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On ‘March 12, 1926, ln the mlddle

>, of that cultural flowering knowni as. -

the "Harlem Renaissance,” the
Savoy Datlream opened Ilsdoons. .
Like the Cotton Club, the Savoy was.,

.. a haven for hlack muslcidns, singers ~

and dancers, and| instrumental to .
the eareers of entertainers like Flla
'Fitzgerald and bandleader Chick .
" Wehb. Its clesipg $n 1958 truly

. marked theendaf anera. " . .

Now, the sephislicated ballroom

- comes back telife In "Stompin’at .
1he Savoy.” premnfering Sunday,
April 12,0n CBS, Dircetedby -
Debibic Allen, the {ilm is set in the
_years just before World War 1iand -~

!mu-eum Iout young women whusc .-

and Chri

~yr.

""f.L’/A/
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. nights’ ‘spent at the Savoy. .
. Durlng the Depression,” says
Actor Michael Warren; “the Savoy *

.+ was one of those surreal places that,

“wheh you walked In, whatever uas
happcning outslde thosc doors -
ceased to exist:" Warren appears :ls
Calvin Hunter, a ruthless
cmrcyrcncur( ‘gpportunistic

“slimeball,” the actor laughs) who

" determines te romance Pauline, an”
aspiring singeér played by Vanessa

. Willlams. - .

L.ynn Whitficld "The .Tosephlne

: Daker Story”) plays bxhcr,whoac -

romance wlth handsome

CBS’ “Stompln” doésri (3

" awn beaoty salon, Jasmilne Guy is
- Alice, a country girl In love wiih *.

,\pm u r\prnl | 2. 1062

fiesée determination to pen her'

. New York and a guy named Ernc\l. L

played by Dirnell Willlams, . .~ .

" ‘Vanessa Bell Calloway completes
. n:cquanel a5 Dorothy, a mild.

- restaurateur Walter Turncr(\‘l:ria L

Vnn I"eeble:.) is secondary to hcr

e

_Callins and Lindn Purt also llnv.

Plummor star In da;:iallo
|—Steol'a 'Sacrota,this.wack’s Monday nlght movie.on; NBC.Gary...
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" - singer wasan unlorgeluble
experience”

-+ . Lewts says, “and Debbie cal!ul

- Allen with assembling anquulv
" caston a shoestring budget,”

manncred housekeeper unprcparcd

-for inter¢acial romance with *

successfu) white actor. Bill Jcromc i

' (John D} Aquine).

The Savoy, itsell nlmoslano;her !
character in thic film, is the scenc'of
several enjoyable musléal ©
u'quunccs.“rhcnl!camelo S
c!wrtograph) Allen deferred toA N

“Norma Miller and Frankie Manning, o

twao of the origina) Savoy dancers . -

-» and founders of the New ¥ ark Swi ing. :
-Dance Society.

Actress/singer Dawnn l.cwls. a
Inngumc Allen associate on “A .
Differcnt World,” appears as jazz
great Ella Fitzgerald, For Lewis,
pla;mg the inimitable. innovative” .~

“They were \wll inm shool

and sald, T nced a favor.™ Lewis’

admits that'playing Fitzgerald was - -
“intimidating, partlcularly on shott -

natice, Still, she leapt at the chance, - -
" and familiarity with thé music was

no probiem. *As soon as I hung up

the phone, I went over to my CDs -

-and cassetles. l\c got Ella

{forever, . .
In \Anrrcn s nsllmauon. lhl.
Stompin™! 9cr1||l writien by

- Beverly Sawyer, * n::rlly warrnmcdi i

being a fedture film."” ilc crcdlls

and -

. says costumers and art direction

“which the club was known: Liess -

penple “went 1o great pains to
duplicate the period.” ©o
Costumes and period details, of
course; do nol 3 movie make.
“Stompin’ at the Savoy™ is at its best
when doing just that: swinging and’ -
dancing to the timeless musle for

engaging, howcver, are scenes

" advancing the four intertwining

stories, which seem to'dack ene rg)
and alm. Of the actors, only
Whitlield, Van Peebles and Warren
condistently deliver urgency and
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