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A suited-up Ron Aualln signals a gresting while waiting for -
the next person to do a bungee lump promellon he'sotup .

seen

pays off for
Ron Austin

By Lauy O'Connar
staff writer

* ‘Houdlal,
. LaLalne* and- even Dr.

chk
Spock,

P'l‘ Bnrnum.

(ne.cheese Stick down and four
g0, Some 1% hours later, n few
prexduced deep fried bits re-
w120 on Jon Austin’s plate.

10

The time is filled up talking .

aboup himself. There's pleaty to
talk about.

Ater all, how mﬂny people can,

»y they've been run over by a

ing advice for tndny s dlun
franchised youth.
“If youstay Ina zrnup, " he uys.
“ynu lw.' your ldentity."

ON THIS day, the stunt man is
contemplating puttlng on a mock
disaster dril] to drum up publlelty
for ane of hts elients In his burgeon-

2200-pound Jeep, had a tug: 1

wilh .2 180-horsepower slngle en-'.

e airplane, towed a 30-ton rlvers
bont while swimmlog and, yes, ran
a marathon backwards. !

Skydlving and bungie ]umplng.
all of which Austlu has done, seem
passe by campar!

Ison.
Often, Austin has pulled ot such_’
daring feats in the name of charity.

le runs off a list of causcs he's
helped raise moncey for, such as the
American Cancer Soclety and the
Amwerican leart Assoclatlon.

The 1975 graduate of Garden
City West High School Is part

s

T

A jumpor dangles above Ihe’
stroots of Detroit after taking
Auatin up on his bunnn
lumplngnmr. .

ing ﬂubllc relations firm of Austin

ms diverse mtcr of cllcnu In-
“cludes an athletic club, a real es-

tate outfit nnd a couple of m\ulcal'

u

"lpc’an get your atention,” sald
Austin,” who livés with his wife,
Shelta In -Franklin. I can-talk
about any subject.”

In many ways, Auaun is a throw-
back to the ostalgic days of publlc
relattons before the sound bltes of
TV news.

Then acts of pnhl!cily would be
designed to ellclt a good photo op-
portunity in the halcyon days of the

* newspaper business, Today, there's
the immcdlncy af electronle medla,

*His stunts have been’ chronleled
in natlonal publications.like USA
Today and the Wall Street Journal,

“Austin’s methods make hlm
somewhat a maverick In the often
sterilized corporate PR world
where faxes and power luncheons
re the norm. -

Iations business,

LISA FISCO, a producer of "Kel-
ly & Co..” can usually. count on.a
phnm: ‘call from Austin. He's beena
guest on tho mornlng talk show for
such topics as prenupltual agree-

* ments and male vanity.

“He calls when he secs a- tople
(hat intrigues him,” Fisco'sald. “He
says,‘ldldthat.| -

. told him we were having a
show on male vanity. He sald, “That
fits me per(aclly. I said, 'No

. klddIng.’ "

Fisco hastens to add. Ausun s
non-stop energy and-sense’of hu-
mor ls rather refreshing.

-1 don't know where he comes up
with his Ideas,” she sald. “He's s0
creatlve, He comes up, wl!b ltﬂﬂ
L'venever heard before.”

Inltially, Austin flirted with feats
of endurance while at the YMCA in
Williamsport, Pa.. He remembers
swimming an old logging river for
15 miles In a benelt for the March
of. Dimes,

) Mmeﬂnuh,th:mwcmzoom
ple Lo greet him.
1 mmd erylng"’ he sald.
“There were all these peoplo to
'wclcoma me. I lhmllhl, “This Iedx
good.”" .

Ploaso turn to Page 8

By Lasry O'Connor
stall weitor

A restless spirit carrles Tom Pa-
checo,'and his songs mirror hls jous-
ney,

For a songwriter who's claimed
Woodstock, Nashville, Austln and,
currently, Dublin, Ireland, as hls
home, Pacheco's work covers o wide
varlety ‘of themes from desperation
10 Isolation, all rooted In a vivid folk

nareative and matched wllh an un-

canny sense of melody.

"I'm kind of h:\ppy I've llved fna.

lot of places,” sald Pacheco [n a tele-
phone Interview from Dublin. “By
staying In one place too long you
tend to get lato that whole sound.
When you llve In Texas, you tend to
think of Texas as the whole world,
which Is a fittle provincial, It's the
same [f you stay in New York too
long or live In Californla, )

“Each place has lts own musical
influence, something special zbout
it. I've tried to absorb all the various
influences into my music."

ftis last album, “Sunflowers &

Scarccrows," {Round Tawer} fea- .

tures an array of eloguent postcards
{rom pcople met on the road as well
as_anti-war numbers such as “Mer-
chant of Death. Self-admlitedly,

. .Pacheco’s etfort was “averdone” In
* parts but apily captures the insplra-

tional smry/songwrillng style he
Wsscssts

: AF’FER H1s mr!ormnnte Friday,

“Aptil 3, at the La Casa Folk Music

Series in Birmingham Unltarian

Church,” Pacheco will -fly o Nash-
‘ville to record “Tales-{rom the Red
Lake.” B : 3

Pacheco feels his third album {to
be released. tn September) will be
much like his, first. “Eagle in the,
Rain," a effart

Tom Pacheco has lived in many places and his
songs covora wido varlely of themes, rooted in |

Pacheco llves in a-place where
good tate Is stll] much- appreclated,
often told by a turf lire over some
poteen or like substance. He moved

- to Ireland in 19487 after an Irishman

he met in New York Invited him to
tour there. . -

-+ "1 maved. fo’ N:uhvll]e ior nwhlle
and 1 pretty much hated it,” Pachece

get out. Songwriting In Nashville is,
dul), ‘totally. banal.: Most of 'it :is

released in 1990 on Round Tower,

. cut to despalr with "Robert & Ramo-
na” and featuring his wry-sense of

embellishment  with *
Black Leather Jacket.

©On his new album, there will bea
tale of what became of the alleged
sccond gunman;in the Kennedy as-
sassinatlon, “Jesslca. Brown,” and
one rather unconventional narrative
about a woman biker and a New

Jsu in-a

York cop falling In love.

horus,
and out. It's usually -dull love songs

most of the time. I thought, ‘Oh god, .

Tve ended up .my Mlle here °I
couldn't imagine sittng.in a cubicle

-+, somewhere with three or four other

songwtlters turning out songs like
that” -

AFTER. A THREE-week tour ol
Eire, Pacheco had no thoughts of re-
turning. He's taken up residence in
the soulhsidc of Dllblla where Eng-

‘bridge -

“ most

melody.

lind, Scotland and lhn rest of Europe
are accessible for touring.

. Receptive “auvdlences made’ the
transformition 10 & new country
much easier.
found himself performing before
younger crowds, seeing as nearly
half the populatlan of Ireland Is 2

, or younger, .
sald. 'l was chomping at the blt lo- .

. “In.terms of wngwrlung. there's

$0 many great writers who've.come :

out..of " this: country” he said.
*There's such-an emphasis. on writ-
Ing. on poetry and on the arts. Espe-

clally coming from Nashville whcre

the y«mlc are interested In the
arts.”

The art of writing songs, though, Is

universal. Pacheco uses the process

‘of matchlng an idea with a melody

and then filting In the words later.
His crait has evolved !hrongl\ the

Pacheco has often,

ple just talk about football
and basketball and Baptist stuff, Tt
was great to come to Ireland where

his vivid folk nunallvo and uncnnny sensec of-

‘years as have hls travels.

“It's almost like writing a screen-
play,”* he said. “The average screen
play Is 120 pages ar so. Usually,
there's a minute.of fllm per page. |
Every 15 minutes, you have to write
somcthing to keep' it moving for-
ward. It's sort of the.same thing in
stery songwritlng. It's’ keeplng the
Interest up and kecplng the flow.
going.

. "Mos( storics should hnve a bcgln-
ning, middle and an end . .. and

‘hupelully the mclndy to mnlch the

wa

Tam Pnrhecn wnu pcr]arm at
8:30 p.m. Friday, April 3, at Lo

-Casa Music Serics ot Birming-

ham Unitarian Church, 651 N.
Woodward, northeast corner of
Lone. Pine and Woodward. Ad:
vance tickets are $10; $12 at the
door. ‘Fer information, call 646+
4850,

I\/Iarllllon is ro_ckmg Wlth.a? mesSage

But-Austin's desire lo be the fo-’
- eal polnt transcends the public re-

By Larry o'cargnor

statf writer

" Marlitior’s durabllity.._Hogartt.! o mplnm:d "
Fish'ln 1988, has" a soft yearnlng singlng style that

- Mariilion ls'an arena rock act sure’and true.

Songs are simple, written in a suidznt .hard rock -1

moti{f that ask few questions,
“(A song) has to be saying something,” sald vo-
calist Steve Hogarth, whose band performs Fri-

day, Aprit 3, at The Rltz. “It has to be conveying .

an emotlon and palnting a plcture. It has to paint
a pleture musically as well as paint one lyrically.

~above all else It has to be honest

Such a credo won't land them on the cover of
Melody Maker, cause upheavel In the alternative
seeno or rankle the myopic radlo programmer. A
cynic might even dismlss such statements of vir-
tue to Insincerity,

Somebody must be buying it, though.

It's hard to seoff at a European sales figure of .

600,000 of their latest album !'Holldays in Eden™
or wrlte off an outflt that's lasted ncarly 10 years
and even endured a change in lead slngers, from
Fish to Hogarth, in that span:

Pechaps there's a vulnernblllly that leads to

IN CONCERT

puts an emotl tohis
- MANY hUMBEl'lS on: "Ilu]lday: tn Eld:n”

Songs..

. speak of volds and personal longing, which. Ho

garth sald were culled from nearly three years of
tourlng after the 1989 “Scason’s End” album.

“Half of the time, we scemed to be'saying good-
bye to people for months on ¢nd.” said Hogarth,
wha wrote a majority of the numbers on the "Hol-
idays In Eden.” *1 was t
it. I felt a bit dlslocaled spiritually. It was some-
thing nagging me.”

Hogarth's vocal abillty is somewhat easier lo
retrace. Althaugh he had no formal vocal tralning,
he did sIng in schoo) cholrs in his native England.

HIs slnging hero was John Lennon, whose hon-
esty as a singer appealed to him more than the
former Beatle's vocal range. Likewise, he gets the
same “buzz” listening to REM's Michael Stipe and
solo artist Michael Baltan. * -

His schooling in the rock arena included stints
with English bands How We Live and Europeans
before jolnlng Mariltlon. The group already Imd

rying to put my finger on |

<'csublishcd luel( with several albums, including

one under the band’s original monlker of Siimaril-

. llon in 1983 “Script for a ‘Jester's Tear.”

* Martliton made its American debut in 1985 with
“Misplaced Childhood,” which was both critically

“and commercially successful as a concept album

featuring the bitsngle “Kayleigh.”

Hogarth bad [lttle troublé sllpplng in as a re-
placement for Fish, writing half of the songs for
“Season's End.” Fans seemitgly acecpied the
change In frontmen as well.

Then again, Hogarth Is a believable sort.

“I{ you stick a politician in front of a TV cam-
era, you can tell if they're lylng,” Hogarth sajd.

. “Maybe it's something we should remember as

people. You should ook them In the eye and ask
yoursell, ‘Can I belleve this?

“ think people can generally tell if people are
being hanest or not.”

Muriltion will perform Friday, Apnt 3, at
The Ritz, 17580 Frazho, 10% Mile and Gratiot,
Roseville, Tickets are $5 advance; $7 at the
door. For infermation, call 778-8150.

including treacherous
- raplds for the last five. §
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Monday, March 30

® Bruce Cockburn

With Sam Phitllps a1 The Gem Theatre,
58 E. Columbia St., Detroft. Tickets are
$21.50 in advance.
961-845)
@ Sunrise Highway

Rick's American Pub, 811 Church, Ann
Arbor.
5962747

Tuesday, March 31

@ Ugly Stick .
With Cracker Box at Blind Plg, 208 S.
Firsl, Ann Arbor,
9968355

@ Jerry Sprague
Rick's American Pub, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor,
896-1747
@ Ssdeo Walansbe
The Ark, 8374% 5. Maln, Ann Arbor.

" 761-1451

Waednesday, April 1

@ tLove Baitery
Blind Plg, 203 S. First, Ann Atbor.
996-8553

@ Rory Black

The Ark, 6374 §. Main SL. Ann Arhln
761-1800
@ Toqulla Mocking Birds

Tick’s Cate, 811 Church, Ann Arbor.

Thursday, April 2

@ Gangster Fun

#ith Groove Spoon at the Bind Pig.
208'S, First, Ann Acbor
#96-8355

® Jan Kriat

The Ark, 3474 s Mlin St Ann Arbor
781.1800
Mott's Benefit .

® WIih the Dittsrence at Hick'a
Cate, 811 Church, Ann Arbet.
'”—2701

Friday, April3
@ Tom Pacheco

The Blrmingham Unitarian Church,
€51 N. Woodward, corner of Looe Pine
and Ww\inrd 'Hcl.:u are §10 In ad-

@ In Thelr Own Words

WILh Midge Ure, Darden Smith, Chlp
Taylor, Resle Floces xod Don Henry at
The Gem Theatre, 38 E. Cotumbla, De-
trolt. Ticketa are $18.50 1n advance and
$21.50 at the door.
201-3431

@ Van Halen

With Hardline at The Palace, 2 Cham- |

pronship Drive, Auburn Hills. Tickets are
$22 50 reserved.
70100
® Teresa ‘l'rull 3 Barbara Higble
Reunlon Tour

The Ark, 3474 S. Maln St Ann Arbor.
Show tlmes 7:30 and 10 p.m.
7611800
@ Nuth'n Parsonal ’

With Jonesang at Hamtramck Pub,
2048 Canlif, oft ol 175

15-3829

® Grady Hazy

With Bright Black ll L 21, 3930
Jacob, ltamiramck.

K158555

® Daelrolt B!un Band
Murdock's, 2088 Crooks Road, north of
M.59, l'loch:ur llll!s

L] aeulhgolni Zak

With Misslonary Stew at the Blind Pil. .

!0! S, Flnt. Ann Arbor,
. I.cnnb Brooka

Rick's Cate, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
296. 2747

Saturday, April 4

® Van Hal
With lhrdllne at The Palace, 3 Cham-

pionship Drive, Auburn mlh ‘Tickets are
$2230.
Xr7:0100
® Karen Finley

Michigan Theatre, 603 E. Liberty, Ann
Arbor. Tickets are $18.50
99-MUSIC
® Robart Earl Keen Jr.

The Ark, 3474 S. Main, Ann Arbor.
Shvwllmﬁnowdlnpm

. 781-1800

@ Beer on the Penguln
With Mirror Mirror at the Hamtramek
Pub, 2048 Canlit, oft 178,

365-3929
@ AFistFullof Chaos

‘Todd's, 8139 E. Seven Mile Road, cast
of Van Dyxe Road, Detrolt. Admlssion is
$5.

366-8633

® TrsahBrats - -

.. With Poltermoms at Lill's 21, 2930
Jnmh Hamtramek.

.. Dclrol! nlun Band
Crodks Road, porih of
M H nnchuurlllll:.

.Thtsampln
BHMML’O.&FMAMAM

‘e mﬂnnlumn . -
Rick's Cale, 811 Chmh, Ane Arbor,
998.2747



