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pomfs of view

from our readers

Parenting takes more than luck Let'scrack

*Jt's just pour bad luck to be born
into a family where people don't

always know the right thing to do |

or sap.’
Father to son In
*“Dolng Time o Maple Drive”
Fox TV Network movle

WE'RE IN THE MIDDLE of
Michigan's first Parentlng Awnre-
ness Week. -

It was designated for March 22 28
.earlier this year by Gov. John En.

gler at the urging of Stewart Man-
dcll a Southfleld resident who is a

tax attorney with Dykema Gossett .

and an active member of Blrming-
ham-Bleomfleld Famllles in Actlon.
Mandell and his wife, Havi, a ther-
apist with Oakland Family Scrvlcu,
have two childeen, David, 9, and Sar-
ah, 7. He got involved because he
slrnngly belleves that “Informed
parenting, more than any other

lorcc can lmpmvc the quallty ofour

Now. the term “parenting” docsn't *

just roll off your Longue, particularly
1f you raised children much carlier
than the "80s. So' my flrst instinct
was {0 see 1 it was even in the die-

‘lopary. Tt was: “Pnrnnling — noun;

Find new school fundmg source -

WHAT'S GOING ON? Inlﬁmauvnv

Judith boner.
Berne .

the work of a parent in raising a
child or children.”

Frankly, 1 was surprised, “Parent-”

ing.” as such, s a relatively new phe-
nomenon — at lenst outside the

- therapeutle community. When 1 had
my three children — in 1962, ‘66 and::

'69 — there -were prenatal classes

and then you were turned over to Dr. -

Spock,

MY FIRST ENCOUNTER was
when, as a rveparier, I covered the
Initial. parenting clusa oﬂered
through West,

“For. years, dog obedlence clisses
outregistered parenting,” the ever-
quotable Mapley sald. Then, about a
year ago, parentlog pulled ahead.

“This past term, 74 people were en-
rolled In the S.T.E.P. classes, whlle
dog obedicnce topped out at 59 regls-

_trants, “Parents are out there Jook-

tng for parent educallon,” Mapley
said.

Thue days they don't have far to
look. Parenting instructlon comes
packaged as one-time workshops,
weckly support groups or as a seriea

of classes:

1t Is offered through schools, Fam-
illes in Action groups, social sérvice
agencies, community cenlers,’
churches, 'synagogues and ‘private
counselors.

1t ranges from frce to mnscnnblc,

- such as the “Parenting as a Profes-

slon” conference from 9 a.m. to 2:45
y m lhl: Snturday at Birney Mlddle

ty Educatlon Bback In 1878,

“We were the first people In-the *
. and Altled Signal Corfu The $7 regls-
u

area {o offer the S.T.E.P, (Systemat-

* I Training for Effcctive Parenting)’

-program,” sald Faye anlcy, Wut

Bnl, it dldu‘( c.'m:h on dxht nwny

poli tlcal (rvuhlc .

ally, the U.S. is in'a trade war. with . -

Japan the likes of which we haven't
. seen since just before World War 1L
Natlonally, ~our’ battered economy
tallspins. Schoo) dropout rates'in our
core citles and many of "our. rural
areas approach 50" percent. 'As our

. prison population prollferates, mil-.
Ilons of young Americans aren't .

. belng prepared to eam a llving. .- . :
Here. at, home

Run plant to save one in Texas,
throwlng thousands more of us out of
.~ work and pitting agalnst

3 in  Michigan, -
. ‘Gencart’ Motors closes our Willow '

IN THE, MIDST of this Iurmoil

Mlchlgnn ‘has. drasileally cut.soclal:
- services, It has also enacted the “Ro-
“ bln Hood” blll for wealihy out-of-for-~

mula school districts which ;poten.

tlaliy: produce many of the young'
leaders ‘whose skills will be needed -

to save the siate and the pation. An

“Rohln Hood" can't even begln toap-' .3

preciably help the poorer districs it

. wasclumsily designed for.
Rochester .and . Waterford have”"

been hit paruculm‘ly hard. Last year
as °s assistant

by
thu Sa'ulh(leld Public. Schodts, thz

tratlon fee Includes lunch, Babysit-.
Ung [s provldcd for ngc: 312 lor a
$41ce.

SOON. THERE Wll.l. be a ncw‘

.John
Telford

But rny personal sacrifice was llke
straw in the wind. Robin Hood —
and a property tax freeze plus con-
templated leglslation. socking . dis-
tricts wlth soclal security and retire-
mznt costs - wlll now cause cven

Amerlcans In competition for Jobs

In'a state where' histaric Willow'

Run once housed the Arsenal of De-
mocracy (remember the B-52 bomb-
ors.and Roste the Rlveter?), crack
and-carjack killings and boarded-up
houses abound. (Thls is true now not

only In Detriot and Southeast Mlchl- .

gan, hot in many other parts of the
country.) ‘Also our Inter-city translt
system is tangled In cconomlc and

- ent, T was the reluctant architeel of
a pay-for-play athletic program and - fa

several other cost-saving cuts such
as the climlnaticn of all depariment
heads, a reduction in assistant prin-
clpal tlme and teacher layoffs that
escalated. class sizes. I also sacri-
ficed the remainder of my own ca-
reer to to

cuts tn Roches-
lcr Il an April 6 millage request

\L
in 1991 1 chaired tense, lD-hour
mectings where good peopl

stay or go. The same bitler battles
have been fought there -with even
greater grimness agaln- this year,

save the juba of some of my top
staft,

Total Test Prepafation

SAT

ACT

LSAT * GMAT * GRE * MCAT

Small classes « Free diagnostic testing
Permnnent facility » Qualified dircctors and instructors

. Great Score Improvements

THE

EDUCATIONAL BROUP

Bloomfield Hills
3630 W. Maple - In the Village Knoll Center

(313) 642-0710

LOST OUR LEASE

SALE

“CLEAN UP WHILE WE CLEAR OUT"
STORE-WIDE SALE 25-75% OFF

could lose. an incredible

" total of $17.7 milion since the 1890-
. 91 fiscal year.

. gregatlon, “People are having tres.

. the general community every day.

. sual;we could have been beticr, par-

" of-formula districts had better band

*on chopping down all the tali trées In.
* this contemporary verslon of "Sher-

“income taxes instead.
ple hattled” .
bitterly over who and what should .-

* Michlgan and millions of other chil-,
. dren In America’ls what's golng on.

" ‘'shari-changed won't ‘ever be able to

down on porn

To the edltor:
§ want to thank \hc clilzens of
Hills who

venue.

A synagogue, Congregnlon
Shaarey Zedek, Is bullding o full-
fledged parentlng center expected to
apen this September in West Bloom- ¥

Held. about the obscenlty being sold and
Parenting ciosses and support rented at video stores, snd also pe-

groups will be available (o the com- “lice Chlef Wllllam Dwyer for hls

tunity at large. quick response to the situatlon.

Although not Farmington Hills
residents, we jace the same movies
belng sold and rented in Livonla. To-
day many-vidco stores have “back
rooms” or as Mr. Qashat put it “sep-
arate rooms" to house Ihelr obscenl-
Suppart mechanisms. for famllics ty.
just dor't exist anymore,, It's very . One “Jocal: video “Ol’e qwner ' re-
apparent that we luvetnluzngthm cently fold me he was- thinking of
the famlly nit.” « selling lingerie in his backroom. *

Even when flmes weren't sa unu-

“These are very unusual times,”
says Leonard Baruch, executlve dir
rector of the Southfleld-based con-

mendous problems. You sce jt out in

ty laws here in Michlgan, Then we

néed.to enforce them, before Lie vi-
- deo cstablishments go too far selling
and renting these obscene and porno-

ents’ with the kind of guidange now
avallable. Being Informed gives par- |
ents a road-map instead.of forcing

then to drive almlessly over un- ynph{cmuvlu .
charted territory. - Cheryl S. Wllur.
Now, thank gnodnus. good paun\- Vnnln

Ing docsn’t have to rely on luck.

- Judith Dener Beme is nsﬁ:xam TO baCCO

, managing editor for the Oakland

%‘:‘;:;‘.’:i"#::i;ﬁ,ﬁ“;,""“”“* should be
' prohsblted

To the edlior: . .
Your March 12 tdllnrlal agn!n:l.

RDCHESTEEL Waterford and smoking on schoo! property, which’

other  district llke -them aren't at
fault for their plight. The fault lles:
with-your myoplc “Robin Hood" leg-"
Islators who merrily “contlnue .to”
steal kids® futures. You' parents out
there from both in-formula-and out-

:hc/hu not smnke In the. :mnklng

pos:.l ls fascinating.. Whal
-} a.teacher. fecls that having a-

tagether to stop.“the merry men”
rlght now with letters and plckeung
in Lansing.

Otherwlse, they're gnkng to keep

‘else’s business? Whal if a teacher

never “preaches the ills” of xmaklng
‘to_her/his classes which “arecon-
“sumed by ‘math, sclencc. Engluh
* elc. ascertifled. .
. What if teachers dre pmcd agaimt
‘cach other, the good-versus the bad,
the correct versus the Incorrect, In
terms-of judgément by principals,”’
parcnu nudenu, and board mem-

wood Forest? without. measurably.
mituring the shoft ones. On a natlon-. -
al scope, we've got to get rid of prop- -
erty tax, funding for schools and p .

:What's golng on? Thé edm:allomll

bers'
shortchanglng of every _child in “mm brings us 16 the “"“"ﬂ“‘

pals lcarn at seminars how to grill -
suspected oﬂendcr: ln gﬂln me

And children who are themselves - trulh'!

change 'this battered wnrld lor the.
better.

“MOTIVATE WHEN YOU DONATE”
Help us help those.in need

by donating your used car, boat, real estate
for charltable purposcs.

CALL 373-9000 '

1t s tlme to sirenghen the obscenl- -

sprawls like a new test for teacher’.
nccuunlahlllty Docs she/he ‘or does -

“smoke, obeyldg: the rules, Is no one -

questlon of enforcement. WIll prinet- -

WILL VIDEO tapes and “wired”

Will public confession at a teacher’s.
meeting be enough penance to re-en-
ter the ranks of the good? u

Fortunately, leachers have come a
long way to shed themselves of the
burden of belng treated differently
thanany other group. Students have -
never responded favorably to teach-
ers “preaching” or moralizing about
an individual's habits or beliefs.

Indeed studeni smoking in school
lavatories continues desplte costly
conirol measures, a fact worth fur-
ther review.

. Flnally, teachers do know the dif-
Iercnce between deinking a beer or
havlnga :mokc on lh:!r break.

Rau\cr lhan lrylng to equate
drinklng with smoking and otherwise
- encourage and harass people not to

-smoke, I suggest that you work

toward declaring tobacce a harth-
ﬂul illegal substance, to be prohiblt-.
overywhere Period
i Laurence Niblett,’
Flrmlngmn Hills

A reader s

‘speedy reply

" To the editor:

[ sipposc you have to write somc-
thing for the paper, even If you don't
belleve §t. But the March 12 editorial
on the expressway apced iimlt'wasa
bummer. .

The use'of the word “we'" when ex-

" pressing an opinlon Indicates you are '

either pregnant or you are statlog o
‘collegtive oplnlou Idoubt if either Is
frue.

“The exprusway may bave been
designed with speeds af 60-plus, but
the ability of drivers does.not keep
up with the higher'speeds. -

Have you driven the expressways
!ate)y‘ 1U's seary now when everyone -

:Is golng 70.-As far as 1'know, they
_ only give tickets now for over 80. If
-they make 60 or 65 legal, everyone |

wlll be golnl 80 -plus.

You take your life ln your tmnds o -

gnin a couple of minutes.”

I am in favor of taking the radar
photos. Fine all the lead-footed cow-
boys or gel them off the road.

Bill Cardwell,
Farmington Hills

-

V| Get Exactly The

Sofa You Want
At The

[{ Best Sale Price

Of The Year

Floms 699

We know I('s impossibla

'+ VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA .

nations, you save 25% on the appare! and the .
finishing. picces. Sale ends April 1.

FOR WOMEN
Ultimately, you want a sale where you decide
what’s on sale, like our Ultimate Spring Sale.
You save 20% when you- purchase any combi-
nation of 2 suits, dresses, coats or blazer &
bottom outfits in our entire women's depart-
ment. You'll also save 20% on each blqusc,
shint or accessory purchased to complete your
new outfits, Il you pu.réhasc 3 or more suits, *

dresses, coats or blazer & bottom combi- - |

Save 25 to 40% : {
on Special Orders N .,..__..._,,’ i ; GRA!']ANI&GUNN
HRl LR [t H
‘Come In soon this Wt e l i - Somerst Ml .
Sale won't tast long! ~ IRRUMMAMIBIREIN, . ‘ R i
. Delivered Injust 35 Days ‘ g :
. 1944 Tolegraph Rocd sloomficld Hills - 338-7716 N O
Sobe wory B2 * Just north of Caif's Golfland » v2 mile norih of Squate take | B
T 0T A T B - . - s T




