
ance all along the way. Not so long
dgu, & county owned and operated
iandfil was also part of the plan, but
that met major resistance from tar-

Kuted conmunitics.

Sull, there 1s no guacantee alter-

‘One of the major issues for all of us is
what is it going lo cost.’

— Sandra Draur

West Bloomlield Supervisor

eycling

Even f al) Oakland communities
eventuilly madu recycling mandato-
ry, experts belicve there would still
be a nieed for Landfidls.

Landfill permils are difficult to
ebtain, however, and counties are i
creasingly less likely to share thelr
fandtill space with others. :

~These reslriction on cross county

natives would prove tess controver: -

s1al
Bloom-

landhlt use-are Just silly.” Costick,
fe've all got Lo work togeth:

Togetheraess: 1s the key, Ircland
agreed.

“Whatever we da. wa: should do it
together,” she sid “You can't ex-
pect, communities to solve the solid
waste problemn on thewr own”

fuld Township, Bingham ' Farms,
Wesl Bloomfield und - Farmingten
Hills, among - cther communities,
have already introduced curbside re-
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