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~ gan. Old and young, patieatly wamnx
in line for a hrlcl encounler mlm

. Rabbl Kagan is’ among Lhose who

. ‘believe, Rabbl
- Schpeerson, or "Rebbe” as. he's re-
verently. addressed, may Indeed bc
the long-awaited Messiah,

. “He's a_very indly man" said
Kagan “And there's a glow n his
eyes” .

."Kagan, head of the Lubavitch

~ Foundation in "Farmington. Hills, .

which is.scheduled to move to West
Bloomlield, flies to Lubavitch head-
*-quarters in Crown Heights frequent-
ly to see Schneerson, or -at least

“ confer with hla assoclates.
ON SEVERAL OF those trips, Ka-

Ran has witnessed a Sunday phenom-”

- enon during which Schacesgzon hands
out crisp new one dojlar bills to thou-'
sands of the faithful who spend hours
waltlng In Jne at the synagogue.

* One session was described in the
. cover story of the March 15 lasue of
‘The New York Times Magazine in a
story aboul “the Oranle of Crown
Heights.”
It's somclhlng to bchold s:nd !\.-

(.unlhl!) imi

Mcenachem AL,

. mmay be the Messiih.

p:
propriate given the history of the Lut

prayed sin

Some. seck: the ftebbe’s :Advlm:.
Others his blessing. Some just want
te touch the man who many bq.lu.vc

Kagan recalled one, woman' w

alter waiting in tine for twa or three

hours,” asked -~ the 89-year-old
Schacerson i he ever gt tired.,

“His cyes - were :!uulng v\m-n he

Kagan id.’ ‘Ile said, °

.

connting

E these ex-
lr.mnhmr_\ sessions o Schncer-
son's way of making surc hls busy
schuedule docsn't Jead to isolation -
from ardinary Jew:
Besides belng “ch r.lc:ensllc “of
Schncerson, that consideration {s ap-

bayiteh muvement. that Lock roef in- -
the 18th century in castern Russia. .
hecause nrdm'ir) Jews were bun"—-
ignored.

Lubavitch pmmnlul the then-radi-
cal notien that a imple ‘Jew who .
Py was ne chs \\or(h}

FRE]E"

Sit.l'( & Alaskan Crab

B gcslurcs

OAN nummn photographee

billa once touch&d by tho man, some bulluvo is the Muulnh

Very serlously

‘of 1he knowledge. angd bl:ﬂlnx ol Tal
mud]c lav~

l’ll,!ll\l‘ 1s.

;\eullcr is. ncbbe gl\gn to rmpty

With cach dnllar. the rccipicnl
- alse ‘gels Instructions. The dollar is
1o’ he Riven te charity, along with .
_-anythlng extra he or.she mny want |
" to tonlnbutcr : .
“People take it u.-ry seriousl),
o suid Kagan, "+
n 50, as The New York Times -
nrllcln notéd,. some reciplents are’.
awe- alruck at. havmn somclhing glv-

'OT rec]usivn." Kn-_ B

en h, the man uhu i not'the King of

the Jews, Is recognized as a prolound
. »splmuullcnder . :

%vnn carcfully . tuck, llm dollar -

away for safekecping. Others have
the dollar; laminated, with a pleture

-uof Schneerson superimposcd over the
“ face of George Washingion.

. “Peoplc like to keep the, dotlar
given to them by Rebbe, T have seve
cral,” said hnga “But they follow:
his instructlons ; .. | they obey,

.. -Emphasizing u polnl hc uid is not
made. in the Times article, Kagan

- satd that if pedple keep Rebbe's dol- *

“$ar, they substitute another, and glve

.ln:n to rllarll) alung with a little ex--

ﬁm‘ ‘Messaah’

" Continuad trom Paga 1°

Kagan said. Thelr goal s to pcnuadc
* ponobservant Jews to be more falth.
*{ul 10 the Torah and the tradition of
Jewlshlaw. -

Kagan ls ‘among lhme wha bes
“lleves Schneerson may indecd be the.
Messlah, The Measiah Is not God, the ;.
rabbl sald, but the king annolnted by-
God to Icad the Jews Into a pertod of
universal peace and prosperity. .

Tradition holds$ each gen:rntlon .
may have, somebody eligible to be:
the Messiah, Kagan sald. Requlsltes™
" include descending from._ the House
of .Davld and helng a schnlnr ‘and

. spieltual Jeader.” -

"The Ml.'a of the Messtah comlng

is nol new,” Kagan sald. "It's com-

mon among Jews. Not ynky !s-thc .

- Messlah coming ... . but soon.’
Kagan sald slgns clearty Indicate

* an cra.of ‘universal peace may in-

. deed be at hand, meanlng times
“scem rlpe for lthesalnh's arrival,

.. To Nustrate, he cites” the. belief .
the Messiah will ¢ome at a time
swords . are bclng bcau.-n lnlo_
plowshares, .-

“In Russia, arms (acmrlm are
bclng converted to tractor ‘produc- '
. tiop,” he sald. “You can't get, any
“closer' than that.. " -

ite sald-olher events — such lhe A

mass exodus of Jews to Isracl; the

* airlift of Ethioplan Jews, the col-

lapse of the Soviel empire — reln.
force the possibllity of um Mmlah
being on the way.,

“SCUD MISSILES I\AINED on Is-

cl durlng the Gu)f War,” he sald.
“Yet the loss of life was minimal,

. as it God were saying, 'l m fn
chargc here! .

It was miraculous.”

Conditions -may be ripe !ur lhc
coming of the Messlah. Dut the ques-
tion of Schneerson belag the Messiah *
Is pcrplexlng. even ta Kagan. .

Rebbe Schneerson have the
characterlstics prescribed by Jewlsh
:Jaw?" Kagan asked. “Absolutely.
+.- “Hebbe Schneerson Is our spiritual

“teader. If he sald there was to be

new (or different) observance of the

law, word would spread around the |
world |6 five minutes. {If not by the

Lubavitchers® salcl!lle lelevlslon‘

,hand," he sald.

" rector of the'Assotlatlen of Reform

--phemy to think in those terms.” Yo

".neiwork, then by fax Im:mnu am]

. exclied word of mouth).

“And we'd be gearing up'to do I
. there wouldn't be any subcom

- millws tastudy it

- But I8 Schneerson the Mns.llah" .

*1 can’t answer that,"” Kagan said.
»But T would be surprised it it was
somebody clse.”’

Others are cven less sure. Among .

‘Whem, for example, Is Orthodox Rab:

bt EI Finkelman, director of the

. B'hai Brith Hillet anndaliun u(
. Metropolitan Detroit.:

“Most Orthodox. va.s‘ and pmh

recogalze hism as a spleitual Jeader. -
But they-take 2 walt and’'see ap- -
praact Lo any claim Rebbe Schoeer-
son is the Messtah," Finkelman said.
“JEWS . HAVE . HISTORICALL'
fired better with the concept: the .
Messlah, rather than saylng hels :l .

Rabbi Erie; . Youle.ucculimd

Zionists ‘of.“Anierica in New York,
has a‘diffecent view of Schnccnen

.and claims he is the'Messlah,’

“ “Not only do most reform Jews
reject ‘the notion that Schneerson Is, |
.the Messiah, but we believe It's bla:

erview Thurs- .

fic s:lld ina plmn

ay .
Th1l Kind -of ps»udo-mmlanlc
message Is thngcrnus to Jews," said . .
Yollic;' who this. simmeér becomes /

..“vice président of the Unlon of Amer.

“lean Hebrew Congregatlons.
- Schneerson, himself, has- thus l:u_ .
not directly addressed claims be is

- the Messizh: He doesn't.cncourage
" such speculatlon. But nelther does he;

dissuade followers from such spect:

< lation,

- Some’ followers are so taken by v

- the Idea, they. cxpect an announce:
“ment at any moment, Sorme are sald -
*to wear beepers,.so they can’get the '
-latest word on the cumlng nf lhn

Messiah: |
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-DENTURE WEARERS -
ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE WITH YOUR DENTURES?

i 4 general dentist, nat o
denture
wearcrs and their problems for over 20
years, | nwy be able to help you, if you
have any: of the following problenis:
sure spots. poar lower ridge,

“Nuating™ Iuwcr denture, Incorrect bee,
teeth

1ion,

‘General d:n(lllry lur children and adults, (ucludlng cleaning.
x-rays, flllings, cosmetic bonding, cxtractiona, crowns, bridgen.

MANUEL J. KANER, D. D S., P.C.
29911 Wost Six Mile Rd. {Just W. ol Middicbelt Rd.} in Livonla
: 261-4320
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