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+ district’s reserives In the next lhrcc .
10 four yrars,’ officialssatd, |
. During recent hearings ‘on lllc
state school aid in Lanslng, officiats
. from neighboring out-of-formula dis-,

tricts In Livonia and.Rochester dis; -

tricis blistered Sen. Dan- DeGrow-
" and-his plan to cut almost dll their
stale afd next fatl.

“Your propesal would bring us to
our .knees,” sald Livonla Superin- -
tendent Joseph Marlnelli, who catled
the measure !'a well-orchestrated of--
fort by state government” (o “attack
the cut-of-formulii “school 'districts’
local tax dollars in every way possi- *

* tile ln the name 0( cqully w]lh In; {ar-. .

* mula districts,

Rochester school board mcmber
Darlene-Janulis added: “We all scem
‘to be in the same boat — a lcaky one
tatthat” .

DeGrow appeared unmovcd sits,
uing stofcalty theough the barrasc as.’
chujriman oi the subcommittee on K-

: 12 school aid.

, The Port” Ituron Rupubllc.‘m has.
given'up hojw for ralsing state taxes
for schools «nd is tcying to narrow
the gap between districts’ through
business 1ax base sharing.and cut-
ung categorleal ald to beticr-off dis-
tricts — programs te calls "cqulty
correction.”

QOvérall, DeGrow's vcrslon of Scn-

* ate Bill.226 vmuld

l\Id\ f

Ihun hN

o cr(} l.’nws

state cuts '

.'® Deduct $107 mllllen from the
calcxorlcal ald going to out-of-for-
mula.schools, up from the currcnl
$60 millon,

@ Take away ulau.- payment .of
$340 milllon [n-Soclal Sccurlly pay-
ments over four years,

which’ out-of-formula districts lose"

half the growth In thelr commercinl X

and industrial tax bases. .

‘FOR FARMINGTON, that means

.taking a hard ‘look at the coming
year's budget, and future budgets as |

well.
tinance «
Farmlngton school- board .did the
right thing tast year when-they cut
150 stafl positions’ and .other: ex-

Asslstant superintendent | for:

. penses. "We believe we can weather

ihe storm short term,” he sald, They
made enough of a cut "lnr a two-
year window.™

Bul lunglcrm. lhere will be conse-

:nd b\l] a concern, Barrett sald, but
soare shls year's property 13x freéze
which’ has cut' the distrlct’s budget

permanently by $3.3 milllon and any .
“number_of batlot proposals lurlng"
. voters this fall:

Any property. tax: cu! will Lllrm:lly '
affect “out-of-formula’ schools. ilke

Farmington which get the majority -

of. their funding lnroush tocal' prop- *
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Some Oldo Town-Mendowbrook Heights resi- -
_dents are annoyed with what thoy consider as
blight In southeast Fnrmlnglun Hitls, A wnidnnt

;Z;C[fy offers help for bhghf

By ‘Joanne Mallnnwlkl
stait writer

City Staff embers want {0 work

with- Olde . Town-Meadowbrook

Elclghu residents_to clear up -code
and zoning violations It thelr nelgh-

borhoads, according to Farmington .
1tilts administrators.

“We're’ more than wllllng We.

.want o mect with them,” s3ld Dale”
Countegan,- director of planning and-,
. “communlty dnvclopmcnl

- Residents are complainlag of \\hal -
*..they believe is lack of intcrest by

city- administrators, courcl] mem-
bers and staff, te clean-up bllghl ln

_the city's older arcas. .
Following .a ‘meeting wlith, nelgh~'

bars, as well as a city {'ouncll tour of
a- small section of: Olde! Town-

" Meadowbrook Helghts [n late March, * .
i Counlcgan and. his staff duclopcd

r('cnmm\-ndulons to-solve lhe prub—

_Clly staff and representatlves nl‘
the Olde - ann-ﬂcndowhrouk

o
took.this pholo —, and plonty more — to lhow
the cily councll the kind of preblcml they lnco

. lcgan sald. The stafi also wanta to

meet-with 47th District Court offi-

clals-and clty attorneys n:gnrdﬁng

plans to beef up enforeement. .
The howcvcr.

Helghts

compiled-a list of violations, which ,

includes. existing  items as well
" new offenses. The association Is ex.

* pected to be informed of the disposl- -

‘tion ‘of these cases by the end -of
Apri), according to a memo Issued to,
the'eily coune).’

- CITY .S‘I‘AFF also :uggcsu.-d

“-changing 1he focus from getting vio- -

lators to comply, with zoning and
« vode regulations to punishment. The

associntion Is encouraged to notify ©

“tor
* Heights.

‘. were not discussed by the cily coun- !
&s_"cll when concerns were agaln raised- -
" a week ago about code vlolailons and o

the use of a‘code enforcement’ of !
cer — pald- partially wlth federa
block grant money —
Olde . Town Mcadnwhroox»

- “We wani to, exylnre progrnms'

.and_ different approaches we.'cin

take wth the problem,” Counlog:m

sald.
To that cnd Coumeg:m says qunr—

homeowners .of the .
- campaign that would be slnrlcd -on a
‘certaindale., - .
“1. think ‘council direction
<\Aeuld be helplul to thé staff, "Coun

Jan,
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1 know those people are upset,”
Grant sald, “but I don't think they
could respect me as the mayor If [
allowed them to take. stabs that -
aren’t aceurate. We have put a Jot of
effort down there. T think the clty de- ©
serves some recogoition for cfforts |
‘they have, made instead -of - being
accused that we havcnl done.any- | |
thing.”

Grant Is critical of residents’ man-
ner of drawing attentlon o the prob-
“lem. “I feel.if thelr method of com-

* .. munlcation was less harsh, they and |

the clty could form a better relation- -
ship :md muvn l|| n posluvo diree.
tjon."
nanesbouom nnd her neighbors

. say they are tired of being put an the
back burner.’And they wonder.why
their concerns must take a back seat -
to the clty officlals® efforts to pres.
ent.a pasitive front 1o the public and
the media. -

. “Things are worse. Mr. Gram

'1 see :mylhlng. nnnubollnm

Acconmr\c 10 Grant, beyn-'

ning August 1990, more Lhun 180. .7

complalnis were: resolved wlthout
tn. the .Olde " Town- -
. Meadowbrook Heights area. Twenty.

. slx tickets also were Issued and the -

majority résolved. And.42 cliatlons,
- were Issied uaat are nwaflIng some
actlon, - N
‘i the problem is niot that greal. :
Ranesbottom sald, - why' then, use -

re hlock grant money to help pay for a--

could lead from these mectings, Pro-,
grams dlscuased- alecady Include

: May 1992 cleanup’ with the help of -

the public works department, as well
as newsletiers , covering.’code - eh-
housing rcha-
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hllitatlon hclp -and ‘a ‘teward pro--

© . gram for nc!ghborhuod Impruvc-' e
- ment, -

. Counlegan said lhe sln(! pl:ms {o

‘mect‘agaln with the homcowners as-

sociatlon in mid-May.

nHIccr
y lur the southeast end. .
Like nanubuilum. Oldn ’rown Tﬂ\ T
-ident George Roberts, a member of "+ *
the cliy’s. housing rehabititation foan

+" board, believes, block . grant moncy

should not be used to help pay forthe
offlcer, *".. .

Accortllng lo lcdernl guldnllncs
“block grant,money -{s- to.be used
for code enforcement, If necessary’
— In dgknrlnml:-d or, dclcdornllng_

. areas.
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