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Guild offers creative outlet

Dy Koaly Wygonlk
ntf writer

1 light of recent plant closinps
mt lapoffs, the Qbserver & Fe-
»utric will take a closer look at
ommunity theater groups like
it Dunstan’s that were formed
tuning the Depression and con-
“Iue o prosper,

Lixé a Inm]iy' that weathers ups

und downs, St. Dunstan’s Guild of |

.+’eanbrook has endvired for 60 years,
Started in_ 1932 by a, group of
vung people Jooking for an afford-
hle creative outlet during:the bot-
- 1um of the Depression, the guild is
. «t a good place 1o meet people who
ahare similar nterests.
Seme, not famlltar with Cran-

- .. ook, might think St. Dunslnnshn

+ «hurch group. T1's not.
“St. Dunstan fs the patron salnl of
artlsans,” sald Jerry McMechan, a
. member since 1947,

“In the beginnlng, the dues were";

‘81 a “year. We .used. to have
scavenger hunts,;: dinners, and put on
plays” It was a: wonderful way for.
" peoplé’ to-get together, be, éreative,
mul {un dnrlng the' Depreﬂlun for m.

,\n-r-:n wonw “War 11, the

: . pruup brnndencd thelr, focus nnd

s me'

Music In -the, Sanctual

cvcnl at ’l‘emple Belh 2
Scheduted for :7:30 p.m: Sllmhy

“Sarch 29, 1t will feature Cantor, Gall -

and _tehor

henfang, seprano,

Michigan Opera Theatre, condutlcd
‘Mitchell Krieger. | co

The concert will featiire ulecmma .

from “Judas Maccabacus,” “Car-
men,” “Phantom :of the Opera,”
~West Side Story™ and more.

| WIRSCHENFANG 1S, among the
. first invested women cantors in this

" -Performances of the Meadow
]knmk ‘Theatre . prmluct:on of

mml 12, on 'the Oakland Universi-
HIY umpus in Rochéster 1ills. For
Bl “iiformation, call- the bux.
‘uffice ut 3773300,

By Mary Jane Doorr
spocial writer

Shilly-shallyIng around s a great
way to describe Meadow Brook The-
atre’s show “Private Llves,” a 1830
sardonic comedy about the llves of
jet setters in the days before there

. were jets.
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of the upcoming major musical .

‘. y Bachlund of the- Metropolitan ..
* iyperd.. They will' appear .with -the :

um Lives” continue through

apened plays 1o the publie, bul the
gulld remalas a club.

Dues are $80.2 year, plus o }150
fnitiation fee. Students and senlor
citizens pay.less, .

Members are also requlred to
serve on commitices llke publicity,

-tinance, photography, tckets, lights,

suupd, costume. makeup, set produc-
tinn, bullding, to help supporl the or-

‘g:nlmllnn

*»¥uu can be very lnvnlved in the
guild .whhout ever being.on stage,”
sald. publicly chalrman Topper
Pennington who pomays. Blllin*'On
Galden Pond.*

. Theee are aboui 200 nclivc mem- ©

bers, who range bn age from 13 to 80.
“We have everything from an unem-
played carpenter to the chalrman of
the board of ‘a major. corparation,
and “everything ‘in_ between,” sald
Pennington who s’ an advertislng/..
marketing exective,

Besldes putting an  plays, the

. group; hosts’ catered. partles and

other soclal events for members.

" Tom Peterson met his wife Carla
through . the . gulld He s directing
"On Golden. Pond” which opens 8, "
pm. Fellay, March. 27 :for a.two
weekend:run'at St Dunstan’s Pail.
lion, 400 Lone PinciRoad between,
Lahser and’ Cranbrook Roads; :
Blocmleld Hills, call 544-0527
trtlckets, .

cnunlry She ls nmnng sevn:ral glned
singers in this arca who are adept at
Vboth the canterlal chant:as well as

M lhc mulnr npﬂrallc rnp\:rlolre

‘In addlllon {0 concerls In this
country, ske has appeared In Cana-.
da, South:Africa nnd Russia. She has

monic_and the. Birmingham Bloom-

.. fleld Symphony, Orchestra, and sang

.with the Detroit S)mphany Orches-
{rain'1990.

Bachlund is ap acclalmed Wagner-
lan tenar, ie appeared with the Met-
ropalitan Opera In “Parsifal,” “Boris
Godunov,” “Das nhaingold" and
*Romeo.et Julliett.” .

performed with the Bufialo Philhar-- *

i The shrinking .
| Auto
{ Industry

' .EVERY YEAR the guild presents
four shows, Including one at the out-
+door Greek theater. Plays are cho-
sen by the guild's play reading/cast-
ing committce, Generally, the plays
prescnted appeal {o a wide audience.
For’ McMechan, who moved to
North Carolina after retlring, the
chance to play the role of Norman .
Thayer Jr. in “On Golden Pond” was.
worth the trip. “I've played this role
twice before, and I love S, this s a

* delightlul play; and I'm very fond of

this organization,” he sald.
Cindy Merritt, who plays Chelsea

" In On Golden Pond," moved (o the

arca from Clnclnnatl two years ago

- ‘after her husband was.lransferred

‘here. A recent -guild member, she
sald “It’s a pice way to meet people.
‘The talént {3 immensc;: they aré In-
“credibly, talented nice people; ftbe-"
- comes an extenslon of your family.”

Pennington and hls_wife. Kappy
also_moved:“to “the’ Birmingham/
Bloomfield area from Ohlo as a're-’
sull of n]uh lrnns(cr ; .

“My son's filth grade lnachcr was
a longtime member and told us
about the gulld,” he sald, "My wife
joined flrst, When I saw her on stage
1 got the Itch to get back on stage. 1
majored in drama in college and was
tn a lot of plays In hlgh school and
college.” .

“THIS GROUP alms 10 be as pro-

fessional as possible. There's a high  J

level of professionalism among the
performers,” said Lilllan Hitchcock

who plays opposite McMechan as his -

wife, Ethel. “We have very dedlcat-
ed people here. We do shows that

‘compare with Broadway theater.”

David Rau, associate currator at
the Cranbrook Academy of Art Mu-
seum, “got bit by the theater tug in
high schoot and college.” He lives on

" the*Cranbrock campus, and got ac-
tive la the ‘gulld after participating

In a show last summer.

“There's ‘a scnse of mmmunny.

“real pride, cveryone is committed to

the . pursuit® of excellence, I'm
‘thrilled to be:a part of this group,”

- said Rau who portrays Billy Ray In
"On Golden Pond.” .

Peu:mn. who works as a plctnrn

. framer, but dreams of cditing or

‘producing video, said the gulld is “a
nlcc : group o! pcoplc o work with,"

‘Avigdor

Amonig ‘his schedul

banova” and “The Makropulos Af-
fair.” He has also appeared with ma-
jor opera houses in Europe.

Kricger, who is director of artlstic
resources at the MOT, has worked

* with the New ank Clty | Opcrn. and -

Unnyca-syqr{evamyi_f-set in Meadow Brook’s _-Prlvate lees

Noel Coward's Engllsh comedy is
a replay of the Restaratlon comedy
with some (wists. A divorced couple
meet on the bateony of their hotel
sootns where they are hopeymooning
on their second marrlages, a perfect
seenatio for Meadow Brook's cast to
expound Coward's endless wit in ele-
gant and shimmering costumes, and

LENT
LIMIT YOUR CHOICES 1

g ooEHT
TRY QUR
I VEGETARIAN 1
§ LASAGNA |
U veceTanimN pizza !
CAF“‘( OUT l
LIVONIA I
s pymosn
"261-3550 1

Other auddy s Locatlons I

atgnron
FARMINGTON
B rpraearivd Eiidadoriids

v et
D35.4600 ki
aLooMRILD I
novaL oa i
- v-“"lm yl:".l B
58000 Yot |
bt d 45.0300

1 Bring mu ad o for... Nl

1 $2 Any Large Pizza I

[ | or Large Aalipasto or ]
OAE Large Greek Salad
| S

',adrcnmysc!
A'woman who riins. off wilh her

 first "hisband while” honeymooning .

with her-second is not-the kind of

woman we admire, Sherry Skinker s -
! “the lrascible Amanda and so natural .
and llkeable, the artlflelal mask-like *

nature that typifics Coward's char-
acters, melts away: llke chocolate
with every belicvable, funny line she
delivers,

ON DESIGNER Peter Hick’s ex- -

quisite hotel balcony, when she s
kissing her cx-husband while her
husband is getting dressed for din-
ner, Skinker turns her head in an Art
Deco-like fashion, lowers her volee,
and says "What now?"

Ouktanst Unitersity's
Professional Theatre Campuny
The 26th Seasant

Zaromp*

"operad this-.
. "season are “Elektra,” “Katla Ku- -

MEADOW-BROOK
T H E A T R E

the Cleveland and Santa Fé operas.
He spent four years on the opera fac-
ulty at the Unlversity of Michlgan.
ife has proved to be capable of jug-
gling his conducting and adminlstra-
tive dutjes etfectively.

Tickets are $20 gcn:rnl admisslon,
mlll senior citizen’ and slndenl dis-

Thn answer to lhnl quw.lon ls why
the play s so funny. In a-moment of
_‘madness,-she and lover Elyot. take
off for her Paris flat, leaving the
spouses, walting.at the balustrade,
Karen Sheridan as the French mald:
Loulse summed It all up In beautiful ;

* French “Les idlots.

As ex-husband Elynl Chase, Carl
Schurr’s performance .pales beside
Skinker as his same color dressing
gown refinely blends with the second
act curtains, setting off Skinker's
purple romper suit, He plays the pi-
ano beautifully. Skinker does a great
Charleston,

‘The entlre show is a perfect coor-
dination of sets, costumes with clas-
sical balance and symmetry. ln the

.. able, Call 851-1109 for Information. .

“ cles and lines. The second act is an

presents

The Sophisticated Comedy

‘ by Noecl Coward
A class act satire with plenty of-s'h'tz!

Now through April 12

Call 377-3300

for ticket information

,
Presented in qooperation

w "
Oberyer & Feeenteic
Uemisarind )

b Lillian -

St, Dunstan's Theatre Guild

Goldcn Pund .

. counts, Also, 850 pnlrnn uckeu and

$100 ‘benefactor” tickets are avafl-’

ANOTHER SPECIAL musical
event will take place at 8 pm. Tues-
day, March 31, at Temple. Israel.
Thls event commemorates the §00th

anniversary ‘of the expulsion of the "
Orbach, -who is the director; of the
+ Jewlsh

Jews from Spaln. Only recently has
this ordcr been y

(Ethel) and Jerry McMochan. {Norman) in a scene from "On O

) ln nddlllnn to.tenor Harold Or-
bach, who.is the cantor of Temple
Issacl, other singers wlll consist ‘of

- baritone Richard Allen from Phlla-

delphia, soprano - Martha Warren

“from Boston, who is a Detroit natlve,

and, mezzo ‘soprano Allm: Hunter

-, from the MOT.

The two narrators will be Evelyn -
-Theater and Can-

resclnded.

The special. work mmmlniom.'d
for the event is an’ oraterio, “Ever
Since Babylon,” wrliten by Cantor
Sam Adler with text by Cantor
Resenbaum, bolh lrﬂm the _East
Coasl

Hrst nc( um mulchlng Fn.-nch dmrs
fill the stone archway with red cirs

artistic display - of ‘plnks and soft

. blues, more dramatle lhun_ )licks-_

sdrrealistic “Cobb* s(-l

. DlIlE(.‘l‘()R TFHENCE Kilburn

tor Orbach’s wife, and radio person-

“ality Paul Winter, (It is hoped his

pame will not being more snow.) The
Jackson Symphony and the Temple
Israe) Choir-will complete this cast.

Call 661-5700 for more Informa-
tion.

allnus Schurr and " Skinker 10 bat”
their lines back and forth like a base-

, ball;'but he artfully follows the clos-

sical balance of the set design ‘and
the symmetrical parallels in the -
play, to form scenes so beautlfully
laid out; cach forms a pll:lure of lis
own.
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