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T°S OFFICIAL; April 22
is Earth Day, and T
Week starts April 19, The
"~ mayors of Farmington and
Farmlngton Hl\ls have sald so.

- Farmlington Mayor Willlam .
Hartsock and his l{llts ~ ~
counterpart, Jonathan Grant,
proclalmed the day and the week
In thele respectlve citles recently,
The proclamatlion reads, in part:

“*.", . the cities of Farmington-
and Farmington Hilla join
communliles around the country
*| in urglng all citizens to celebrate
.. | these days to make our world a

‘| better place by planting trees as -
* | one expression to gladden the -
heart and to promate the well- *
being of this and futere - . °
generatlons.” o

televislon .. . . some

[nteresting programs

10, the Educational Access -
station. . .

_~That's what Dean Cobb, .
telecommunications coordlnator *
for the Farmington Publle ™
Schools, would like to remind =~

viewers. e
. Station highlights, sald Cobb,

| are the llve cablecast of Lhe
Farmington Board of Educatlon
meetings on {he first and third
Tuesday evenings, and “From the
Desk of Mike Flanagan,” an
Interview featuring the -
Farmington superintendent of
schools, e

- In additlon to Cobb, the .
Channe] 10 stalf includes about -
20 students from the three publie
high schools [n F Other

TTENTION, subscribers’
A to MetroVision cable

are belng shown on cable Channel -f-..

| capturing culture

farc: talent shows, footballand
basketball games — most taped,
but some llve — and “‘whatever
else happens in the schools,” Cobb
sasd, : S

The school board's recent ..
deelslon to allow its meetlags to
be cablecast livebaagiven - -
Channel 10 & boost, sald Cobb, .
who teachers mass medlaat . -
North Farmington High School |

“People are beginnlng to-*
reallze we're heve,” he added,
- | “cven though we've been around
along, long time.” = . .

In gencral, Channel 10 Is on the
alr from 3-5 p.m, Monday, . .
Tucsday, Thursday and Frida;
and 8-8 pam, Tuesdayand © .
Thursday, Hours can be extended
for specia) ovents, Cobbsald. .. *

ARMINCTON-
. AREA residents with
. ties to the Clarenceville
School District take' .

noles - . L

An open house will be beld at
| Batstord Elementary School,
19515 Lathers, Livonla, 244 p.m.
Sunday, May 3, to dedicate a new
sclence center. The facllity. "
honors Mildred Burgel-Rice, &
former teacher,” - '

The Clarcnceville District .-
draws students from southeast .
Farmington Hiils, as well as
porthern Livonta. Call 478-8911
for more Information.

i EMORY LANE -
From the April 17,
1952, Farmington
Ent 2N
® Donald Duck orange julee ..
was 23 cents for a 48-ounce can
at the Fll-Mar Market, Grand |

¢ socond grader Ryo Sakata per-

" nesc students at the annuat ovent held this
- ‘yenr nt Harrlson High School. The Farming-

.forms ‘a childhood dance with othor Jopa-:

“ton Publlc Schools and the’ Multicullural .

BHARON LoMIEUX/statt profograpner ©

- .Gommunity Cotincil-brlng ethnic and pliin- . |

gual children and {heir tamilles togother for

.o sharing of cultures, For a'story and more
‘photos, please tuen to Page 10A. . ...

Del

By Josnine Mallszewaki . o

_ statiweltor. -

No-reseotaton ol wwld ghe
guideline to emergency crows.

responders have thelr orders: . .t L. e
“The law right now Is that emergency people must

To resuscltateor not? ©

ularly émergency personnel, dally,

“We've been, working In a gray area for qu.ll; 2 while. h
- 10's diftictdt,”-Farmington Hills deputy flre Chlef Peler -

Raldwln said, . . .

But teglstation now in a state House committee could
change that gray.area. According to House Bl 5433,
yau —18 years and older —. would have' the right to

excenle a “do not resuseltate” declaration. An amend- .

ment to the bill calls for such patients to'wear a wrist
bracelet thelr lon s0- emi y

or they, have liability;” sald state Rep. Jan

t o 7.7 " Dolah of Farmington Hills, ane of the blY's co-sponsors. .
" “That's a questlon you probably. wouldn't think about N .
unless you or 2 famlly member were terminally 111, But
that question {ravels through the mlads of many, paitic--

“This blll is really for the terminally HL®

- Emergency personncl encounter pmblcx{u. for exam:

ple, when famlly members of-a terminatly i}l patient do
not-want resuscltation, but techniclans may be required
totry.r . " . RN

OR ON THE other Hiand, sometimics faimily members

+:can't-declde what they want.or what they belleve the .

patlent may want. "The 1cglstatlon Ls: good as long os

_-people understand that that one symbol — the bracelet

 will ovrrride relatives’ requests at the scene,” sald

*. Ploase lurn to Page 2

~what’s inside -
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s1at writer

A Inciease In dellnquent taxes
thls year In Farmington’s business

* district is.a sign of tough economic .-

S. title,

‘Fify Cents

nquent
taxes: A sign
of ‘bad tinme

. By Casay Hans

s’

"4t woutd indicate ..

- landlords in the DDA
(Downtown . N
Devel "

{lmes everywhere, ding to the
city's chlef executive. X
“It wou!d indlcate landlords in the

DDA (Dawntown Development Au-

- thority) district are not paying their-

property taxes — at least not ‘on
time,” . sald- City - Manager Roberi
Deadman, who also sits on the' DDA
board. . | S

“Historically, taxes have not been
let go inthe downtown, There's a
problem {n the buslness sector — the
‘econumy s reflected here.”. .

As of the end of February when
taxes were due, a total of $144,396 in

. real property taxes were delinguent

within the DDA -boundaries, which

. encompass the clty's central busi-

ness district, accordlog to eity

‘records. Another $21,562 in personal

property - taxes also showed in
arrears,’ : s L
According to the city's 1991 tax

roll, the figures represent some 67.°
. property parcels or companies. The:
figures Include taxes from the DDA's

tax increment financing, or TIF, dis-
trict and an’ additional two-mill 1ax

* that is levied in the district.

FIAT MEANS the city had énly

collected 77 percent’ of personal ;

property taxes and 64 percent of
reat property taxes due — about two

_ thirds ol.the taxes owed, Deadman

said. O
“It's a turther lustration that the

‘bad economlc times haven't escaped

. dowtitown® Farmlngton,” -sald DDA
exccutive dircctar | Weady Stp-_

Sittsamer. - .
The *, delinquent tax - sltuation
doesn't cause 3 budget or cash flow

. problem for the ity because Oak-

jand County. wlll relmburse the clty.

jor any taxes nol‘p:hi after Feb. 28,
_said city treasurer Patsy Cantrell.

1t not pald, propertics are sold at a

tax sale or turncd over to the state.”
“ Eventually, taxpayers foot the blli tt
{he property tax 1s noi paid some-

how, sald Julie- Cassanava of the
©Oakland County treasurer's office, -~

‘Theé 12x delinquencles as of Febni-
-ary n ~Farmingion's downtown
“rapge’ anywhere. from several . dol-

lars. to ‘several hundred dollars for
personal property -taxes in ‘many

. small buslesses dawntowri, The real
 property taxes represent bigger dol-

lars and’ fange’ from: several thou-
sand up to to $84,421 for the largest
1991 delinquency which is'represents

.. od by tho Viltage Commona shopping
cenler. According to county records,:

that, center shows'tax delinguencles

.. back to 1988 because of a high va.:
cancy raté, but ts finally fllling 'up’

with tenants which should help get
things maving year, sald owner Jay

“1 think things.are looklug up in
downtown,” - Ross "sald. ~ He :sald
though the past $wo ycars have been

_ tough, he sces the economy “slowly

picking up.” He has 50 percent of the
retail space ki the center rented, and

Authorlty) districtare -
not paying their
property taxes — at
least not on'time.!
- . '« Cily Manager '
' Robert Deadman

nearly hal{ of the olfice space leased
as well.: L R

/ ROSS CURRENTLY has the shop-
plsig center up for sale.’ co.
Other large’ definquencics on the '
city rolls [ncluded large downtown
-property ‘owners - Jike Downtown
.Farmington Center Associates which
owes $32,474 for 1990 and 1991 tax:
es. Representatives of the company
could not be reached for comment.
.- Cantrell sald times must be espe-
clally tough, because delinquent bills
have, thousands ‘of dollars in penal:’
tles added-to thém, and administra< -
tive fees- which continue to accrue
aver the months they are past due. -
assessments,:

While' imes may be tough pvery.

- where, some downtown Farmington

property owners are enjoying an In-

_creasé [n their ‘redl and: personal

property values, * C T

‘That, of course, increases taxes as
+ well, o L0
Values have lncreased on an aver.
age of 90 percent since 1986 when
_the: Downtown Development Author-
My was formed, according to a re-
. cent report:from DDA executive dl- - |
" rector Wendy  Steip-Sittsamer and
- preliminary tax ‘information from "
the city assessor's olflee. to
“You're sceing the DDA - accom-
plish_ what ‘We.sct.out to accoms -

-pllsh, she’ sald,. “and that's in-
‘ereased vatues (n the downtown.”

_Under the DDA's tax tncrement fi- ..
nancing mechanism, the increases in -
values have been caplured and used
to. fund the city's: downtown' -

sireetscape program which ls adding .

pedestrian lIghting, new sldewalks

and greenéry throughout downtown. .

* In the base year, assessment val-
ues (n the DDA totaled $8.9 milllon.
“Those valucs fosc sicadily over the
‘past-few years to: $11.1 milllen In
1987, $13 million in 1988, $14.5 mil
dion in 1989, $15.% mitllon in 1990, -
$16.5 million in 1951 and $17 million
in.1992. : .

From the base year to today, that
represents just over an $8 mitlion in-
crease In value.

Tragic death spurred birth
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Crossword. . . .
- Entertalnment , .. .
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“improving. :

Rlverand ElghtMlle. .~ . Obltuardes . ... . chcck‘buiiha

® The Rev. Gordon Northrop Onthoagonds. . .. «4A. |- |-~ .services inour -
was camed minlster of Lhe Flrst Sports, , ... . . . Sec.C’ S .
Baptlst Church of Farmington. . Stroat Sceno. . . . . DA . 3 -
toe e . ‘ Travel . . . ..... ., .B8B
mgm’!'f'&fegm;g“’"*:@ CLASSIFIEDS . ,591-0900 r ' )
Farmington Obs . 21858 CIRCULATION .591-0500 '
Farmington Road, o NEWS LINE . -. .477-3450 HOME & SERVICE
Farmington 48338, or dropped SPORTSLINE . .853-2139 GUIDE K
off atthe office. .. .

1S time for fixing, -
“up, cleaning & "'

| of company’s’

By Joanne Maliszewaki
slatf wrlter

.. In.the falt of 1989, ‘workers at the Ingersoll Rand
Company In Farmington Hills got & shock that changed
thelrllves. + - . R
That was when a 3t-year-old cmployee had 2 heart ®
sttack and died a1 work. “Hls death was really a shock,”
said employee Jim Heraty. . - L
But’the man's untlmely death and the shock waves It
da

medical team

- now has nine members, Volunieers were sought for the.

teamand a call was made to the Farmington Hills Fire
Department for help. . . S 3

“They called and wanted to know what to do 1o make
1t a safer place,” sald Farmington ills firefighter Wal-
1y Kurzeja. “We gave them a lot of ideas” .

“THENEXT STEP was (o hire Sicwart Oxygen Ser-.

. vlce, which provided tralning for’ cardlopulmonary’,

resuscltation and first ald. Team members aren'’t just

_sent through the more p
" need among employces to Tearn how to help each other.

. in.times of medical need.

~"“We decided It would be beneficial if we had a modi-
cal team on hand,”.sald Heraty, 8 member, of the com-

pany's . more than two-year-ald cmergency. response -

team. s .
..‘The team was bomn afier the employce's death and

T ) o o

on the slde of the pany at 23400
linlsted, which makes assembly tines, One of the newest
members, Joo Maynard, ks an engineer, "Now we have
someone In the office arcas,” Maynard said. .

The training, of course, bas come In handy for em- "
ployecs if hurt or sick on the job. But Kurzeja says the .- *
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