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" Warner Mlddln Schnnl lludnm Jeﬂ Munin 111017, The puck used wan nclunllya llghl-
.14, plays streot hockey in the pnvklng lot of weight plastic ball,
. Fnrcs\ E[um:n!uy wllh a group of boya ages '

‘Street h@@key é@@ms
wuﬁh merbla@mg seﬁ

- Indhe metropolitas area..

By Allelnwlnthnd o
spaclal wrlter

‘some of " thelr young fans

: have also_taken to-the paves
R menl = but'to plny lhc game, | not
.- stop noo

The youngsters are playing slrml
+ {or'driveway) hockey. a game where

-cracked cdnctete or bumpy asphnll‘

‘ 1akes the place of smooth white lec.-

. ~.and sneakers- and- rolterskates re-
place bladed footwear: The game s’

. catchipg on with. 10-0-16: ycar»om:
«.With plenty-of help from the ultr:
hot rollerblading fad, a repewed and
growlng Interest In street hockey has

for such

TRIKING PRO liockey play:-
. ers have hlt: the bricks, and

*.been nolcd by’ pcoplc who prov]dc o

generally . the ub]:cl of cholce for .’

street hockey players.

The law-bounce factor. of the' h:l“ﬁ‘
and case of movement acToss paves ..,
1. ler a qulck acllon

ment -are |
game. .
“Regutar hockcy suclu are used

Parents may be happy.to learn that .

many of_the kids are-simply fitilng

thelr old -spilntéred- or, chipped ice®

. hockey, sticks with jnexpensive’ plas-
tic blade replacements. Agaln, ‘the
plastic lends itsell to.better- play on
pavement and is durable as well..

Dut “aside from thé sticks and ~

balls, it can’'cost a-preity penny to
pmpcrly outfita )ounp}lcr {or stree!
ing lur some famili merchanu
! said.:

s cqulpmvnl b) peaple who come into,

Ahe store,” -sadd Robert Pleard,
owner of “Robert I’lcard Spor!.s in

. 'Farmlnmnn

#And .1 even kiow" u! a group o(
three or' four. teams now ‘in-.the”
* Farmington Hills area that have

 been trying to get together. and play™
*. against each atherion weekends or

whatever, It's, daflnnely cntchlng

Al’!‘AIIEhTLV lhl! lnlcml
nren -wide. Says “Tom Wright, a sa]ts

.clerk for .Imperial -Sports . fn. the™. .

Meadowbrook Village Mall, Roches-

- ter Milts: “It is a'big trend all over. -
subdivisions. We are sold out of rol- . -

Icrb!adcs m\d h»ckcy slltlu right .

. ol) a 1ot of plasllc balls lor
street hockey, (09."he add ed.
Plastic. balls?. tsn't hockey | sl.lp-

" posed to be played with pucks?”
Far' the' sake of those unaccus-. :

tomed to the sport; specially made
soft phsuc balls--nat vutksynre

““We're secing a lot more Inlomt'
“in it.this year and a demand for the -

rnusl “and costs about 360, Protective

cquipment Sike helmets, gloves, knee
:and elbow pads, which many, shop .-
owniers récommend, nlsa adds to lhc

bl quile healthity.

Parents can uxpecl to.pay. §20- 375 -
. for.a helmet and an additional $20-. -

$75 per set for pmlccllw.- padding.
Yet safcgunrdlng players from i
riu i3 a concern, Picard n!d

l\ I*ULL AGREEMENT s anothv
t sforc owner, Frank Mrowczynsk),
of- Bloomficl peru Shop Bloom
tield Hills, .

hélmets and glaves, definitely. Kids

can gel hit- playing this..but If they. .

te -wearing the right cquipment,
that-can rcully hc]p, !\lmwuymkl
satd, .

cards,of $130 for'a decent pair.’ .

the sumigle route, opting out of the
pads, helmets gnd. In some cases, the

hockey. That cost 'can be.Intimidat:: .

N slurdy. pu chlhlo, goal netr
.made of PVC plping, Is a -

As a'parent nlyscli ld sugxes\'

Of course, somie pln)crs have gone ’

rolterblades - lhcmselvm ln.!(e;\d

lhcy merely “play as they are,” us- .

mg thelp regular shoes for the game.
-And many seem to enjoy the sport
just as much.

Jetfrey Fischer of Farmlnglon. .
whe at 6 is a-few years shy of the:

alher stréet hockey players, sald the

" pame of the game s fun. According *

ta' Fischer, there Is no shortage of
that whes he s shooting and scoring

- Hilh @ Rroup . of hls fricnds on’ his
driveway." .
o1 1 play bccause 1 llke lt.. . espe-

ally when 1 score,” he uid
In’ fact, the strcet. .hockey ‘bug

scems to, have -bltten the whole .

Fischer family. Fischer's mom, Kar-
1a, aid she and her husband, Terry,

. and thelr, younger son, Matt, Q ollnn

Joln'in on the fun,

ihe *kids. to ‘spend iheir time. They
are outslde, keeping busy and having
fun,” she sald. Fischer. adds that she

*certainly’ Sees 'street hockc) as-a

; growing trend. .
Whether the. trénd WIll contiue Ls

.yet to be scen. Picard said that since.

co's a “sport generally enjoyed by .
:youngsiers, it-1s really hard to tell *

what the future holds for the sport's

+ popularity’ ‘because kids “often gn
‘fram one thing to the next.

* “Ten yoars ago, il you "had loId .
* your Xids they would be playing out-
“door hockey .on ihe street wearing .
. sumcthing called ro)lerblades;

would have said, "You're craxy
card said.

So for now-at hms(. thc bayz will

. km.p on ‘skating and scorlng oul on

o lhcpa\cmen( co- PN
And wrh:\r\s tl\c blgsml hlle b lhc :

“cost of rallerblades. They can ‘run.

And in “casé | you' re . wondcrlng
vihat signals the end of a game..per~
haps Rochester” Hills youngster Dan
Lynch, 12; sums [t up the best.

B rWe pliy’ untl) it's time to go -
home.™ T R P

Ordmance Ieaves couple
han.gmg on thelr fence -

*1 think it's a wonderful way (or_

. By Tom Qaer’

statf wvllw

Good fences makn good m:lghbon. a Ncw P.ngl:md
pocl _once sald, Around here, those fences had better
comply with'all local ordinances. Then you "Il have the
Farmlogton Clty Councll for & good neighbor.

- That was what councl] scemed to be \elling residents
" Dale and Sally Smetck during its regular meeting. Mon-
day evening. After-about 35 minutes of discussion and

debate — and a variance request denied, 3:1 = counci)” -
Ielt it 1o the Smeteks 1o somchow alter their new wood .

en fence ofic oot s0 1t would meet city standards.
The 75-{60t fence, instalicd in September. by Ran-

dolph. Fenee of Farmington THlNts, stood live féct tall =

“12 inches over code. The overage didn tescape lhe eagle
.eyeof an [nspeciof,.

$o the Smeteks ‘asked ‘the city for'a varlam:e and’”

. appo:ln-d before council Monday (o plead thelr case,
n't think the city councll wants to be unreason-
sald connc!lman nlchanl Tupper, “but the nrdl

* ‘nance is c]mr

Added councljwoman Joanne ‘-lcShnne “We must Iel .
e r:r)anc know what our smnd;mh are.” :

ONE PROBLEM Is \hnt no :lty pcrmil ‘was taken oul
for the project. Date.Smictek claims, that the installer,

- Ken Bauer, told him-no permit was nceded ‘as long as. .
the new fence vras Uw same helghl as the one it v~ ' |

placed,
Jidn't sit well with the Smeteks; especlally Sal

1 ride around Flrmhuunn alot,” she'sald, "und 1see N

a'lot of unsightly thingx - three ot lour boats. h Isn't

falr todo thisto us.

Tn denying the variance, mum:u nl\u u:e Smelcb slx '
months 10 bring their fence up - or down, in.this case’ .
~ to code. The Smetcks, 14-year Farmlng(on ru!dnnu. s

sald they're looking at their optlons.
“One iy. ehanging the fence,” sald Dale_ Smétck, a,

manages a1 Unisys ln Plymouth. "Annmcr ls lu appeal
" the denial of the varlance.”-

Mayor Bill lHartsock voltd ngalml‘d
. ance, and mnyor pro lcm Arnie Campbell was ahunt

Commlttee Selects theme

Councit's :u-gumn-nu about mnlnulnlng ctly lumdards X

ying the vari: '

for drug awareness: month

Plans are nndcrway tor thls year', s .

:October . Drug Awareness Month In
lhc Farmlnglnn area. .

A commlttce of various cnmmnnh
ly Jeaders and volunteers has select-
‘cd."Alcohol and Tobacco — The

Most Abused Drugs” as It's 1992

theme, "and activitles ‘are alecady
belng plnnncd for the four- wcck ;-e

. rmd nlcslgnea to educate Uie publlc '

“about dnxg and alcohol nbuse nallon
ally. -,
The  kick-off hnakhsl for. the

- Farmingion area. ls* schedaled for
Thursday, Oct. 1 with Penny Norton,

prevention coordinator for the Mid-

state Substance Abuse Commission,

as the keynote speaker, Her fople
' he the Inftuence of advertlsing,

The month whl agala lncludc dls-
tributlon. of red ribbons, - various

business fund-ralsers, and actlvitles .
. in 1he schools nnd area churches.

One of -the Ideas bclng fouted by

the group is & “Smoke Out Day,”
which could Involve nol only schools

but the entire communily. organlz-"

ers sald.

“Wade Hirechman, 11, strikes a pose for the
camera during the n_Iler,-lchoal game. The kids

said iheir poren
sszorlholv roller blude- .

paid nnyvxnme Imm SSO lo .
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“Jacobson’s

NOW OPEN. SUNDAYS "

We vekime Jarobaons Charge, MavieeCand®. VISA®, and American Exprent.
Shop, oned.4"pim on Thundar and Feudar, Unnf 6 o on Mondar, Tuesday, Wedncpdsy and Satu

. Shap Sunduy Nooa ta 3 pm.




