240

O&E Monday, March 23, 1802

HI“S planners OK zone change

Comlnuoa from Pago 1

CKER WONDERED whether
tenants for the expanded center would come from
nearby centers or outside the clty. *] dm con-

cerned over the cconomic viability of Farming- |
. ton-Farmington Hills."

Wendy Strip-Sittsamer, executlve director of
the Farmington Downtown Development Authorl-
ty, read ploud a resalution adopted by DDA mem-
bers who op] the rezoning for expansion.

Unused comaqerclal property In both cliles, as
well as both citiés’ hlstory of considering the com-
patlbllity of uscs along: shared borders, were
among reasons mentioned by the DDA for oppos:
Ing the rezoning.

.. . the clty of Farmington had similar op-
portunlllu to rezone propertles at the corner-of

Drake and Grand River Av:nu:, but elected to
maintain the office zoning 30 as not Lo adverscly
lmpacl the arca’s already overhullt ‘retall space
! according to the rcsalullon
.llm Mitchell, chalrman nl me Farmington
Planning C

2lso asl
to conslder the total impact of lhe rezoning on the

enilre Grand River corrider.

“The Farmlngton community doesn’t need thls‘
expansion and certainly It Is unwise in these eco-
nomic times,” Mlichell zaid, .

FARMINGTON IILLS residents Cheryl Oliver-
lo and Mary Buha agreed with Mitchell.

“We are ODing on these little malls wlth. gro-
ccry stores. I think we've got-cnough, People wllt
only spend so much money,” Ollverio safd. You

will hurt downtown Farmington We're averload-
od with this steff. Thece's gul (o D¢ @ 310 suaie-
where."

Mary Buha “wondered whether the Beztak
Bullding Co. s in the wrong business. “They keep -
telling me, ‘Gee, thls shopping center has not been
profitable since the day they apened It,’ ** she said,

Bertak Building Co. has not been denled the use
of its property. “T don't think they have done a
good ]ob up til now so donl have a lot of faith

sald.

She compared the Muirwood Center with other
centers near Grand Rlver and Drake roads that
are stlll In business, Prlces are lower In those

" stores, Buhu sald. "Maybe they {Beztak officials)

have forced the economic hnrdshlp o them-

" selves.”

Plan mcludes $3 million: throwaway

By Jn-nnl Mllhzlw:hl
ataff wrltor.

he proposed expanslon of Muirwood Square in-
c!udes the demolition of 30,000'squarc-feet of the
.existing center on the norlhwml corner of Drake
Road and Grand River.’
"That

This.is what the proposed wellands on Peltz-MDOT look like
on paper. In reality, the wallands will have flooded recds,
grasses and aquatic plants. Dead trees will ba brought in as
roosting and perching spols for wildlife.-A kidnoy-shaped

Conllnuud trom Page 1
way said. -

sloped and sceded - with pralre
grasses, In some areas, clover will
.be planted. Altogether, about 3.5-4
acres of MDOT will be disturbed
for the wetlands, Holloway sald.

-'AS A WATER source for the
wellands, plans fnclude flooding
part of an adjacent wooded area.

fish,” Holloway said. . .

The ‘arcas of water, such as
where it wil be '8 feet deep, will
meet all Oakland County - safety
standards, Holloway sald.

is, :halrmnn of the Pnllz M;D(Yl' ad
hoc commit

aroa of 6-foot-daop water aiso wiil be part of the wetlands.

| Healthy’habitat
is wetlands goal:

Land nraund the wclu\nds will be‘ '

" llng certaln nature ymlec!.s in the

“We'lt'add. water opportunities for .
plants that arc not now on site and .

~birds and reptiles and potentially . er,” Holloway sald,

“There won'l be any easy access ©
to the open water,” sald Mark Dav-+

Ilo!'luw-y s plan does riot nclude -.til it matures,” he said,

bringlng in certaln types of wIIdIHc
once the wetlands have been built.
“Specles introduction Is not ‘part
of the plan. A successful wellnnd
should nllrucl specles on [ts own,”
Holloway., sald, addlng that docsn’t
rule out u-mlm:d groups from tack-

Llnks wilt be built by plnnllng
seedlings to connect the existing
area ‘with the-new wetlands. Tt
would act as a habitat corridor so

squirrels ‘and deer, Jor .cxample, |-

can travel from one aren to anoth-

- In the late summer a yur ‘alter
the wetlands are hullt, Holloway
said, visitors will be able to tell
whether the plantlogs .and see-
dlings have taken, * N

“After. the vegclmlon matires
and the water has'chemlcally‘sta-
bilized, then we will know, You re-,
ally can't expect much out of it un-"

-Cheerleadmg honors .

“.of speclal assessment district for

'swept again by FHS

On Feb, l bath. the annlngum
High School v:uslly and -junlor var-
sity squads performed in and swept
the cheerleading . competltions - at
Llvonla Churchlll High School, It
marks the second year Farmington
High has captured the trophy. .

The particlpants were teamns from
Northville, . Farmington Harrison,

Walled Lake Central, Plymouth Sa-

lem and Livonia Stevenson, Franklin
and Churchill high schools.

The, Farmington . High varsity
squad, led by senlor captalns Chris-

- and sccond In cheer/dance evenu
- The team members tneluded senlors

Valerie Tabaczka, Sara Smolek, Jenl
Cook, Diane Ford; Amanda- Davis,
and junlunl _Tammy . Hasan, Mlssl
Surma; Corl McLaughila and Amy -
Davidson. '

The junlor vnnlly lenm, ch by
captalns Jenny Weins and Angle Ste-

* vens, swept thele three evcnu. dopli-
catlng the 1981 team's success at

last year's competitions. The junlor
varsity supporting cast consists of
Junlors Jenell Rickard, Christine
Alonzo .and !

tine Oates and Heather
placed first In both the team cheer
and the crowd participation checer

blanco, Ashlee Nelson, Angle Jacobs,
Andrea Wilt and Ericka Stechkine.

. office service, to B-3, general busl-

z Momi- |

&P, Cuge

&~ Remember Classified

With an Qbserver & Eccéntric Classified
ad...you'll moke money hand over fistl

DO...-AR

EVERYTHING
SELLS FOR .

1

architect Leonard Slegal, who - presented - the |
Farmington Hills Planning: Commisslon with a
basle overvlew of the proposed expansion.

1n addition to demolishing a portion of the cen-
ter on its western edge, plans call for bullding
84,000 square feet of new space, making an ex-
p:mdcd center-of 105,000 square fect: Plans in-
cludo space for a'40, 000 square feet nnchor. which
wil] likely be a grocery store.

Slegal told planning mmmmloncﬂ ‘that the
Beztak Bulldlng Co., which owns the center, s
talking to four poulblc tenznts who.~— if all gocs
swell — could possibly oceupy 70,000 of the 84,000

square fect that will be bullt. Other tmnu in lhc .
center could be rclocnlod

PLA.NS CALL for expandlng onslx n! 12 vacant

" acres Immediately adjacent to the western side of

the center. The remalning ‘six ‘acres would be
maintained 23 open space unless the Myirwood

Apartments dcc!du (u upen 2 privnlc day cnrer

0 $3 mtllion lhrownwny," sald”

center or Indoor-recrention area on the pmpeny.
- Slegal sald.
The rezoning rcques; Ll nclunlly Lhrec dl{!ercnl
rezouings:
® Rezone about 1.7° ums on'the north odge of
the complex from D-2, commuaity busloess dls-

trict, to BC-2, multiple lumlly. ’me parcell lmnl )

- Drake Road,
® Rezone about hall of &' ll!!le more lhan 12
acre parcel west of the center from multiple fam-
lly to communlity business. The pnmc] fronts
Grand River, N
 Rezdne about an scre of Fl, parklnx dis- |
“triet, to B-2, community business. :

"No questlon there’s going ta be some lncmse "

in tratilc here,” Siegal said, adding that wonld
happen if Beztak bullt apartments and offices ds.
the existlng zoning would allow, -
. Apartments would bring -new “tralfle to’ the
“area. OHlce usé would bring traffic probably
trom outside the clty, An expanded shopplng cen-
ter would be -mostly redistributed anllnglon
Hills lmﬂlc. Slegal safd, = -
Beziak, however, has ageced — If thny recclva
.rezofing — that they would improve the Grand «
* River-Drake interscctlon on the Farminglon Hitls
slde, If the cities of Fnrmlnx(un nnd annlngwn
Il)llsdonldnil _ :

- Beatak's rezoning request has 4 long history ~
lhrw-ycars long ta be exact. Since 1988, the pro-
'posed expansion of the center has hrought aupport
and opposition from area bustnesses and res
dcnu as we ¢l1 as local palulcl.-ms

HERE'S' WHAT'S happened with chl’: In-
_tentlonsto cxpand tn the last three years: .

*.eDec. 1, 1988 = planning comml.uloncu
"study a rezoning request but take no action

: @ Feb, 16, 1983 — a public hearing Is hela b
lore the planning commisslor, which recommends

denial of the remnlng Beztak withdraws Iis re.

" quest.

. Aug 3, 1989 — Bcztnk mubmlls a plan and
the plannlsy cammlulon ngnln. sludics the re.
quest.

o Nov. 16, 1989.— comml.ulonm have anom
“er’ publle henrfng and recnmmend approval. ol e
» 20ning. :

'@ Ded. 18, 1989 - the Fnrmlngtnn Hills City
* Council denles rezoning request.” .
. ® Jan. 9,1992 ~ Beztake lppmn Before plan-
ning commissloners, proposing another reronlng .
!nr the Muirwood Sqtmre roperty.

. ® March 19,7192 =~ plnnnlng comm!ssloners
hnve a, public hearlng and m:ﬁmmcnd npproval
. nnherezunlngmqnut. e o

‘on the ag_nda

. Below are Mghhghu from': lhe Rcsanms grant lo buy prcpcrty ln

aucndn.! of aaucmmenl meetings . . section 32.

7:30 pam, Manday, March 23 -

Twn public hendnp nrc uhod-

Please call znnlng olflce for ugcn-
da 173-9540

- Rezoning requeat, lmm 05—1.

ness, at 30000 Orchnrd Lake Road.
Propanents and owners: Sondra and
Jared Schubiner. .

& Conslderatlon of determination

.- road Improvement for Ruth Avenue..
*The council will consider appoint-
ments to boards and commissions; as~
well as the adoption of city.council
rules and procedures. A report will
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‘OPEN HOUSE
7-8:30 pm-

+ Pre-Schoot,
« freach, fArt,

« Year round

« For oges 2'4-9 yr. olds

+ Half & Full day sessions. Day Core 7 am-6 pm

, Hindergarten, Elementary and.Ooy Core
Science, Geography, Music, Computers

progroms plus summer camp

the relocation

of their office
‘for-the practice of
Allergy/Immunology

5641 W. Maple Rd.
West Bloomfield, MI 48322
. lust E. of Orchard Lk. Rd.)

313-539-3366

ACCEPTING.. I,
NEW PATIENTS

5820

« Time Managomenl Traiing
« Gaal Sating Teahniques
« Organlzational Skifly

Saiurday, A

Learn Ue shitte inat ol 8 Uietims, call;

Coll for a in Walled loke
5 clossroom tour ted., Morch 25
ﬁ, Y BLOOMEIELD-MAPLES LAKES-AREA
MONTES
con STUDEP:TS SOR!1 MONTESSOR!
Help your child succoad with 661-09210 360-0500

91 p.m.

Sylvan Leamlng Centet,

Helpiny kids dobetter®

W, Mapte « W, Qloamisld -
737-2600

Small in size,
big in reach.
_ & E CLASSIFIEDS

Toys ® Books ® Gifts
. Accessories ® Clothing
Jewelry ® Housewares
Novaelties ® Cosmetics-
Food @ Pet Food
Heolth & Beauty

in LIVONIA MALL . .
Middiebelt and 7 Mile Roads

VISIT OUR LOCATIONS

IN REDFORD PLAZA | WESTLAND CROSSING

9359 S. Telegraph | 34640 W, Warren-Rd.
: (Wayno & Warron Roads)

MERYL M, FENTON, M.D.

{lust.E. of Orchard Lk. Rd )y

313-539- 3366

ACCEP'I.'I NG

'NEW PATIENTS

]UL!U_S ]. GREENBERG, M.D. COM PUTERIZED* FREETIRE} ROTATION WITH OIL CHANGE. E |

Astitoutice WHEEL ALIGNMENT c““‘;’ 1S LUBE, 092_: :

the relocation H 29 ,::;L.":::a": 3 pT— ..1, 7,. |

of their office : Sttt hin e :‘-’-:a‘f:mmm o w-m:' . upasst s ou it o s e |

{ for the practice of | [ ST st o e s e T A o) !

Allergyimmunology| |! & """"""'"‘""','_.:.'.'i‘,':.';‘ - !

5641 W."Maple Rd.

West Bloomfield, Ml 48322

757,5. Maln

' [33014 Grand Rtver

(<] 26481 Tetogroph |

' "; 455-7800 |- .477-0670 || 353-0450
R Camton ][ Westiana |-
“|s757 Sheldon Ra.| | 5235 W. warre
454-p0440 | | 721-1810




