Oakland war

'l!y Sunn OeMagpl o
sta!t wriler ot

Pl-nrlnﬁ ‘the c'o‘unly may be left
holding the expensive mental health

bag usually flianced' by lhl.‘ sul!e %

’ BySuunDtMaaqlq .
- slafiwrites o .

1 call lor a rcdncllon of county
: ohn

llvetcamwl.amlng
‘At 1is. semj-monthly mnellng

_'Thursday, the board voled 23-1 to
cull It an lnv(-:llgallng team, -—-‘-

"'.‘-Surplus rolled over-

. Thu Counly Board u! Commilslon-
urs vated 10 elose’ out- the yearend
‘ budget: with a surplus af; $5. mllllon
“rolled ovér 10 hext year,
. The ac;lun sparked lharp words
"lr-im Commissioner Dcnnl: Axnron,

ance shol
* L taxpayers. .
© 1 abject, a5 1 du every, yc:r, Mr

Instead by, relmbulscd

“".Chadrman, and !-suggest'that your .
budgrt process Js, ludlcrnm * Aaron -

"We start off the year tnslsting
this Is & bare bones budget : yet
a §5 milllon surplus.- - 7 .
ve .extract '§5 million “too
murn " h 1slml thHslne case,

= sihle.’

. deparlmenl you will take away what
; they have Jeft from their budget at

1):0n% Park; who-said the heity 'bal-... the end of the year, they'll, spend Bt

* by the ireasurer and -adjusiments,

B
llun(lnglon Woods, .was quick to re-,
.spond, nsisting the exlstlng budget
process is sound and llscally mpo

‘ror m y expeflente. It you telia

all. That's not- how we encoungo
thrige

Commlssloncr G. Wllliam Caddcll
H-Walled Lake, sald the, balance was -
not al) surplusiax. - -

- Some of the funds leading to the
surplus caitie from fecs, Investments .

said Caddel), who is chnlrman of the'
bo:ml s ilnnn:e mmmlm-c

“the 3f3 -teléphone “area - code
‘scheduled 7 p.m. Toesday, April 7,

Auiitoriom, 32277, Flve Mite.

A preliminary plan would - splil
“the area‘into north’ and sou th:
gions, ' -
. "Detrait, the Grosse Polnld Ann
- Arbor and Monroe would cemaln in

including -Farinington; Mount

LArea code”hearllng set.

A puhllc hearing vu plnns to splll )
i

: In the Livonla Civic Center lerary . would remaln local after the spllt..

clals said, because the 313 area

U\c 313 area’cede. Other communl., -

,(.Iuml.'ns Flint, Lapeer, Port Huron'. =
and Sandusky would recclvc anew °
P . - 800-831-8989.

" Telephone ralcs ouldn't
change, according . 10" Michigan
-Bell. Calls- that are* loca) .today

“The,split is necessary, Bell offl- | -

code is” runnlng ‘out of avatlable’
t¢etephone numbers,

An additional mccung ls sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 8,
-at the Novi Civie Cenlcr, 45175 W,
10 Mile.

Those “wnable to° aucnd elther |
meeting can comment by calling ln
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‘Affording the best is not the.
questlon...flndmg thé best is.

5 BORTZ HEALTH £A E

led Nurmng F‘lc:Iuy . Mcd|care Appm\cd

~363-4121

*eSee our ad in Thursday's Sub Lite

r:lhcr than .1 nexouadng team —af-
ter several commissioners sald they
are not reaﬂy to-accept the “full

_management” contract for services .

prepated by the state,

"We want to send a message that -

full management is not a done dul."
sajd .Commissioner : Marilynn
" Gosling,. nmoomlleld “Hills, who

“chalred the mmmlllee lnqugaun:
¢ .

full manageme:

"W~ did, hct-llndluz In our com-
mittée,” s3ld Gosling. “We came’ up

- with 35 concerns for the siate men--,

tal health director and he met with

gree'wlth all our proposals, hawev-

*"Under existing law, the :ounty nnd

state share responsibillties for man-
. aging the estimated $120 "milllon
spent for ‘mental-health: In “Oakland, .

County yearly. While lh: two pnruu
shire |

us and answered them. le dld-not

v, .'md.(hnl’: wnere the tmm comes ;..

y. of ‘full- management;.

health services, with the-state con-

'Y

tnuing to pruvlde most of Ule mon-. )

P v

Mondoy ADIIIG 1992 OLE . .’

mentali"

But
by Gnsllnx. are Jeery, .

. Of the mental health ngenclu‘

. across:the state, only Macomb and

Oakland countles are yet'to opt for.
* assuming ful) maniagemeat responsl. .

“bilities,. - -

-'Critles argue that the state, which -

;ls required.to provide” mental health
services by the Mental Health Codé
of 1963, may reduce (s feve] of fund.

ing ~ or:back- out compleuly -
once cnunllu assume full mnn-gev

tally disabled and mentally itl.

Barbara Bergum,-a vocal oppos -
‘pent_of -full management and leader

_o! 2 parents advocacy umup. sald

 state pays about.90 pcrccnl of lhe '
ooy .

TIIEQUI-SH aclng cmmly u!-

{Icials Is whether or not they want to-
B .nsiurpc full mnnagnmcnl‘ul menta)

or p =
‘la! heallh scrvlccs lhould remn!n

Swith the state.
* “Under full managemenl e 1 See
groups .compellng ‘for service’ con-

tracts by offerlng the cheapest care. -

- I that docsn’t scare a parent, [ don't

money, nﬂlclnl.l may * sacrifice the”
quality of service Lo the devclopmen: '

. tlon, but through the dollars we hope .
1o save, we will be able to. 1m:mase

1t is not a done deal.

Oakland Coun{y Commlssmnw

_ Manlynn E. Gos/mg

:know what does," she said, - “Our

guaraniees -are with the state.:We
may pot win’ |hl.| Issue, hnt we're
gonna flght.”

Rlchard Cooper, director or the”

cnumy Community . Mental ‘Health

. Services; sald ke sees full manage-

mcnl:ua shlmng nldollau

slve  community-based program!.
he sald. “T'am aware of the concerns
of the -parents .voicing:thejr npposl

and lmpmve services.”
. Commissioner .. Donn* Wull

‘Farmlnxlon Hills, -argued agalnst.
CIull management, - -

* *I'm not convlnced we' stiould do -,
lL he: nld Thc state will glvu.- us

HE llOPE TO repl:mt the éxpen "

the 'r'cspor.ui.bll‘lly, but the lunds
.. won't follow. My maln concern is'the-

QAL

clients. I know there's a clause that’
we can give [t back to the state, but

‘that's lmpractical, lm just not sold o
‘onal] this.” "« .

The investigating team the bonrd :
will send to Lansing will Include the -

Dircctor. ‘of . Community " Mental

Health,.the Director-of, the Depart.

ment of Management and Budget,

.the Director of Program Evaluation
and . Opetations’ Analysis for the :

‘Board of Commlssioners, Corpora.
tion . Cotnsel, one member of the

.Board"of . Commissloners md the -
! Dcpuly Treasurer,

~Russell Martin, dirbetor, of .man-

. agnmcnl and budget, ‘said no time

frame has been ¢stablished for the
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