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Allen:
Strong
vision,
sound

By Larry O‘COnnor
stalf writof

* Johnny Allen already has his al-
bum of *Desperate Years.” The sing-
er Is quick to add he's still desperate.

While In this state of perpetual
frenzy.— tolling night after night in
smoky nightclubs around the area
and investing every last cent Into a

. fleeting
keep chronicling thls enduring pur-
sult for rock'n’roll prosperity.

‘“Change the World,” the eight-

. song follow up to the 1988 release . |

“Desperate Years,"is not an anthem-
e ery into the vast, indifferent
world, Rather, the black-leather
Jacket clad singer finds himself ex-

- ploring the sceds of discontentment’

as_opposed to bemn:mlng the con-
stant struggle..  °
. “There's imes ‘when I'm broke,
All my meney is invested In my
equipment. The carecr chooses you,”
3aid Allen sanguinely while sipping a
soft drink In & Detroit pub, “I'think I
have a rcal strong vislon and I'm
stubborn enough to keep my sights
set on what [ want.”
There's no real riddle o wlmz Ak
ten wants, Anyone who's witne
one of his sweat-drenched testimoni-

als to the rock'n'roll dream in one of ; .

many countless clubs know.

. SO DO those who've listened to

“Desperate Years,” a musieal docu-

raent whose relcase was In itself an

achicvement. He's bought into the

belict of the spiritual, Instrinsic pow-

ers of rock'n’roll with no questions
' asked.

Allen would ilke the usval things:
to get signed to a record contract
and have the artistlc respect assocl-
ated with such endeavors, However,
the dire tn Allen as evidenced in llve
shows and in recording scems to
transcend such cursory goals.

. “Allen’s umecompromising in thls
pursuit. He mentlons’ he's’lot go
those In his band he doesnt feel

share in the same commitment: A -

suggestlon such a- regimen might
make him dlificalt to work wilh
draws a bit of laugh.

“It might,” he nld “I think it's

dream — count on Allen lo

got Its good side, It gets things done.
If 1 want to gel something done, I
achieve iL”

“'Allen’may be atask mnsler, but

not, an ogre. In'fact, he's grateful for
those who've lent Insplration .and

. perspiration to his cause.

“Change the World™ is filled wml
a list of muslcians, bands, clubs, pro-

- moters and fournalisis who merlted

a “special thanks.”
The album' itself Is a stripped-
down gaunilet of rock'n’roll; The lyr-

Johnny Allen covers a varioly of emotions In
his new release, “Change the World,” many re-

Ics are personal but, as Allen hastens
to add with bemusement, “embel-
lished.”

A-realm of emotions are covered
~ lust, deceit, uphcaval and,.of

.course, personat yearnlng — many

resonant frdm his ‘experiences of
constantly belng In the: public
domain. He's asked if such personal
tnusings leave him a blt exposed.

“A LITTLE BIT, but that's where
the fun is,” he sald. “It’s exclting to

sonant from his exporiences of constantly
being In the public domain.

open yourself up In front ol an audi-
cnce, it's gutsy,”

Johnuy Allen and his band witl
perferm. Wednesday, March 25,
at the Studio Lounge, 6921 Wayne
Road, south of Warren Road,
Westland. For information, call
729-2540. Also, he uxll perform

- Friday, March 27, at The Tap

Room, 14915 Charlevoiz, east of
Alter, Detroit. For information,
call 3316164

REVIEWS

CAUGHT IN THE CURRENT — Crossed ere

Boughl with convlctlop and sold wlth acounstic-
driven passlon, Crossed Wire’s “Caught In the Cur-
rent” means business from the get-go.

Singer and guitarist Chris Moore chews off the
end ol his lyrics like they were grisile In the way
of expressing his next polnt on this bouyant 11-
song. cfiort. He growls Incessantly. Even the
backup vocals are wrought lo the polnt of raw
throat gurgling.

His rhythm sectlon of bassist and former Beer
on ‘the Penguin' member. Cary ' Marsh and
drummer Bud Burcar pound out a furfous pace,
lighting one end of this effort and watching it burn
through to the other side.

roiling prcscnuulon. another Ilsu.-n Is immedlately
rcqulred
While many outfits tear through such releases,
once stripped away there Is littie substance be-
hind the unbridled zeal. Crossed Wire has some-
thing more than just a core of energy
It takes a certaln amount of savvy to milk a
vocal line, leaving one exposed as Moore does in
the heartfelt renderings of “Far Away Place" or
the musical dexterity to drastically change the
mood of the release as they:do In the chestout
* “Reflection” and in the jaunty muslngs of the title
track “Caught in tho Current.™ Such adroliness

< sustains this effort overall.

reflect the taut, tenwous fecling throughout.
There's no room for cnmpmmlsc hcrc even when
g a sense of as In “I'm

Yours”

Sings Moorv.-.“Scwn up my heart witha dcllcnw
touch/1 never knew love could be used as a crutch
. If you want me, you can have me/1'm yours."
He doesn't sound 1lke he's golng 1o walt around for
the answer.

Overall, perhaps this release could do with a

few less growls, Crossed Wire demand and de- |

Sa quick does thls retease consume itself In lts 1

The lyrical quotlent.of “Caught in the Current”

serve attention.
) — Larry O'Connor.
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ATherapy has its success stories

. Barbara Schitf

‘Dear Readers, -
In my last columa I answered'a
iotter that requested. lnformation

_ abaut therapy. The woman - who
* wrote shared with us a traumatie ex-

perience and was cynical that she
could be helped, lTeast of all by pay-
chotherapy. I answered by- telling
her how and why 1 belleve psychoup
erapy could help,

Today's column s the second part
of that series. I hope it will give my
;’cndcn an even deeper understand-
ng.

The following poem and homily
were written by twa different wom-

en, both of whom wanied to express -

their therapeutic expericnce.
1 hope others of you wtll be moved

. to write on this topic. Your views
and opinions would be instructionat,

* both for myscll and for my readers,
Barbara

The following Is from a gratefut
patlent who wanted to put on paper
the words ol vtlsdnm learned from
her therap)

1t you Ilke lhln;s ]usl. the way they
are, just keep doing what you are
doing. ",

There aré three choices when con-
fronted with a siteation you cannot
accepl: .

. {1) Walk nway from It, leave it be-
hind for something new.

:(2) Change yourself to be able !a
dccept the sltuation.

(3) Don't change, don't ampl the

sltuation and pay the price.:

It you can find And follow your
heart of hearis the above cholces are
always reduced lo-one. You can

change very llitle about others (as if
you have any right to), and accord-

.ingly,.beware of the fool’s megalo-

manla and sel{-rightecousness.

If you don’t value time, you don't
vnluc yoorsclf.

-. For every shamefut deed or awful
person you have followed in your

lfe, ask what that says about your-

sell. .
Never underestimate your ene-

-mles.

Remember, you were born with-
out: an’ awareness of . beaujolals
nouveat or wind chill. See. how far
you've come unconsciously; imagine
what might be possible with effort.

A change in-character requires

. that you, find some. Change is not !ur

cowards, patn on the other hand .

Ploase turn 1o Page 8

IN CONCERT

Monday, March 23

YMI
Rick’s American Pub, 511 Church, Ann

L7747
' @ Paradive Valloy Jazz Jam

Alvin's, 5756 ., scross of Wayne
State Unlvmny Delroit.
812.2385

Tuesday, March 24

L%
l]llnd I’m 208 S. First, Ann Atbor.
996
L ] Jarry Sprague
Rick's American Pub, 611 Church, Ann

A
996.2747 : '
® Rare Alr

Thc Ark 837% S, Main, Anp Arbor

. o Chllol Brolhors wlth Thornatia

Davis -

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, lcm of Wnynt
State Unlyersity, Detroit.
812.2355

Wednesday, March 2§
® Matthow Sw

Blind Pig, 208 5. Hm Annlubor
9968555
@ Blg Dave and tho Ul!rnonlc-
Rick's American Pnb 611 Chwreh, Ann

[ ] Molar Clty Mulln ‘Cartel

Alvin's, 8788 Cass, acrons of Wayne E

State Unlversity, Detroit.
832-2338

Thursday.,. March 26

® Frank Alllson & tho Odd Sox
Blind Pig, 208 8. Firsi, Ann Mbor.
9Y6-4558
® The Attic
Ellel'l Amesican I’nh [} (.'hun‘h. Anp
Arbo;
996~7H7
@ Bill Stalnos’ )
The Ak, 637% S, b!aln. Ann Atbor.
761-M51

® Acousticorpa

With members of Tthythm Corps .ai
Lill's, 2930 Jacod, Hamtramek.
H75-6558

Friday, March 27

@ Dosmond Dekkar and the Acas
With Seotflaws and Gangster Fun at

the Majestic Theatre, 4140 Woodward,

Detrait. Tickets are $10.50 in advance; -

$14 at the door.
433-9700

e U2’

With the Pixies at The Palace In Au-
burn Hills, Show Ls sold eut:
3779108
@ Mr, Bunglo

With Grotus at St, Andrt\ll Hall, 43t
E. Congress, Detroit. All ages. Ticketa
are $7.50 [n advance.
961-MELT" |
@ Flyln' Saucers -

With Rusker Soundcheck at Flnoey's
Pub, 3965 Woodward, Detrolt.
831-8070 '
® Thunder Harp Chalr

With the Remains at Hamtramek Pub,

2043 Canlff, oft I.75.
1429

A
® The Mellows
Alvin's, 3786 Cass, across of Wayne
Slate Unlveull ty, Detrott.

$32-2155
® Frank Alllson & the Odd Sox

Dlind PIg. 208 8. First, Ann Acbor,
996
® Rhythm Corpa *

lucn American Puh 611 Chureh, Ann
Arbor..
996.2747

® Normen and Nancy Blake

Thu Ark, 8374 S Main, Ann Arbor
7611451 .
@ Jnzz Nords

Cross Street Station. 511 W. Cross, Yp-
silanti. -
4H5-5050
® Sun Massengers

Murdock's, 2088 Crooks Road, Ilnchu
ter JllLs.
8520550
. Dolrolt Blues Band

* Moby Dicks, 5452 Schacfer, Dc:lburn
58136,

Sa(urday. March 28

® Nosuo Baata. .

249 and Stu’s Band at Haiatramek P'ub,
2048 Canilt, off §-75,
& Sushmaslers

Witk the Jamersons at Faychccn
Lounge, 2932 Canl{l, llnm(rlmcl -

With the Opaqu . Gritrs GHil, 49 N

. S.ulniw PPontiac.

. Socond Sell '
With Forchead Stew and The Brnmcr :

2 thood Recipe o1 St. Andrew's Hall, 431 £

Congress, Detroit. Doors np(n at 9 pm
Caverls 5.

L 961-MELT

® X-Poseurs’

With- Voodoo Chill at Flnney s “Pub,
3965 Woodward; Detrolt.
4335070
® .13Englne:

Dlind Pig. IB!S Flrst, Ann Arbor
9968555
[ ] Saulhnulnyh

Rick's American Pub, Ell Church, Ann
Arbor.
996.2747
@ Mr. B's Bluos Serlos

With Snooky Prior and Steve Freund at
The Ark, 637% S. Main, Ann Arbar.,
761-1451 .
@ Polish Muslims

Lili's, 2930 Jacob, Hamtramek.

555

. .
'® Third Estate

Alvin's, 5758 Cu.! across ‘of Wayne
Slﬂll University, Detroit.
2355

0 Cuckcvhox
Cross Slml Sl-'llinl!. bll w. L‘rm Vp-
silantl.. "
4855050
@ 8Sun Mananqau
Mucdock's, 2006 Crooks Road, nocms

. ter Hills.

961-8137
® Detrolt Bluas 8and *

Moby Dicks, 5452 Schaefer, Detrolt.
3B1.3650

The Civllians
will perform
with Acoustic
Trash Brats
Friday, March
27, at Liiis,
2930 Jacob,
Hamtramck.
For informa-
tion, call 875,
‘6555.

Do you need legal
help, but think you

can’t afford it?

You have my word an it!

Far just $20. a Hyatt Legat Services attorney will analyze your situaton,
explain your rights. poiat out your ophidng and fecommend a coutse of actian,
Often times? an inial consultation wil be all you aced 10 solve your problem
And tor cases ke dworce. bankrupicy, acextents or wills, we i give you a wtten
statemenl up Hront, 50 youll know exaclly whit th fee wil be.

Join the more than 2 milion people who have chosen Hyah Legal Services to
he'p them with their fegal matters. Calt us lor an appointment today.

Personal attention. Reasonable lees. Neighborhiood locations. Evoning and
Saturday hours. Hyalt Lega! Services. A good idea that just keeps getiag better.

"LIVONIA ~ WESTLAND
18778 Middlobelt. 6056 N, Wayne Rd
471-5300 595-1915

Jotmo . Siohey, Partoer Philg J Leshy, Pariowr

A




