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‘ fRestoratlons
- breathe soul
‘back into C|ty

1 By Simon Eloganl .
. Now York Timos Syndlcmo .

C - COME YEARS ago ulhchh a
Stngapore’s. Tourist Promo-

tlon Board notlced that most
=" vistlors found Jittle to keep
thth“on the leund for longcr lhan
three days..
4 . One of ‘the m;\in prob]cms was |
. that rapld development coupled with
3 an almost  fanatic preoccupation
J .- with . cleanliness ‘and order had*
feeched the ity of the exotlc atmos:
phere lhnl launsts flew 10 Asln to
+{lad.
Largc pnr!s o{ the ity lookcd hkc

indistinguishable - midsized. ‘cities
. spread” across North Ambnc:\ and
Eurol
Prngmallc as cwr, e Island:na-
tion's planoers decided 10 do what.,
I ever was necessary fo incyease the'
length of the average visitor's stay.
The fruits of that declsion are just
beginning to 'hlossom. Visitors wili,
find not only a ‘whole range of new
attractions that take much from the
_deslgners . of - the + varteus
Disneyworlds, but' ‘alse clusters- of
turn-of-the-century” or older butld-
Ings that have been restored, glving
*'a bréath of historical soul back to-
d lhbscmcklmuspirillwclly .
One pf the linest examples of the
“time and- money lavished on the
*i. cly's "architectural heritage is l_)m_,

- A bl

. a tropical version of any one of the- -

126:5ear-old neoclassical . Empress

Palace Muscum, at the southern end

of-the Cavenagh.Bridge in the heart |
"ol Singapore’s colonlal center. It re-

opened as a museumn In 1989,
The museum is showing, -through
October, a dazzling ‘display of aril-,

.{acts from Tang Dynasty Chlna and

the Silk ‘Road trade route’ through
Central Asia that ¢onnected China 10:
the West, It s open from 9:30 2.m. to
& p.n. daly. Admission Is $3.65. For -

* more inlnrmauon cal) 3367633,

".Just a short walk from the muse-
,um are the other maln remnants of
the colonlal -adminlstration, which

lasted from the carly 19th century.
until 1959: the Supreme Court, the
General Post Office, - the Victoria
‘Memorial Hall, the Cricket Club and
CityHall, all built around the central
padang - — the -cricket. and rugby
ficld that was the lnvariable center-
piece of British mlnnlnl hwm plnn~
ning.

- Emerald 11ill Just ‘off. the Orchard
Road shoppirig district, and at Tan-
jong pagar, adjacent to Chinatown,
.feature row upon row of restored
* pastel’shop-houses —
‘story slruclurﬁ ‘with ]ivinr, qunnnn

P

nnumbly

lml |lu|o ol nt,
fof.the - NA'HON 'ASSOCIATlON .
OF. REALTORS .and lhv-unlldlna .
“Ownors ‘and Mana Asloc
L of Metro Dolioit |

FOR ADDITGHAL mromumm CONTAC
SUSAN HINDEBLITER, CPM,

AT.!IGd 4522 OR 645-614

The Emprul Palace, by the' SIngupom Rlvor. was bullt ln lhn 18609 to houln 1he fogia nﬂvn

Two other pmcrvaunn areas, at -

‘two- or theee-

"above and shops at ground level that
woere the chief feature of old Sloga-,

pore's architect ture.
A stroll through the ‘narrow alleys

of Chinatown and into Tanjong Pa-’

gar — Temple Street, " Pagoda
Streel, Smith Street, Sago Lane and
Nell Road — past the Chinesc medl-

cal halls with.thelr sacks of spices -

and dried roots wafting out heady,

_unldeatlflable smells, past the riot of
characters scrawled over every sur-

face in bright red and green paint,

cannot belp but conjure up the spirit ;

of Slng:pem s colorful past.

‘richness of the eity's festlvals,

Pactos courteey of Singepore Tourist Board

“HAT TO DO
‘Though.. some lhrcequancn o(
Singapore’s populatlon s of.Chinese

-descent, substantlal minoritics -of

Malays and Indians contribute to the

dragon boat - festival, ‘Which -com-
memorates Qu Yuan, an ancient poet -

ang ofticial who drowned himself to

protest political corruption. A spec-

. tacular and riolsy international dra-
- gon boat racing competition s held
Inthe city’s Marina Bay,

A G0-meter-long dragon ks one
of the glant stalues at Haw
Fnr\ﬂllu, an amuscment park
. "in SIngapore, with multimedla
theater shows basedon .°
ancient myths and legends.

S!GIIT’SEEH’\G .o
Tang - Dynasty . _City, ax ‘2 Yuan -

Ching Road, Is a combination histori-

cal re-creation and movie studlo In_

which copics of Tang Dynasty (A.D.

618 to 907) bulldings are occupled by

- actors playing the parts of artisans,

travelers, warriors, ]udgm and mc
ke, '

Thnugh only 40 percent complete,

- the complex isstill worth a viaii for
 Its presentation of e during China's  ~
maost glorious dynasty, The complex
* Is open from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Ad-;
mission is 39. For mare In!ormauon o

4 call 2611116, -

A similar-Idca is at work In u-e
tecently refurbished Haw Par Villa,
at 262 Pasir Panjing Road. It is a
. kind of Chinese Disncyland, though
on a smaller scale.* - .
. Haw Par Villa Is open from 9 am.
to 6 pm. Admisslon ls $3.75. Far
mnreinrnrmnuunca]l 7740300, -

* Sentosa . Underwater  Werld, on
Siloso .Road, Sentosa Island, opened |
its. doors last spring. It centers
Arqund 2 huge tank contalning many

_“of the bizarre inhabitants of tropical
reef —-angelfish, stingrays, sharks,
- moray cels, the comlcal clown sy,
-the hu;c grouper,

- An’ acrylic’ tunnel um winds
aroynd the bottom of the tank allaws
“visitors'a view that comes as close
as possible to duplicating the experi-~ -
ence-of scuba diving without getting
one's feet wel. It is open from 9 am.
to 9 p.am. Admission’ls $5.65. For,

S . .. more information call 2750030,
Later, on June 5, Is the Chincse

Another ‘matural attraction is the’
“Jurotig -Blrd Park, on Jurong HUl.,
. The park houses an astonlshing vari-
ety of birds from all ever the world,
some 5,000 altogether, and puts on a
bird show scveral times a day. The
* park Is.open from § a.m. 10 6 p.m.
dal!\ Admission is 33.75.- -
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| pativnal independence, Finland is
living overscas, and everyone of Finnish ¢
inland dusing the year to pediscover 1heis

M‘@: is also inviting everyone
nalo come mdcnm) Finnish

apectalcelebrition of the 75thann

“Roots in Finland.”
whaois a frichd of F
ant, cultuse and hospitality.

itand you

for twa to Finland for a waek:®

To celebrte Homecoming Year many s
events have been planned. A list of them is published
in the Caldendar of Eveiils shown here, §
1l have the opportunity to'win 3 Imc tnp

ad the word about 1992 - Homex umxn;.,\qu )
in Einul, dnd the "Roots in Finland® eelebration.

AN@ WIN A 'E'RP F@@
TWO TO FINLAND

1992 is Tlomecoming Year in Finland. As past of the
rary of Finland's -
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