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By Tim Rlnhnd
" statt writer

‘Mlchlgan Supreme Court decision.

-the powerof the Workers Compensa:

- sense for -an dp|
- "erease the numbcr of appe.'lls dra

© pus, 340-6572; Highland Lakes cam-

>

Nurse Vera Weiss of West Bloom:

. tield-and widow Emaline Holden of -
Melvindale can colleet wnrkcn com- -

pénsationbenefits- aftér. o maljor
The high court tast.week upheld
tlon Appeals Commission {WCAC) 1o

* " overturn _decisions "of maglistrates ‘_

who rule on comp cases. .
his declsion opens it up- prcuy
sald A Donald Kadushin, the

" West Dloomfield attoriey who han:

.- dled Weiss' case at the Jower level.’
“Ny-view was that if you Joat (be-.

there was no’

fore the mngi:lralc)

«This witl .in-

nlu:all)

LO!:I"H
Prentiss Manor. In Southtield, owned

summer. semesier will oceur 9 am.

+ 10 8 p.m. Tuesday.

Studenls may regiswr by lhc al-

."'phabetical schedule published In the
current clm schedule for each OCC .

campus.

- Studenls can call ahcad fora class,

schedule or registration-information.
Infermalion is avallable by calling
these pumbers: Auburn- Hills-cam-

. 'mo‘lng aheavy pallnﬁ\

THE Welu case. was |

by the Jewish- Home for the Aged, .
vhere \hiu in 1985 in]ured hcr hack 4

. (‘13\51 S| b«gm \hdnﬂd

Holden's husband, Carl, wis food

service. manager for three Ford Mo-:

1or Co, dinlng rooms and four cafete-
rias. He also was gespensible for ex-
ecutive dinners and, company-spon-
sored partles. In 1986 he collapsed In

. hlse Renaissance Center oifice and’
d an hour later.of-a heart attack -
aused by Job-related . stress and 3

precipitated by stale elimblng.”-the
Supreme Court said.

< The Supreme Court.combined xhc_

-..cascs and ruled 7-0 In favor of Welss

and Helden's widow. It was-a rare

“ - show of unanimity for 1hc Mlchliqan

. courtInaJabor case. .
* The Tegal Issue was a 1985 stale
law deslgned, Kadushin said; ta re-
"duce the 6.8 year bn:klog of cases
,bdore lhc“CAC . L

BEFORE: 1986, Levin aid, ren

ferces, heard. the -cases, - apd _ an’

‘appeals board heard them de noro

{from the start)..

Unneml) of* Michigan law prO, -

'OCC reglstratlon s Tuesday

y \\alk ln registration for. Oakland --
« ‘Community College’s - spring  and

pu:' 14

The Auburn’ Hills campus s a(

2900  Featfierstone, west of the Pon.

tiac Silverdame; ilightand Lakes is
#t 7350'Cooley’L.ake Road: Orchard
Ridge' 5 a1 27055 Orchard Lake

-Road, Farmington Hills, the. Royal

Qak campus-is-at 739 §. Washington,
the Sauthfield ; campus:1s, Al :2321
Rutland Drive. o

3009. Qrchzrd Rilli.( came .
* pus, 471-7628, Royal Oak and Sou!h~
.‘llnldcamp‘ucs 544-5574.

) Inudiy. Apni 20, 1902 0&E

Hessor Theodorc.l St Amome. Gov.
James Blanchard's ‘special ‘counse]
on , workers .comp, recommended

d|m1na\|ng ‘de novo review. The new .

WCAC. on appeals,. would “decide’
- only whelher the magistrate’s deci-
sion was "snpparlcd by competent,
materkl und subxunlia! evidence on
" the reform act

Sald Kadushin: "The WCAC IS not

-a rubber. stamp for the magistrate.””’
But his study of 50 cascs showed the -

- WCACIet 46 stand,
.- Justice Levin, \rrlllng in lhe mm~

« bined tases, said: “We conclude that | -
¢ WCAC did not, on adminlstrative .
\l[,’lpl.lli\lk‘ review, cxceed ity agthorj+
ty in revirsing’the declsions 'of the -
sgistrates and in awarding bene- |

A MAGISTRATE awarded Weiss

unl) “olosed” (]lmllt‘d)bcneﬂls. l:nd :

. mz»epx ‘5, 1986, tofherln]ury

v'lurn 1o work in Aprll o] 1988,

But ‘her. own physictan \csullcd
that Weiss” problem was due to trau-

" A%i. urthopedist -at thé indulrlal N
. clinic reenmmended by the Jewish'
Home testified: she was able to re-

* mit rather than arthritle disease; and”

that she was dls:nbl':d by lhc uork-'

nl.m-d m)nr)

Listéning. to ‘thie Jewish Homu

witness, the magistrate found Weiss -

. only temporarily disabled: .

On .nppml WCAC modificd the
d"to "open” benefits. It called
Ih\ Juwish Home's witness' téstimo-

“<_ny “biased 1n favor of his employer.”

WCAC called the testimony of Weiss®
treating dector **alwa

preferable’.

- agreed.

- adequate reasons:

+ of the magistrate,” Levin wrote.

10 lhnt ol ‘2 one-time uxnmlnlng phy~

siclan.™
A Cnurl of Appcalx panel upheld

mc WCAC, ahd the Suprcmc Court

Sajd Levin: “We mncludc that the
WCAC ‘gave adequate reasons,
grounded in the record, for ruvemnz

" the fact finding of the magistrate.”
:“Levin noted-that-at the time the |
case was argued, Welss was per-’

farming electrolysis treatments In

exchange for massage lherapy and

whlrlpool treatments.

“Weiss never got a-dime,” sald
Kadushin, “They owe hnr (bendlu)
plus imcreﬂ -

A \MG STRATE dnnlcd bcnehu :

(n Holden's widow; relylng on expert
‘testienony from Ford's witness.

" The -magistraté rejected testimo-
ny that Holden'was a worrier as

. grossly smu]nuw and wnlhoul' '
{foundation.” B

*.But lhc WCAC po)mL-d 1o expert

“testimony by Dr. Werner Spitz; then

Wayne County medical cxaminer,

* " that the hears prablem was ¢a

by job- related stress and precipitat-

“ed by climbing lhrel. filghtsof 10
Jstnrseach, . o

Sp!lz found_ihat " Holden's hunn -
- wasenlarged ‘and his actéries re-

duced to’one-{ourth of their-orlginal
diamntcr.‘,lloldcn_}cas"ﬁs at -his
death. -Holden's' personal physician
gave.much the same testimony.

“We canclude that the WCAC gave | .
grounded in the .

record, 167 reversing the fact finding
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