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The Babe' goes down swinging

John

'ﬂMonaghan‘

. After all thése years; Hollywood
. sl hasa't: tearned how ‘o make

pastime. “The Babe,” the new bl
ography’ af slugger George Her-
man Ruth, strikes out despite the
- best elforts of star Jotin Goodman,

“has- the size, good nature, and
.-depth 10 play a convincing Bambi-

bascball cliches that “The Babe”
never makes good on'its promise. .
* - The movie opens with sweeptng

built,” Cinetnatographer Hasketl

- scats and around the bases..

sooty images of Ruth's early years
at’a Baltimore correctional faclli-
ty for boys. The other kids merel-
. -Jessly tease the ox-like Ruth until
he: picks up a bat and slugs.a ball

sqnarcly lhrouuh a churcn windnv.

‘and-down carcer,”
~"incorrigable”
l

the problerns that make Ruth noth-
ing more than & grown-up baby.
He wants to give chlldren the lave
s hel mh\cd Drt-sscd in'a 1ong fur

movies about Amerieca's favorite -

The. amazingly versatile actor.

-no.- Unfortunately, he ls saddled .
with 2 seelpt so full of standard’

acrial shvts of Yankee Stadium, of-
ten called “the house that Ruth: -

Wexler fovingly carcens aver-the -,

‘We ‘are then thrust Into grainy, -

", ing 10 run actual footage of Ruth,

. THE REST of the lllm cmn.-xs
the - bastc perlods of Ruth's” up- -
from record- -
breaking scasons with the fled Sox
and Yankees to'hls waning years "
with the Braves. When he applies -
m be manager, his reputation as.
cnlcl\cs up: Mlhv

’nm movic hasall the| ps)cholugr
ical answers: Rejection as a_child,,
respectally from his mother, fuels

- caal h: plh.-s Xids. Info his expen-
- sive car and buys them new ahoes.”
JOne istle ul:l ash lI hel Santa -
‘Claus, . .
And of course. thcres the leg- .
.endary story where Babe hits two
‘homers for a’dying boy, hondled”
" here In the schmnlulc:l manner
pnsslblc .
At home; Babe's’ uslc for Um ‘
hlgh Jife in the city costs him-his®
country-loving flrst wife (Trint Al-
" varado). He finds a more under-
standing ‘mate In a former. Zleg-.
fictd showgirl (Kelly McGillls) .
Aside lrom the, superh -“Elght
Qut;" baseball movies rarely
lu the sport speak for ftsell, Muzh «

lumbering sklp around the bases,
It.would have been more interes|

since -we're seeing him basically
- fromthe slandsanyway

ll!'.(.'I'OR ARTHUR Hidler dn- i
rs more corny scencs at. the
plate: We ‘watch Babe swing in
‘sjow mollen, hear the ceack of the
bial, thn take |n the awed expres
sion-of the fans, inchiding fresh-
faced roukic Lou Gehrlg who says,
*he real!y Is-a God." Gl\c us a-
break.
"The ﬂabe” dldnl necusarily
- have to-Tewrite the book on base- .
ball movies, but:{t should give us a.
“brighter picture of the golden days -
of he game. This Image of the
Bube is no different’ than’ that ©
. found on any baseball card — Awor
duncnslona! and vcr) ftat:

slightly. sped : up; . showing his'

‘John Goodman has sll the rlgm lwlngl as the Icgundnry
‘Babe Ruth in “The Babe.” And althiough Gocdmnn () grcnl
. ln Ihn nnrrlng role, the movln strikes oul. -
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" SCREEN SCENE.

 DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De- .
'ood

troit Institute -of Arts, 5200 W
ward, Detroit. Call 832 2730, for ln-
formation. ($5)-

“Prool” (Australia - ngl) kS 930 . R
A matjon.. Highlights [nclude’ “Street’

pan. Aprii 24.25,4, 7 p.m, Aptil 26.
) shgnu) sinister story .of.a cymlcal
- . photegrapher. - blind since birth ~
and his housckeeper. A debut (rom

Ausiralian director Jocﬂl)n \Inre-‘

house..

HESTY FORD CLNTLI\N!AL
LIBRARY, 16301 Michigan_ Ave..
Dearborn. Ca 37 for informa-

lxun (Freey - .
“Qperation Snateh” (Britiln -
1962).'7 pan. April 20, In Ihls British

satire about military flfc, an English -

", Ticutenant during World War II-1s
aced in charge of an ape colony:
Terry “Thomas and George Sand(rs
Y Sll"uj’!pcl’“p N 3

. .matlon.”

'Splkc .'md \ilke s Festival of Anl’
matlen.” April 23-May 2.{cail for
showtimes). From' the cr: Cali-
fornia team of Splke and Mike, a col-
Tection of offbeat contemiporary ani-

Mona Lisa Descendlng
¢, and this yeai's Acade-.
my Awacd ‘winner “Manlpulation.”
{36 admission for this tilm)
“Slck'and Twisted Festlval ‘of Anl-_
9:30,:11:30 pm. April 24 -.
5: A wicked' collection of some of,

" the’sickest cartoon shorts cver cre-

ated. - Along. the “way, you'll meet
‘such of f-color creations as *In-Bred
Jed" and “Dog Pile.”” No one under.
17 will be admmcd (xs admisslon
for this film). - - - -

\1.\I’LE TIIEATRE 4135 - W‘. )
Maple, Bloomfield. Call 855.9091 for
intormation. ($5.75;$2.95, lwl]lghl:

. sllov.)

\IA(‘IC BAG TIILATIII'. LA}*I:.
8, Woodward, . Ferndale,
1020 for information. (34: §3 stu-
s/seniorsy © c ;
*.+ “Lunaties! A Love S(ory ‘(USA
1991). 8 p.m. Aprl) 20.22, Filmed'in
l'nnllnc and other Delcoitarea lo-
*Lunalics™” was,_ produced by,
. Renaissance Pictures, the- film com-
any thatt once called Ferndale
- home. In'it, a struggling poct’and ex:
mental patient (Ted: Raimi). experi-
caces a series of witd hallucxnnnons

call .’

"Antonia® and  Jane™, (Brluln -
191). A British comedy about two
‘women —. one- avcool. beduty, the
other a tost sou]'—. who spend each |
year preparing for, thelr.. annual re-
ufion lunch. Dlrcc\cd hy B«:h:m Ki,
dron .

“ICI]I(‘M\ TIIMTRE 603 E, N
Ann Arber. Call 668- 8397
lurmullun (35 !4 slUdan‘/‘v

pm Aprll 20-21." Giulictta Maslna
and. Marcello . Mastroiannl  play

* Glngér and Fred, a.pair of Ttalian
entertainers who used to Imitate the "
great Astalre and Rogers. Now they '

© STATE WA

- 3531¢" Michigan

" 326-4600 tor information. (:2 §1 stu-

N dmtsm»murs) :

are reunited for.a TV talk show in
this’ blllng sallre lrum Federied Fel-
Tnl." B
The Playér

(USA - I992) 7:30.

!p/m. April 22. The Michigan presents .

2 pterelease benefit screentng -of ;

* Robert Altman's latest. Ia'this send

up of iollywood, based on a noveY'by*
Michael _Tolkin,, a ' pawer-hungry
young executlve murdcu a frusirat-

girlfriend, treats his assistants like.

dirt; and fecls no remorse. (Tickets -
.+ 1o benefit the Michigan Theater and-

the U3 Museum of Art are $12.50)
‘“The ‘Doubdle Life of Veronlque!
(Poland - 1991). 9:35 p.m: April 20

21;,10:45 pm, Aprﬂ 22. The idea that’ :

every pcrson has an exact and per-
{éct doubls e in the.world

‘film: Veronika Ives in Palang, Vero-

- nique in J7arls; and they have some
unustial similanties - (hat go bqnnd .

mere looks.

[

“Giant™ (USA -.1956) Apnl 6

.. {eall for, showtimes). The story of
Texas ofl tycoons ix as hig as the,

Lone Star-State and about a3 'subtle
as a Cadiltac with o pair of horns on

- the {ront. Reck Hudson®and Eliza-
-ed’screenwriter, steals the writer's .

bath Taylor star, but the lm is best
remembered for James Dean’s final

ptrtnrmante as rngsm rlchvs Ju( .

Hink.
; “The. noad to Rio (USA
Aprit 22-26 (call for showtimes). Per-
haps the best-loved of the Bob Ilnpc
Bing. ‘Crosby “road. movies,”

Is the subjm ol lhis clevcr ['aush .

s Jnlan \lovmuhn n:
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by the Andrews smm. ..
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| Looking t
| helps make a band

"oy Jnnph Hottmann .
_ spuciad weltor -

Lucy's Mlbl deems jtseif an alter-

native band, but'a lot of thelr mate-

rial comes acruss in’ the spldt and
style of the late 603,
They are a band that Is jnsl begln-

- ning to make its way-onto Detroit .

nd Canada’s alternatlve sector.

though “they should play well,” said

Keith Walsh, bassist and vocalist nnd"

. faunder of the Jocal band.
They have 16 look the’ ‘image,

have their own resources and be de-
pendable. That is'a real hard trait to -
- {ind among musicians.” n
The look Walsh speaks ol Is ‘visible

"in Lucy's Alibi's latest video, which

“1s- running on the Livonla Access:.

Channel 13's “Halt Hour' Bower

[ 1he band’s songs:- "Looking for
'A 100,000 Volts of Donsa’s
‘Carol. Ann" and “To the

All luur songs ate from th‘ band’s
‘tape,

When”
gigs- at places like Jamle's on 7,
_\hkh said. .

" THEIR SOUND is_an.exotic con-
glumerate ot the new and old., At

Limes, they sound lke the Kinks, the *

Knack. the Smiths nnd the Clash all
lvosely rolled into one,

This comes out, in pnr( becnuuol N

- “There arc $6 many variables that -
-|.".go Inte choosing for your band mem- *
. .bers, It's not how well that they play.
That is a fea) small factor, even .

o show features-fous

“Where Were * You -
which has led to some-focal .

he |mage

lhe mulliplc ulmu of each mtmber
 Ken Talbot, lead guitarist; believes
in a dircet-approach to the instru-
. ment, citing Adrian Belew, Robert”
Fripp and Joe Satriani as Influences.
‘Robble Vince, keyboardist, has a
“background pla)lug Top-40 music
and started out In the b:md playing
gultar.

‘Tony l\mchcll who h:mdlcs drurns
and back-up vocals, is the most sea-
soned musician In Lucy's Allbi hav
Ing performed in a number of blues -
bands' Including Code Elne nnd Al
~sha and Allles.

Although they-concentrate a con-
_siderable amount of thulr etforts on
« original material, they also sework
. helr cover repertoire to, glwz it thewr
own trademark.

- For instance, they do a reggac
version of . Jimi “Hendrix's song -
“Fire,” also’a New York Dolls' ‘ver-
sion of the Beatles ] Saw Her Stand-
Ing There,™

Considering the dnvugen\ nature
of these remakes they cOme Across
= for the most part — with a new *
enhanced flalr, - - .

Whether it's the hard driving “Jun-
gie .beat”. derived from Mitchell’s
syncopated - drumming, the . direct
and permeating gultar of Talbot, the
. lambent keyboards of Vince, or ‘the
structural bass of Walsh, Lucy’s Ali-
_bi has-put together a broad approach -
to alternative music.

Lucy's Ality pe r_!orms Tuesdui
May 3, at the Studio Lounge, 6

Wayne, seuth of Warren Avenne,
Westlund. For_nformation,, mll
2540

Creating a'whiriwind, alternative sound in Lucy's Alibj is Keith

Walsh (lefl), vocallst and bas
Robbie Vince, keyboards ai
drummcr and back-up vocalist.

elst; Ken Talbot, lead guitarist
d’ guitar; and Tony Mitchell,
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s of Wrath

Frank Galaii,
By M.n Sterbeck

Travel with ihe Jond *
family as they poumney,
westin Illel‘quL\l (103
survival dunnL the -
Great Depreasion
heart-wrenchi s
cclebraies the determ-
nation and,strength of
the bunan «pml' :
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