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House must pass Senate b1II

5 Lwmakers
14 little unhappy ot the
over local wetlands. That
means, the Mlth Senate did an ef-
: .

As it passed lhc Sl'n.nu bii 522 n]l(m-. qul units
to control building on wetlands, but keeps them
from ahusing their powers. Thats importamt to .

kland  Township, "W Bloomfieid Township
and nthers ¢ serve wetlands.

Tln.-l{mx . too, without rh'mgu .
. Paul Wartner of Por-
W .m ‘have pre-empted alt Jocal -
tands regulation. Reattors and
de \L‘](l[)LI‘\ wanted it that way. . )

fn an extremely rare maneuver, the full Sen-
ate kicked Wartner's'bill into Sen, David Homge-
Local Governntent Committee. Honigman,
t Bloomfield, won high prai + {rom virtu.”
ally eve ryone for engineering the comprotnise,
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THE COMPROMI!

®_Require Iocad units 1o adopt the state defi-
nition of i wetlands. That should satisfy develip-
ers. who abhor & hodge-podge of definitions.

‘Allow lacal nnits 1o enforce state law on

cres or more, That should sat--
s..which are close to the scene and i
W llull' own topography better than state of-

would. *

,\Ilm& tncal units 1o regulate “Lll'lml\ of
h\ " 1o five 3 that should satisfy. lo-
s ‘concerned about
't be bothered with, '
° llcqum local units te issue permits for
wetlands smaller than 1wo acres enless they can
. show thal nd function wonld be impaired
by building. - nvnrnmmnl.lllxls attacked - this
pravision beeause it put the burden of proof on -
pov
it prevents lecal units from being too picky:

® Itequire tocal units to decide nn an apphl.1~
tion tofill in a wetland wil :
imission, The 90- dlay clock would bq,m 7
«ven if the permit were incomplete on ﬁulnmw
sian. Developers, to whom time is money, should
he pleased that tiresatne dedays will be halted.

® Limit local units 1o 2 1wo- -Step process dne::
stead of a series of hirdles such as a wL(Inndv
board, a natural features board, the

Tolling, we always knew wheeé the mey was

! ;,avcrnuwnl has been freezing and sVishing.and | .
“lke.other. wealthy Oakland County distri

- lions in'state aid:

i .the losses. Increasingly, the tocals are d(qlnncud-

. giving up pn what they sce is an impossible tas

- affairs over the

- appears desigried to prevent rural hanky-panky.

*and- little ones need to fncd on lower forms ‘of

nment, not e developer. On'the plus side, * -

. cent. Homeowners report ‘sadness at losing 507

d| i a blf loo rough
Ior‘some‘pe ale;

i~. the )u‘n‘ that the lmublml v&alurs ul publlc ed-,
ucation became i bit teo rough for sume people.”
1 the'1980s, when the good times were still,

coming from to pay for- public education. At least:
we'knew in districts. lke Farmington, Well, “lul
diﬂLrunce a dcc’)de and, m'lkcs . .

:'mc

Tm‘bL Am-‘ wrd tlmts lor L'ducnllon

capturing” funds. once:used Lo ‘provide what
iewed.as'a quality education, Parmln;,lon

ree

staggering under’ program and staff cuts made
necessary because the'state has ru.:lplure(l mil-

Almost as tights mlcd are the’ |D("I| voler: 7
wlio often refuse o approve, money to make up

by age’ from the school. cstablishment 1‘hcy re
feeling the pincli'of a bad ecohomy, too,
Maybe some stalwarts from the ‘80s are

“jllhl

ed to dv more with-

chool officials are.Yeing
5, these days, Who needs the headaches?

Wc have noticed, however, that more pcl)]llt.
cni to he getting involved in I‘nrmm;,mn school

1ages. For.one, With only three candidates, m
e the voters can be more focused. They'll-hear
more in'a less crowded. field — let's lxuw. it's.
something worth hearing: .

- 50 naw it'se uﬂldallv sdmul bu.ml K .mm L{! ,
the races bL 8
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A new wcllands proposul uhould kocp bolh
sides-hoppy.and oughl to-be passed in the
Lcuis!nlum

. (.Iu-r.- a loophnlc\mdur which & wu]nml can’
he farmed for. & year and then developed, This

IN THE OLDEN days, wetlands were ealléd
swamps, They were viewed as a_nuisance. In-
deed, \‘llnlngan had a bad name ameng 19th cen-
fury nncq.rs and lan \pccuhlnrs because of its -

Over the decides, many 'were dfained or filled
in. And once ngam we realized that.you can't:
with Mother Nature without unintended
sequences. .
Wetlands (ilter, wnlcr bolorc it dr'lins inte a
lake. We need wetlands for clean water. - -

Wetlands are nesting areas’ for. blrds and
treeding grounds for other forms of wildlile. You
don’t h.nvc big fish in.a lake whose ‘shores look
like 5t goll curse. Big Mish need to'cat little ones,

life,

Florida ncv.spnpcrﬁ these days are full or hor-

rur stories related (o the loss of wetlands. Gulf.
Coast ‘countles..see ‘political . battles between

commerecinl’ and spori- Tishermen becnuqc fish
stocks have d. Nature jes say -
nimbers of wclland blrds are down 90'to 85 per-

percent ofope of their. ruvurllc wlnlcr residents,

Michigian's robin, *
l‘ Jorida is suffering from a disvnse o! wliich.
has early You can't fill in

hoard and zaning appeals bard. This should
wsly nat only developers but anyone interested in |
efficiency and responsiveness. . |
® Allow an owner who b denied a per-
mit tn ask for downward ro ment’ of the

- wetlinds without upsetting Mother Nature.

.man’'s compromise — statewide standards sup-

Some folks liken the compromise ‘on Michi-
ran's wetlangds bill to & camet == a horse de-
slgned by a committee, Not.in this case. Honig-

) nlvl class, .
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««an entire class of political prof

“‘ours, where teacher saliries conr-

«Tu' ELL
O anouem

merica’s. only mmno crini- -
- — H.L. Mencken
- Our political system is o crisls,
Anybody who'is angered, confuscd
ur turned off by all the shcnzninans .

* OF'this year's presideritial’ cnmp:ngns -
**dn, dealing with only three. kinds of |

knm\.s it pertectly well. .
- But to..reshape our politics, we -

2 ARE governed !dday by some-

slonals’ — - carcerists whose “life's
work is seeking and  holding elecied
pn]uiml office.
Sustaining any ncu class'ls l:xpcm .
cal system: has -
olved a complex ﬂnancml supporl
structure, as follows: - -

® Perks. I's more than automat. *
.ic'overdealt protection agaliast kited:

+ done

Lists, spcclnl interest-money ls today
the mothar’s
llcs !

c1|l) sealed system Is that members:
of the politlcal-class are Interested

m k of American po]l- .

* The consequcnce af lhh hcrmetl- i

people: lobbylsts (for money), media *.

types (for publicity and spin contral)

- ‘and’ other_politiclans (for deal cut-

Hng and cumpcllilun evaluatlon),
This . leaves , out’ ordinary- folks,
Waich is why 50 many people feel —

“carrectly =~ that the political system |
.Is not interested In lhcm or fn lhelr .
mblcms L

WE couLn tn!crulc such l:lw:d

governance {f'§t perfermed. But we
-have gridlock pollllu Nothing: gets *

-nnve |hc capablllty Iu govern elfecs A
. tively. -

Inmy own oplnlon, !culng the me- .. -
dia ¢onlsol anythlng of substance
picking candidates, governing states:
and nations = Is a terrible mistake.
Th:nls not-our. job nnd wcn: bad nl

SECO.\'D nmsoN for grldtocxl.
i C

- Firstbig ¢ tcason bad candidates,
\\h)" Thc political: partles have’

checks, but a-range of t. ted

incumbent protection dcvlccs —-big
slaffs, [ree mailing pnv]lcgu and 50
forth.
. ® Salurjes, Ml pahliclnnx life,
work cdnsists in getting elected, then " ©
JUstands te reason holding office bes
comes a full-time job. It's-a short:
-jump from here te .ratnming
lhrungl- big pay mcrcasr: by voice . .
voles (o record rull c:\lls) at mld
night.. .

e Hribes. Olbuholdl.zs pay. [ur

“tion to the media. )
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laegely selees :

ongress, |

an't act. -
Congress dumped the unlorny

system.In the 1960s. An unfnru-en

was that no |

" “device emerged powerful enovgh. (o’

"Times msx yr:cllcal palillci:m:

"um the picking They knew intimate:

Iy the strengths and weakncsses of -

. patenlial candidates. This process is
:paw called “the: smoke-filled room’

and Is widely scomcd .
In iis place, we'have the medla se-

Great "Amerlean Leaders such as

George McGovern, Jimmy, Carter,

Michael - Dukakis, -Ronald  Reagan.

nnd nunplinx bribes mmly
mpaign  contslbutions.”  Ad.”
stered shrough, political action
smitiees and articulted by Jobby-

Jerry Brown or Bitl Clinton, the me-
diaeasure that any nominee knows a -

- lol’ about spin control but :may pot

:,oF more groups whosc special [ntel
tecting ‘candiddies, providing us with. " e pec

"deal with all the. specinl Interests

and their money. .
fesult: Any public policy inltla.

“tive ‘far -reaching . enough to deal

cohereénily with any of our problems .-
is subject 10 a blocking veto by one

{ may be theeatened,’
'-* Next_week: What
hﬂchlgnn

we c.;n do in

X s chalrman o,r the'
company tha ns this.newspa.

er. Jlis eward-winning column
xll appéar pcnodlcal!y :

from our readers

.'School

: calendar

a concem

Tuothe edifor: N

1 am writing this lcl(ur 10 n-xprhn
oy concern and anger-aboul our dis- -
trict’s schood calendar. ©

The broad issué is the ‘amount of

*" haurs and days our children are ae-

tually in‘'school. In-a distrlct such as

‘pare favorably with those around us,

. .our chllidren. goto school' the bare

“tnintriun required by taw and 1 of
those are one-half days.

. A phone survey of surrounding dis.
tricts showed that we'go fewer tatal
. days . with considerahly more half:/
|I:lys than.any of our neighbors. .

.-A.more Immediate concern, how:
ever ia‘the proposed 1992.93 ‘calen-
“dar. 1 feel our. district has become
Increasingly out af synch with all of
our neighbering distrlcts.

We gel out much carlier in .lunc‘ N

and go hack -far sooner in the-fall
than nearly every other sysiem, plus
our school year Is divided by Increas.

- Ingly -lang breaks durinu ulnlcr,

months. .

. This calendar not only crcnlcs a-
voe with scheduling for famlly vwa—
tton, camp and enrichment actlvi-
tics, it creates additional . hardship
for. working parenls -nceding pro-
gramming or care for thelr children.

T am sure il our whednle were the”.

s @bstrucr & ﬂiccmtru: Nmu paprrs‘-——g'.

Sleve Bnmnby nwmgmq cu-lor

Dick tsham geacral manager

: would be considerable.

LNt anaging editor

mh msl(‘:ul of the ex:epﬂon lhnl lhe
impact on our states tourist business

1 would )ike te sc¢ this matter ad-
dresséd with an cye towards taking

days from our lengthy breaks'in De- |

cember and February and ‘teacher’

conference half-days’ to brlog. our

calendar more closely in’ linc. with

. Ihr: narm ln ather districts.

Shelley Glass,
Farmiogton Hills

- Dlstrlct s

fundmg is’
‘uncertaln

Now that thc Roveraor has re. -

vealed hls proposed plans.for: school

. fundlng, it is-clear that desplie rhe-

taric to ‘the ‘contrary,  Farmington
Public Schools' and other school dis-
telets in ‘our state are suddenly vul-
neeable e unprecedented - and
wrenching reversals in'state- (nmﬂnx
polley.

After dccadu nl :Ia(e tommib =

ment to: funding FICA and pension
_costs for all public schools, the gov-'
‘ernor-
state FICA-and penalon llnbllty to 10—
“cal schiool dl:trlcu

This comes at g llmc whcn our dlx-

Suhuvbnn Comn\ummhons Co-p
Phillp Pawer chawman of Ihe board
ﬂ!chnvd Anlnlnn presigent

proposes to ‘shift the- entire ©

telet's financial future is already un-
certain duc 1o the potentlal'negatlve

- eifects of the huvcmbcr 1992 ballol

‘proposals;
- Farmington Schnols cut s IDBI
92 operatlng budget by nearly sevi en.
pereent last year after-absorbing a
$5.5 mlillion loss du: to state Iundlng
cutbacks, .
The disirict cut 154 pollllnn! {rom- .

Its. budget, but that will -only. be.
cnough to restore finanetal stability

- for thls year um! the.1992-93 schiool

year.

. State support for FICA ahd pen-
ston funding amounts to'$9 million a
year for Fnrminglon Schools. It the *
governor's school funding propesal ks

. not thwarted during the leglstative

budget - process, ‘the ‘school. district
will be forced- to.make additfonal
permanént hudge\ culbacb begin

nlog tn IDM .

“The gnvcmuu pmposal wnnm
“abruptly abandon a . longsianding
state hmdlng mmmllmcnl to°local -
schools, 'In: thename' of equlty, it ~
would’ force local communitics {o
choase between higher property tax-

es of diminlshed uluc:llonnl ser-.. o,

nti: ux sentlment, it
ptance.of the lnu.-r
amatter of state policy.” -

1t these' facts are of concern to ..
you, you may ‘whh to contact your,
. elected repmcnuuves . uprm
: yourvlcw: :

Ken Kurts,
prniﬂent P-mnt Advisary Board,
Farmiagton High School

Mark Lewis direclor of adverisng

plemented by local expertise — is the solution
Fred Wright dm clor o r‘rCquhm

-On this point, tevelapers.and envi-
‘Michigan should have adopled in the first place.,

ronmenalists are agreed




