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|Housing rehab program
[to be reviewed by city

Conlinuod from Pago |
added.

In-1991-92, the clty earmarked
$251,000 (includlng $60,000 of loan
repayments) of the total $394,000
block grant money for about 40
houslng rehabiiltation projects.

INCOME-ELIGIBLE resldents
apply for loans or grants to the .
Housing ~Rehabllitation Loan
Board. Successful applicants are
glven a list of contractors for need-
ed work. Project costs are brought
back 1o the city. But the loan board
apparently does not see-the b
Costick sald. .

““Frankly, the (Mmbottoms)
report Ls quite critical. The last
thing we want is to lose this moncy

' coming to this communliy,” coun-

climan Alde Vagnozzi said.

Ranesbottom told the clty coun
<)l she would send her written
statement to the Department of
Housing and Urban Development,
which finances and administers
block grant programa.

Costick sald Plante & Moran au:
ditors arc expected to develop.lm-
proved procedures for the houslng
program’ governing how appllca-
tlons and blds are processed,
record keeping, as well as lmprav.
Ing communicatlon between the
loan board and residents who
receive help. .

*We'll be looklng at getting more
feedback at the close ~of each
project,” . Costick ‘sald. “There
hasp't: been a formal nppeal pro-|
ccubotmc

. conilnues tn some areas of
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Blight remains despite enforcement

By Josnno Mallezowak|
ataff weiter

" 1do Rancsbottom will tel] you that with houses
priced $72,000-3125,000 Olde Town and
Meadowbrook Helghts are not slums. But blight

court; let’s make a deal; nelghborhood feud,”

Rancsbottom said. “The list of why a complaint -

cannot be handled is long. However, one excuse
we get s [t's an ongolng problem. Qur question is
why? Why are zoning vlolatlons ongoing?” -~

No answer was given by céuncll members or

Hills, desplte a federally flnanced code enforce-
ment offlcer charge to elear up the problems.

“There is a perceptlon [n thls program that
since the hirlng of an additlonal zoning inspector
things have been made better.for the arcas he has -
had assigned to him, We are here tonight to tell
you this not true,” sald Ranesbottom, secretary of
the Olde T Helghts
crs Assoclatlon.

Ranesbattom objected to using block grant
moncy to help pay for a code enforcement officer
hired specmcally for the southeast sectton of the
l:Ily

“The city of Farmlnglun Hlls and the ndmlnls- .
tration sends lnept, unqualitied personnel to en-
force the ‘zonlng ordinances. of the city,” Ranes-
bottom said: “The money being expended from -
the CDBG (Community "Development . Block
“Grant} funds for a zonlng offlcer fs beltig spent
unwiscly and we, as representatlves of our mem-
bers, object to the contlnuation of allocation of
mionies for the expense of an inctiective zoning
olficer.”

. RANESBOTTOM WASN'T alone. Some councll
members Monday agreed that block grant moncy
should not be used to help pay the szlary of a code
enforcement officer. But surprise ‘crossed their
{ares when Ranesbottom told them zoning and
code problems are worse today than iwo years
ago when the offlcer was hired. B
“They very ones (camplalnts) he was hired to
clean up, flat bed trucks, flat bed trucks that are
double-wheeled, trallers-that park on the street
and the property of the offenders have Inereased.
We-are told these trallers are used for the offend.
crs' hobbles,™ Ranesbottom said, .
“When zonlng complilnis are pl:u:cd the usual

Qv of -the Midwast's

clty s. But promises were made (o
chuck Into the preblem,

“0'think Mrs. Ranesbottom £5 expressing con-
cern we have to pay attentlon to," councllman
Terry Sever sald, “We're not dellverlng to the
community when we go 20-some months before
this comes to the councll.”

Using hlock grant money to defray the cost ofa
code enforcement officer's salary was started (wo

cars ago when residents In southeast Farmington
Illll[a complalned about code and mnlng viota-
tlons,

"IN THE FIRST year, block grant money nlunc
was used for the new officer, Last year, the clty
councl] agreed to pay half the $42,000 salary and
{ringe benelits, with the other half coming from
block grant money.

For 1992.93, Clty Manager Willlam Ca:llck has
recommended that block grnnl meoney.pay 75 per-
cent or $32,000 af the poslilon,

With new: that prohlcm: are not belng salved in

Hiits, on the dis-
tribution ol block grant money botween the hous-

effort with goals and objectives that can be mea-
surcd. I want to nddru the tasues raised to fm-
prove the program.”

Olde Town resldent Massle Kurzeja, chalrwom-
an of the Farmington Hills Zonlng Board of
Appeals, told the councli she wanted a zoning in-
spector hired for the whole city, not just the
southenast secilon. Money for a code enforeement
officer should be put toward the capital improve-
tments sectlon of the block grant program. “Hire
two Lnspectors for the eity out of taxes,” she sald.

COUNCIL MEMDERS also asked for a report
of zonlng and code violailons on record in he
cliy’s'planning and communlly development de-
partment. “I would like 1o have those numbers,”
said councitman Ben Marks, who opposes using
block grant muney for .the code inspeclor pro-
gram.

fanesbottom and Kurzeja also questioned the
process used to develop the proposed Comprehen-
slve’ Housing Affordabllity Strategies Report,
which {s part of the applicatlon process for block
geant moncy from the Department of Housing and
Utban Development.

A publle hearing was scheduled to discuss the
-repart, But It was-not a city councll 'hearing and
the public was notlficd of the December, hearlng
through a [egal ad in the Obscrver,

“The resident of Farmington Hills and you, as

Ing n:h-ﬂz]lllullun program, code
capital || and
postponed until Aprit lS

* Thal's when the councl] wants some answers.
For starters, Sever requested — and, Costick
agreed — that block grant program adminisira-
1ors Richard Lampl and Dale Coumcgnn st down
wllh restdents and di ine goals and obj

were

our repr . should have usasa
whole; how we would be-affected, et us know
what is going on, let us know what. Is required in
the application and why the five-year plan be-
came a part of the CDBG application,” ansbnl-
tom said.

zoning and code
'Short of that, I'm reluctant to spend nnymorc
money,” Sever sald adding he nonctheless agrees
the gode enforcement officer. should be financed

. with block grant money.

Costick " said ‘Tuesday that meeting: will “take

place withln a week, “We'll talk about a concerwd
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The:plan Is a document that ldentlfies the need
{or hoosing and offers a plan on how
that need will be fulfllted,
“We handled it administratively,” Costick xalﬁ‘
reférring to the document :lm{ the public hearing. -
Kurzeja requested a copy of the report under
the Freedom Of Informailon Aet from BUD, “1
_ fecl )t Is your responsibllity to let us know,” *
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