: . “on it. It's absurd to cal) it'a walllng list. It's & Joke,” hie

T, streets.

@@unﬁy s memaﬂy al wa

By Susan DeMagglo
_stafl weltor

The dcpuly dln-clnr ol-the county's Cammunil.y Mcn-
:):l Health Cénier Is v.lm first o admit lhlny,s could be
1ter. -
Peter Bicklemann uumntu that percem of Oak-
. land County’s 1.1 mllllon resldents requlre the services
" of the Mental l{calth Center, but the system can only *
afford to help 1 pereent or 11,000 pecple. Oakland i the -
* second wealthiest county in the country wllh pupulnllnn X
«gver the mtllen mark,, .
“The walting list for plncemenl lnlo some, kind oI‘ :
. tmonltored home IS 18 years fong. Some 415 peaple ars

sald. *Most of thesc.people re the ehildren of elderly |
rents who have taken care'of a menmlly murdcd or

" mentally i1l child since the 1950s. -
They hzve saved the mxpaycrs W !nl of mnney. but -

Center director Glaria Allenon and assislnnt James, Wulmn

|hrough. .

I!y Susnn Duanmn
stali wrlter -

‘.»\]Iutun, director -of the center.

They took- the’ ald white, érym,

know’ from thelr own uxpetlonco whnl pnllentl are gnlng-_ :

£ d expn-\-s |m:xmel\. 05, sald Gloria”

Ve'ee. the. only “center In Oakland’
County where people In the system

* now they are gcltlng too old, toa tired. Thcy wunl neip. A
. bul the help Is not th(irc rur them; It's a lhnml:‘ Thcsc
. people are taxpayers, too. -
1n 1988, the Oakland County Chnptcr of the Alllnm:n
for, the Meatally 111 of Michigan, brought a class actlon
suit against the state and the county charglog they do
.- not provide the care for the-mentally. dluhlrd requlred ;-
by law, the'state's Mental Health Code.*
The 'suit precedes”Gov. John.Engler's conu-ovanlnl .
move to community-managed mental health care! . Onece
It Is effected, Oakland County: will decldc where and’
. huw mental hca’llh dollars will be used .

v DDLORES HDWELL of Royal Osk ls pruldcn( n! lhe
Allanee. There are 1,000 famllies on'thelr mailmg tst,
most- dealing * with . either uhlzophtcn
depressive famlly members:

She-said the suit |s st pending with lawym ukmg .

.dnpasilwm. clpcm being called In and wlmmu com-,

v manlae

="

ing fonh

“"Qur nteds are geltlng murc nlu:nuon." shc said
*.“But they're not belng nddn:swd 1t all boils'down to

money ~— or the lack of it.”

" Howell has a 38-year-old san with a_chronic mental
. ilncss, Her jamlly’s struggle 1o carc for and support *,
him through episodic bouLs of hosplt.‘l!lmtlon led herto .

“the Alliance.

"ln our’ suit we call for a hospital as Back- np,", she' ..
ald ¢'d hate for them to close the Clinten Valley
Ctn!tr {a state psychiatric facility in Pontlac). Although -
" It's old. i’s there for us. People wllh mcnul Illnm .

requlre

“Also we want more services In the communi:y Wc :
u:ml more ¢ase managcmcnl workers who will follow &
patient six weeks to two months after (hey are rulenscd W

_trom the hospital,” she mnunued

',".\1051‘ PS\CI!IATR»I_C lfATlE;!\ﬁ "can't mnndg’e in

Thuuany ADIIID 1092 U&F (D)?A -

"ét yeas's ‘Em‘ h@mes

e . el famiig. bome. Thcyve burned brldgn Also, they
need- independence, fresh. starts. The Alliance wauld .

.like to sce more supervised houslng centers where.

. medicatfons can be properly dispensed, where patlents
can meet with soclal workers and paychhuhu, when :
paticnts can meet others with the same concerns.”

.The_Alliance sult ends with the call for a complete .
rangn of housing faclilties, from six-bed group homes to
supportlve apartments; day programs that are pyscho-
loglea), soclal, vocational and rehabllitative; supporied
employment; respite care for those with menmly m .
lamlly members at home, - -

” The Oakland County Boud of Commtuianm recent-
y-approved the appropriatlon of $220,000 for respite’
care oyer the next two years. -

. @Id many agencles are overjoyed at the decl:
SITMthc hey quickly add, was half of what they

< asked f . o c

: ‘Smokers wiln coffee il_l nround li\e dcniun'u‘cd lméking roam.' .

you found thém. K

“James Watson, 'my assistant,
helps me.maintain order,” she ex-
plained.” “We miake

guests:are 1 I the syshm

bling; condemned ‘house on the cor- - “(clients of the county’s

ner of Saglnaw and Clark Streets in *

Pontiac and turned it intoa haven,

. * Every day €0 to 70 diffcrent mens

»“tal heaith patients drop by the place -
to drink-a ctip of coffee, piay the ple

* -ano,’ shoot. some: pool or ]usl talk *

. about things. .

"o It's enly. F.ALR. — Frll.'nd.l Asé

sisting In Recovery — and It's ‘all

that stands between-them and the.. -

drnp basis “hll: ml-y are recover-

r\llcrmn ans FALR .\Xonaa)
mrough Friday from 2:30 aan. 1o
2:30 p.m. She treals it 1ike her own
. home and nxpﬂ‘[; guab to de lhc
same. | .

I{Ul.l-.'y Allh ” O'inD \hroughuul
“the center and no matter what your
, handicap. You pick up your own cof-

*fee Cup, wipe up yousr own doughaiit-
'.(rumh\ and put (hmgs back whcrc_

“F.A.LR. olfcrs a secure:and safe
atmosphere to'help individuals de-
velop courage, shate-thelr feclings,

‘menta) health -division) ¢an go oo &

Sometlmes we have to ask the home- *
less who' wander in .te, move on.-
+ We've had to ask-some of- our, regus

lars 10 Jeave bn occasion, but most'of
the-time, it’s an smiles, handshakcs
and good times."”

. The “consumers” as Allérton calls *
thern/help plan and run the center, .

*This motlvates them to socialize
and mobilize for sell-sufticiency.”
she said. “I mysell have been ln the
system, so has James, We -under-
stand the needs of vur guests and we .
respect them. We get this respect

TN

5

. . Handcrafters
ARTS & CRAFTS
SHOW

‘ AprlllO 11,12 -
- Fri. 9-9 Sat: 955un.115

OVER 70 JURIED CRAFTS“EN

4’,*{}!}{1’.'-03’.}‘5'3’2" T Do Sy

NORTHVILLE ﬁEC PEAT Oon CENT[R

1%2 blocks west ol Center Stieet {Sheldan
Ficad) on Main Stree] - Northville, Iwchlg'ir\

C-oor <

ﬁ Promotess: S.:o Sevth, 1
Canton. M) 481870444 (313) 33,
OO GO D O I‘;l.nn ru l.rul}l.‘l

T e PR T R U L GO T ey e}

_sure -alt . our ’

Vln make 2 diference In lhls pl:m.-

state

right back ™

‘Allerton has directed. F ALR. lar
the past three yeurs: She watched
the old house go trom, dilapidation to
dclighl B

“We painted, planted yellow' flé-.
- wers, hung curtains, built cabinents,

renovated S\JIN:GS(S and put down
carpeting.”” she proudly pointéd out.
rAnd the.rest of this old block was
motivated to do a little sprucing up

Jtself. ‘Fred- Testruth "has been “our

handyman-gardener. He’s done a lot

J FALRS
earncd it plaqucs of ‘recognition’
from”(he "cily of "Pontlac,- assorted
wna\nm_nnd “other mental

.. parted by Focus Hope, Lighthouse,

"mmlnr} doughmity arrive from the

- -down the street. The Clubhouse, di- *

REPUTATION ‘has-

mmmcrcd h) me county’s dnpan ;
ment of menta) heslth services. .

- David stops by F.A.LR. cvery day.
“It's everything to me,” he said.
“I've met a lot of {riends here, dil-
ferent people. Ireally lke It

n-.mh np,xnclcs Thclr woyk Is sup-

the © Oakland  County Community
Mental Health Center and peivate
onations

‘Each’ morning boxes of mmpli-‘

' .CHARLOTTE

* “Dunkin Donuts- shop at Telegraph agreed, ‘as she

and Elizabeth Lake roads. pulled on a coat and scarf and hcad-
Allertonis curtently trying 10,set . ed out the door. R

ip a'bowling league-for drop-ins In “I'l be.back. latér, Gloria,”, she

sald..“I'm off to the soup itchen to
‘ getsome Junch.” -
“Okay, we'll be here.” Allerton as.

cooperation with the Clubhouse, an-..
other center for the mentally HI just

" rected by Chrls. Lustig, is a pew. surcd her. . -

«dgency wheré organized: programs ©° And that's guod news fer everys
are offered which requlre members® one. :
Stoegister for partlclpation. For more " information  about

Hoth of these programs. are ‘ad- TFA 1. call the center at 334:6667.

. Estate Furniture and Accossarlus o
Buy at Fraclion af Original Cost...
« Brand names Drexel, Hesitage, Baker, Henredon, Uuummh
." " Dining Room, Living Room and Acco.,soncs

,—— 7.‘ . Consignment Wor‘ks for You --—-\l !
(- Buy At Factory Cost )}

NOT Retall

Wr.- Get F1crory Conslgnmenls p
. Fnctmy overruns Factory duphcales Spccml urdcrs

afs Noiv In Stock:

Factory Co
. TUtl HIIE l!:\ﬂﬂE'SS SEIS

99 5
. DUEEH Q.IZ[ HATIRESS SEIS
fleta: Ve SOE)-ONLY 5299 xet,

DOUGLAS DINKIG SE']S .
Vaus b §235 FROM-$299

* WEW SOFAS - BEOROONMS

. DINING HOOMS -

e@@ﬂ@@@ao

1a31 W. 14 Mil¢ Rd. »Madison Hclghts. Ml 48071 -
C'lmplnll Corners Centes -
2 Blocks W ol 1.7
313} 589-0390
I Howrs Dadty ‘(on r.? 10-8: Sal. 10.6; Sunday 125 @ J

T‘Dnvld makes nnulhcr pol a’
ovor»prcscnl coffee. .

Sfa!l photas by Dan
Denn.

A GENUINE LEATHER RECLINER
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD'
“ Reg, steoo  NOW ONLY

999

With ﬂradmgmn Younq‘
chaies-thatereclting it
1akes a second look 1o
discover thewr haden
beauty. This beautitul
 bustle back wing chair is
. uphalsicred completely
.in_genuine feather wilh
the sturdy framé and
© mechanism you've come
. 1o pnpect'lmm Brading-
ton-Young.

Limited qu'mllhcs are nvallnble in blue and green but

- _you-can ‘choose: from 43" other colors in 3 ditferent
Teathers by special order at this sensational price, Sale
ends Snlurcny April 18,

| Skl

3600 N, Wolicard Ave.
Jort Sth o Sqware Labe Rd

Fing barninre Scaw 1917

3’ 8348

1 Wed S s O pm

©gn Mon. Thun.In W9 pm
e



