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Restoration improves ‘Othello’

¢ among serious fitm buffs, Orson
Welles" “Othello” ranks among those
‘itfcs that 13 often discussed, but
rarely actually screened. Part of the
reason les In the garbled sound-
tpack, which was shot over several
. yezra and under often slapdash con-
’ difons,

. A recent restoration and enhance-
ment has now placed the {llm among
the upper eschelon of Welles' work,
. tight up there with “Citizen Kane"

and “Magnlficent Ambersons.” You

can se¢ for yourself what all the fuss
14 about when the Detrolt Film The-

Continuod from Page § .
to-stop. He promptly went on to
ofBer stunts, one that went awry

. when he tried o pull a riverboat-
with a barness attached srovnd hls |

© waist. He became entangled in the

- xOpes, . S
. Water went Into lungs and he be-
* ‘gan to think he was going to drown.
-+ Alter panlcking, a calmness over-
Look hlm and he freed himscl! and

.stllil managed to finlsh, .

< Al] exhibitions of physleal endur-
; ance are well-planned, Austln said,
' Acts such as endurlng a 3,200-pound
truek wheel on his chest ang anchor-

.-lbg a plane Involve apeciallzed .
11

John

3‘ tickets please

-+ Monaghan

picture awards at Cannes in 1952,
barely played on American screens,
Tt probably worked much better with
subtitles as the film's powerful
black-and-white Imagery ‘was con-
stanily challenged by the inaudible
dialogue. .

The screcning rights to “Othello”

atre brings the film Into town with
considerable fanfare this weekend.
What a difference a ‘decade
makes. In the carly 1940s, Welles
was at the top of his profession: By
1948, he proved so dlffleult to work

Austin entertains
by promoting self

In many-ways, Austin Is ahead of
his time. He was one of the first on
the roller blade scene, startlog an In-
door skating at Onc-on-One Athletic

with that Hollywood wanted lttle to
do with him except as on actor,
“Othello” was shot over a four-year’
period, primarlly using' money
Welles made by appearing in other
people’s flims. .

Indeed, the story of “Othello” be-
hind the scenes could make a good
movie script In ltself. His cast and
crew could be found walting In train,
statlons and. hotel rooms for thelr
boss (o ‘arrive from .abroad with
more meney for fliming.

A 'SCENE might bave begun fllm-
ing in one place but énded on a com-
pletely different set, maybe In a dif.
ferent counrty! In post-production,
Wetles needed to improvise and rely
on quick editing and closeups so that
audiences wouldn't notlce breaks in

Club In West

what Is called retro-running — In cs-
sence running backwards. A
“I could not beat people golng for-
* ward, bot I-could beat them' golng
backward,” he sald, “You fust have
to {lnd out a way to beat them,"

Like numcrois dares, though, Aus-
tin “"burned out" on-runnlng back-
ward. Now, he's tackling the realm
of public relatlons in full force, *

G &l ¥
from years of physical fltness train.
lag.

. 1 take it on for tho pure
challenge of it,” he sald. “I love to
.say 'l told you so.’ " ‘

‘He became known for oumlng-v

““When someone tells me I can't do:

DINING & EN' TEﬂTAINMEN T

" As legend has [t, the director was
so atrapped. for cash that he
reworked a major scenc to avold
costly costumes. The killing of Ro-
‘derglo now' Lakes place In a’ bath-
house wlth™ the actors adorned in*
sheets. .

The stop-and-start shooting sched:
ule tookits-toll on the 11 aclresses
who playéd-Desdemona “in various
stages of production. Suzanne
Clouller, a stage and sometime film
aclress, appears solely [n the fin-
ished flim,

Although - “Othello” shared best

fell Into the hands of Bea-
trice Welles-Smith, daughter of the
late director. Perhaps encouraged

by the success of the “Citlzen Kape®. -

rerelease, she worked with disteiby-
tion company Castle Hlll Films to
restore the [lim and rerelease it
across the country.

AT THE center of the film is an-
ather brllliant performance by
Welles in the Utle role, which allows
an-audience to Jook well beyond the
Welles" thick black theatrical make-

‘up that changes noticeably in hue

from scene to scene. .
In the classic tragedy, jealousy

* gets the best of the powerful Othelllo -

when Iago, one of hls aldes, plants

“deadly rumors about the fldelity of

the Moor's beauttfu) wife Dedemona.
“Othello” was not Welles' first or
last brush with the great Willlam
His

with Joha

"and New York's Mercury . Theatre

are legendary. In 1948, he mounted a
production of “Macbeth” on old
western lobs at Republic Plclures.

* The success of “Othello” already

has the {llm communlty huzzing with
maore restoration of-Welles' Earope-

** an work, mosi of which I$ marred by .

Jousy post-production. Next on the
ilst may be "Chimes at Mldnight”
(1967), where Welles' combines no
Yess than three of the Bard's works
with himself cast as the rogulsh Fal-
staff,

Orson Wollea played the title role In his production of “Othel-
10" which ook four years to shoot, financed prlmnrily with
money he made by appearing in other people's filme.
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Sparkling Beveled Glass
* Custom Cubincts

* Marvin Windows

741 Starkweather
Plymouth, MI

4533-1660
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* Ok, Sicel & Fibergluss Doors

* Peachtree Windows & Doors
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*Save an EXTRA 10% OFF
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above manufacturers
Sale Ends April 4, 1992
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