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‘a campus jewel"

By DaloMorihup -+ |
spoclol writer- Dot

- levél below. Both the lterfor and ex-

terlor of the bullding have a spatial

-The array of blank, banat moder: .

nist buildings on our college came

puses are olten the product of limit-
. ¢d budgets and the lack of & uniform,

master plan. : CL

- This problem can somctimes’be

partlally remedled. with the con-
‘structlon -of a uniquely. designed
building. . .Then the Promethean
flame of Jearnlng.[s renewed by an
archliectural spark.” g

"The Haworth College, of Business,
“on the campus of Western Michigan',

University, ls a case In point, .
Deslgned by Carl Luckenbach of
Luckenbach, Zlegelman & Parthers

In Birmlngham, the Haworth bulld- '

1ng is a three-story, 170,000-square-
fool fac 'ty that graces the northern.
perlmeter of the campus, ' - -

_ . The building is named after the
Haworth Corp. of Holland, manufac-

wrers of olfice systems furnlture,

role In the design.’

On the upper level, contlnuus

bands of windows, under the lorge

profecting caves of the roof, Nine the
exterlor walls of the building..

These- windows project out' In'the,
middle to become bay windows, add-,

" Ing o the spatlal projection of the

conference _rooms . located behind ©

them, - P N PR
- The mlddle level also has a band .

of windows that are framed by brick
mullons'and capped with horlzontal |
limestone lintels. Windows and doors,

on the lawer level, facing the valley,

that plays a paramount

are framed by limestone walls and - -

abutted by a terraced patlo, both of
which serve to anchor the bullding 1o -

Usslte. " N B
. The averall style of the Haworth - .
Building conld be called Neo-Pralrie

Schoo), a sart of current architectur:
al revival In the Mldwest. '
dl

which donated a
and famlly glit of $5 milllon.
* - Constructed of red brick and lime-,
stone under & shallow hip rodf, itisa
' U-shaped buflding that surrounds a
- central quadrangle, adding a sense
.. of colleglatity to the'campus and yet*
establishing lis own [dentity. . .
' . The building Ls'located on'a slop-
ing sitc with two storlcs on one slde,”
-+ punctuated by an arcade that faces
the campus, -On the opposite side;
three stories averlook a valley. -
. The "building contalns.33 class-
rooms, 200 olfice work stations for

adminlstratlon,’. faculty and offlce -

personnel, a computer ‘laboratory
and- 4 400-seat auditorium,. all of
which suryound a central courtyard.
. Three sides of the courtyard are
defined by large windows on lhe
middie and: upper levels, allowing

..the interior space to open upon the |

. exteripr space enclosed by the bulld- *
ing.- And,. In ke manncr, the third
+ "+ level has Hoor openings that visually -
lick it with the middle classroom™

Subcontractors
band together

“ ByRJ.King
spocial writer

" .Eyelng thelr work orders, shop’

floors . and “cash. reglsters, sceveral
area subcontractors are glving a
* new, spin'1o"an old ldea In hopes of

sparklng new sales In the ever-com-

petitive construction industry.

Knowing that opening llnes of -

. communlicatlon Is the fastest way to
generate new huslness, a core group

of 25 subconlractors has formed the

trades council, a commitiee’ de-
signed to appeal tnore effectlvely
with fe)low members of thé Builders
Association’ of Soulheastern Michi-
gan (BASM}. i

“The:subcontraciors were looking

for 2 vnlicd volce within the assocla- .

tioh to'get the.word out aboul thelr

_particular talents,” sald Mary ‘Ann

Dalglelsh, committee admlatstrator
of BASM, which has its headquarters
io Farmlngton 1tlls. - B
“Before we just had builder mem-
hers and assoclate members, But be-
-. cause our assoclate members are so
diverse {from bankers to'Reallors to
.. carpenters), It's difficult to tell- who
- .does. what: from just a.company
name., The trades counc) will help
.- "highlight subcontractors and address
concerns unlque to thelr fleld.”
Whether overlooked or under-
valued, the trades councll will, for
" the first time, palr carpenters with

cleaners, not only as a way of °

drumming up ncw business, but also

to spansor seminars deatgned to help

* subcontractors, most of whom are
sinal)-busincss owners. | c

“We wanted to become a coheslve

unit te better market ‘our akills and

services before the bullders and aur

suppllers,” sald Jeff Houslander, co-

" chalrman of the trades councll and

owner of The Houseway Co. In Livo-

nia, . which speclallzes in residential

. ‘roofing and slding. - .
. “We hope the councll will increase
_buslness for all those who joln, and
certalnly more opporiualties wiil
open up for cveryone Involved. If a

bullder Ls looking for & plumber or. .

electrician, we want the trades coun-
cil to be their flrst optlon.™”

APART FROM expanding net-
worklng opportunliies, In the past,
many, subcontractors expressed re-
gret over mlssing many BASM-spon-
sored meetings, seminars and guest

School'movement is not all that dif-
ferent from.the way It was done In,

. Frank Lloyd Weight's time, - .«

s characterlstics Include alm-"

- plielty, us¢ of ‘earth. tones,’ orna-

mentatlon  that' Is'integral to the
oyerall architecture, o focus on the
the spaces ‘rather. than ‘on

“decoration. . .t L o
" Whether Carl Luckenbach had the -

Prairic style In mind Is not the ques-..

tion. What Is Important -is the fact
_'that the Haworth Collége of Business

Is 2 welcome addition to what could
be politely termed Western, Michl-

. gan - Universy : architecture, Per-
haps with Haworth; and the deslgn
acumen of Luckenbach, the universt- -
Lty is pointed 16 a meaningful dirce-

tion Involving a bullding that Ls tnte-
gral with ks site, the campus and its
educational mission. s

Dale Northup is a professor of
architecture. e Ce

speakers, events that were schéduiled
during weckday working hours. To

* get around. such time conflicts,-the

trades council will hold monthly ad-
minlstratlve micetlags and. related

events in the early evenlng. - .
- “The evening hours will help a [

great deal because IU's tough 10 Jeave
the buslness durlng & workday,” said
Annette Lockard, one of the councll's
founding members and co-owner of
Auburn  Hills-based - Compulsive
Cleaners, which ‘cleans construction
sltes, Lo
*Right pow-we're locklng to'spon-
sor semlnars In bookkeeping, bow to
hre new employees, how to' ap-
‘proach butlders and address lasur-
ance and worker’s camp matters, We
also plan on sciting up a network for

obtaining used equipment and other

networking opportunities.” -

There is no cost to joln the trades.
councll, but membership In BASM s
a prerequisite. At the end of> May,

the council ' wlll .sponsar its first
guest speaker, Steve Thomas, who is

host- of the public elevision show,
“This Old House.” .

FOR FOUNDING  miembers, the

Introductlon; of the trades ‘councll
couldn't bave come-at a beter time
as the U.S. Commerce Department
reported housing starts in February
were ot a two-year high — 1.3 mil-
1ion unlts, Because housing starts of-
“ten signal the start of- actual con-
struction,. the - February - increase
!nr:l‘:lls better days for a hoat ol re-
Yoted tndustel bi

electrical and insulation. .

Vic Johnson, co-chairman of the

Council and president of Johnson In-

sulatlon ln Shelby Township, sald he'
10 see the councll address.

wanted
what bullders requlre of subcontrac

tors before they algn off ona \_nrk_

order.

“We're competlng with cnmpq:;lu
which don't have llabllity fnsurance,

the bullders look for In hirng &
plumber or carpenter. We also want
10 know how we can reduce our in-
Urance costs, . )

- For more information about the
Trades Councll, call BASM at (313}

iU

- According 1o Lake Foreat, IIL; ac-
- chiteet Tom eing, “The Neo-Pralrie

“The Hawarth building combinos classroms, iub'l‘und olfices. -
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*: photos by CHINSTOZHER LARK

50 we want to address what exacily

- YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY.

WHEN BUYING AHOME, -

IS LOCATION, LOCATION... |

* i you've been house hunting for your Tomily, you know haw
hard it is to (ind the perfect house in the perfect neightoitiood.
Don'r compramise. You'll ind what you're looking for of
Somerset Horth, - : K '

The typical Somerset Horth buyet has 3.2 chifdsen, six bicycles

- ond extremely good Taste, Somerset Horlh featuses becutiul,
fout- bedroom hores, on spacious lats with spectaculor
fondscaging. Best of of, it has the highess quahy schoals fat
yout ctifdren ond some of the best shopping tn the stote for
your whote fomily. '

“Stop by Snmersar-Nonh today und discover the Ifestyla you've

. Homes slorting af S?bU‘UUﬂA « T'1/2-end 2105 bnek

exlenot homes © 2,800 fo 3,800 $q 1. # § badroaing
« 2172 bathiooms » tult besements @ lueplsie © erentle
« side-enircice guicge ® Gty sidewclhs ® wopded sited

‘ Homes offcred by:

Olympio Homes, Inc {313} 362-0020
American Home Corp. [313) 362.0479
Scowell Homes, (ac. (113) 362-4788

L.C. Homes, Inc. {313} 362.2272

Entore Custory Homes 11d. (313} 362-3070
Divine Home Assor. {313} 637-3155

Models open daty 1- 6 g (closed Thursdais )
Ovet 100 lots ovoilotle. Biokers welcome -

- C |
Somerset
North

been fooking for. Hew models cie‘open now.




