*'Seat belt b||I glveS COPS more :_|eeway

. By w-yno
s1all wrltor .

Michlgan's seat belt law would be
toughened by a bill perding la the
state House, - -

The bi)l would nllaw police to dl- .

“rectly stop and' tlcket deivers and

-passengery for uot wearing & seat - -
belt — a’major break from current "

. pracllee,

BDut while pc;llcc. auto companies -
and {nsurance agencies say the bl

would save lives, olhers say 1!: too
pestrictive.

Scat belt scotflaws ‘atresdy. face, -

"~ fines but potice don't check for seat

belt use wlthout first stopping lhl.-m v
: . .way," sald Jerry Basch, manager of ¢

tor other violatlons: .
'lex\ now, l{’s a mndnry ac-
. tion,” satd a spokeswomnan for state
. lep. Thomas Hlckner, D-Bay Clly,
i the bil'schlef sponsor. -
Even If .no-niore drivérs ‘were

stapped, “seat belt boosters. belleve * ©
the mere’ threat of tickets would. |

furce more folks to bucklewp. . - -

" “TNERE (ARE) people who won't. .

use seat belts under any- circum-
-~ .stance, bul we sce this boosting use
to 70
, the Michigan Coalitlon for Safety

- Belt Use. The noa-profit coalltion is -~

sporisared | by the BIR 3 aviomakers. -
bll

percent,” sald Kurt. Welss.of -

AAA a! Mlchlmn nlso backs the.

"What do you thmk’

Shnuld pollca be allowad to more, d_freclly

. _en!orae Michigan’s seat belt law?

I you favor stronger tan!orcemenlI call 95 3- ;
'2031.tovoleyes. | -

it you like the Iaw the wa y it ia, ca!l 953-2036 to
- vote no.’ :
We'll be walﬂng to hear !rom yau.

I’u:hc. Bluomfw!d Hills public s.m:ly
director. “Of the Toughly 3,000 Uck-
tts we glve out.cach year, only a.
‘couple hundred are for seat belts.” -

"ie're blg séal belt-backers any-

community programs for the Dear-
born Insurer. “It's hard 0 put-
_you {inger’ on exacl figures but the
_ fecling is this wil) save llvu and say--,
" Ing lives wlil save money.”.

State- records, for 1930 show that
more.than 800 of the state’s. 1,185
auto fatalities weren't wrnrlnx :cal
belts,

At prmnl. an cstimated 51 pcr— 2
cent"of state residents. buckle. up. .
That figure contrasis ‘wlth the 18

rcent who routinely used scat
belts before the 1985 state law. * *

Of the 49 percent who don't buckle .
‘. up, only a handful gcl tickets undcr‘ .
the current law, - - .

"ll'n not too colnmos,”. sa!d Davld

leg has slgned onasa co-spon-

. Barhm Dohh "R Wnsl Bloorii-'
‘fleld, sald she's nlnady heard from

constituents outraged by the blll. .

*“ON ONE hand; there's the feellng
. this'wil] save lives,” Dobb said. “But
.- on the other there (arc) people who'

don't; want any more regulations,

“They want govcmmcnl 10 31:( out of
~ théir lives.” ‘
*, - County "pollce chlnh hnvc en‘ 2

_dorstd the bilk.

AN 1 know s I've never hnd to -
. unbuckle a dead person from an autd

wreek,” Piche said.

Dobb, however, un: surc how she .. -
. uould&olc

“T haven't trade up my mind butl

do’ think, people should wear thelr " §
. seat belts,” she sald, “I-know Fluse |
At preseat, no suburban Detroit .

mine.”
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CoIr you aren't wurlnza wn bcll,
“don't gel ‘pulled over In Birmlng~
ham of the Bloom{le!ds.

‘seats — local district courts can
add thelr own fees. -

Thus, fincs tn 48th District leﬂ«
- Bioomficld Township, add up 1o
$100 for seat belt scoffliws and an-
other $100 for those who don't pro-
vide child reatralnt seats. Drivers

*| can escape the second flne; howev-

.ef, if they show pollce. they have
bought an approved child scat. -

- Finesinotherarea courts: |

® 46th District Daurt. Soul.Mleld
= 340 scat-belts: $65 child e

. slulnl seats.
Though state law spcclfla 2825 -

. line for non-use ~ and & $10 {lne if -

children under 4 aren't using safety .

. 47th District Court; Farmlng-
ton Hills = $35 seat belts; ssn child
restralnt seats.

- ® 520d District Court, Roches-
ter-Hills — $40 seat belt for driv-

" ers, $35 for passengers;. $40 child

mlraln\ seats,
- @'520d District’Court, Troy .—

{O)5A

Seat belt’ penaltles vary|: -

385 seat belts; $55 chld restralot |

seats,
R District caum finance thelr op-

- ‘erations through ticket !m

i
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Thﬁ néw centralink system in-
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. Whichleads us to the engine. T o
mlhe new BMW 325is Coupe. - Anditke ali BVIWS, the 3255 is
Perhaps ongof the - . backext by ourd-year/50.000- mile
. few true examples ot bet-  butper-to-bumper wartan
- e hvung thxougl scwm -aRoadside Assistance Plan. -
+.this Tew engine’s 24~ - Of course to fully Understand |
va1vesmquueno adjl.l:[ _ {he difference betvieen whiatyou’
men{sdunngxeguhrvennce driveand Aor you dnve, yoir need
checks. Infact, the enging - to getout of what yourednving
ST npeds fittle regular mdinte- - and get bt wid the wheel ofthe .
“nancebeyondiheoutinecianging.  BMW 325 The fatest automatile
otall, hitersand'spatkplugs. .- - from a campany that consilors
THE BWWIMPACT-ACTIVATED .. raising your skill tecidedtly mote -
SAFETY SYSTEM: " % zmportnnttlnn raising your status.
Theulha-ngid, strategically rein- - - For moie nformation,
forced sleel bodly of the 325isis - ¢ call 800-334-4BMW,

 THE ULTIMATE nm\nue MACHINE.
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