Loints of view

B[RMINGHAM. W!llCll IMS
betn. oni the hot scat for having so

ties of “raclally-charged . incldents,
+_this week made It unlawful locally 10
discriminat¢  ngalnst anyone swho

'm..ua-i. Aori30. 1992 O4E

Clty must prac»tllde‘ 'ho‘uﬁsing plén

It ‘is _polll Aty imrm:t these

few blacks living there and for a se-" -

dn): to speak cut against moat mi-
noritics, although the: cthnlc alurs
-and stereotypes are sull routinely:
“heard and the arga country” clubs -
stay lily-whlie. So, In general, the se-

wants {0 Inly a hume In that commu- Jud“h Doner rles of commission mectings and the
wity:, . *y.Berne'. .~ . pudlle hearing-al which the ordi-
* The city. nance was -d|

passed 2 F:lr and Open Houslng Or-
dinance which prohibits discrimina.
*lon on the;basls of color, religion,
scx, marital status, age, national ori.
" g, handlcap or sexual oricntatlon.
. It targets anyane sellifig or reating a,
house of apartment,.be they a'real
estate agent, owner or landlord.
The ‘attention given {o the Jast-
minute ‘addition of *“sexual orfenta-

reason for'the new open housing law
— Io create 3 climate in which m}-

“bewelcomed. .

- Although nlrmlnxhnm cenacted
one of the area's first open housing :
laws 25 years ago, just.44 pereent of ©
+ lts population s Aftican-American ’
~ 87 "of 20,000 -cesidents,"As one

statement than .an crdinance and
“needed mbr.-"glvnn some toeth,”

. THE l\h\ﬁ OﬂDINAhC!‘ snb]&‘cu_
violators 10" 'a penalty of up to 90
“idaysin sl .'md/ur a 15!!0 tine — not

"Adul't ed

QULSTIO'\ Itow gnod il |
* phoales .program desigoed 10" im-

. prove readlag? If It is'sa great, why *

. " don't schoat districts use (12 1 have a

. pon-réader ndalt who s thlnking of -

.. bu)lng lhn pmgum

- text. They asked, "Why wpuld-any-
ane want ‘10" subject - people Lo go

ANM\ ER: Thc program is a sctlu
“of ‘cight audie: tapes with’ phonic
< drills set to.music. Consumers hope-

tion™ nearly obscured -the original |

porities, p-'lr!lcul:rly blacks, wauld B

- commissioner, said, it-was more a

a hugc hlu-. comparcd lu the hnmlll-

“ation of keowing you aren't wanted, '

but ‘at”least a deterrent.” Also, 1
would guess, that a conviction on'the

“ local level might formi the basls for o
more -potent slau.- or ledcral clvll
) TIFhES sult:

This nrdlnanée has emerged from
a steady {law of incidents beginnlng
severa) yrars back when a few skin-

of raclally and retiglously-charged

. graffiti and the most recent (ncldent.
-of a black teenager being threatened

by a while doctor |n the.parklng lot

of a Bifmingham high-rise. The doc:,

tor was later dequittéd Ina Jury i
ak

Birmingham, lms been cn:ourap:d
10'lake a stronger sland agatnst dis-

Jcrimination by the NAACP, the Oak-

“land County Open Housing Center .
and
Task Force on’ Ilau nclaumu and "‘0'

the . }Hrminghnm Bloomtield
Ethnic Dncrslly A

team hy the” ‘Interiational chdlng
Assocl:ninn tn crmquu un.- prugram

THE MOST mmmon yroblcm

found by ‘the-experts was, the pro- "

gram’s fallure to provide any simple.
stories of sentences in proper con-

through al) Lhe audio tapes and read

pages of \\ard lsts and Ihm totatly -

. lully memorize letter
** for 44 basic sounds.In cur language.’
. There are, Bive soft cover, workbooks.
© “There arc thousands of other such

products on the market, many’ of
much higher grallty. but without the
benefit of the highly “Intensified,

. mega buck media brainwash: -, -
Jeanne Chall, a professar emeritus

“of education at’ Hatvard (an advo-
. cate of phonics dnstruction) and Jean
Osborn, director of the Center for
the Study of Reading at the Universi-
ty of llinois, were asked to form a

*,.Dri Chall] the phcnlu ndvocnlu
who -works~ with llliterate adults,
said,
and not send it back because to order,

-}t was a‘great step for them and to
nol Jearn s a greater shame, They ©

feel stupid, and they are not stupld.”
One New Yark school teacher con:

- tends that the.product produced re-

sults in “just a few weeks.” But comn-
pany ofticials did'not respond to re-

“‘peated requests for the telephone |
nuntbers ar addvetws ol any of these *

on-reading adults will buy It . )

helpfut and supportive comments.

“'That was thé case up unti) Mondny o

night and the pmpvscd “addition of
the *’sexual orientatlon” part of the.
ordinance, which gay rights activists -
had “asked “for lollowlnx lhe publln
hcmng

. TIIEN,‘ TAM, afrnld ‘samc' mem-
bers of the community invoked rellg:

. jon nml mamllly for thelr. ov«n’pur-

heads surfaced at local high schools, ™ Poses
Then lhere were several occurrences .

: A B;lpﬂsl minister. Lroued out lhc
-Biblc to. say that. homoscxnnllly iy
an abominatlon.” A’ feinalé attorney
“and mother of three 'young' children’,
“safd the clty should not “protect a

class of persons most people think Ls-
‘wrong. " and “If we find we can
not* dlsmmfnnw on housing, what.’
about ywo men fondilng-tn Shain-
. Park?" And' another .male resldent
called the lsaue “a morat qncsunn
ool a cfv] rights question.”
seemed to fel tat'sexua)®
ntation is 3 matter of cholce, '
tis uh\lous that none ol the lhrm

cu;lulﬁtrs as }cqucs\ed by ll‘\'q Inters ,
national Reading -, Msm‘!auon leam

of lxpcru

Some educators, public or. private,

look for the simple answer. In this.

. case; it's a tota) phonetle approach.
“Tusn the coln ovier and some educ

tors say lel’s all get,on the' Whole
:Language. approach.. That is, chil-
dren are bored with fundamental in-

struction and will pick up the funda.

by osmosis

d only evoked -

-4n church .

chcn: ric. .\ru quwrs

T0 ME lTh lhl- same old !lory

 teacher/school

mentals through rcaﬂlnm they cn]oy

uas ever known a homnosexual person |-
very well.If they had, they would |

_have known' bow ‘each one, untit he

or she learned to accept-or "at least
Alve with thelr-h ago-. |

;The sky is. fallmg
‘and we must act

(F=21AMT-17ANWOIIDA

TIIOHT

Chicken Little ‘a3 she’ frantically.

bors of Impending disaster. “The
sky [s lnlllng." he shrieked in thelr
faces as the!

nized daily If not hourly over some-
thing they only wished they hmi the ™.
power toalter.

Lu:klly. those. who cvakzd mylh
were overshadowed by an-equally -
vocal” group of - people ‘who spoke. -
based on truth and from the view of

" what 2 community should be. -

1t was el summed' up by com-.:
imissioner Dante Lanzetta, who sald:
] "guess maybe 1 missed somethlng -
.~We bave no lotention
of. cnmuraglng behavior, We have
been asked lo protect pcople against
dnscrlmlnnllnn 1 -can'
wrong with it.” X

In passing 1MA Fa(r and Open’
[tousing Ordinance; the Blrmingham .
~City Commilssion showed what true
leadership ks all about. It is an exam-
-ple for other communitics to mode!

Now, it wlll take ‘the efforts 6f mb .

mingham Tesldents — particularly

- lta real estate mmmnnhy ~ toput it
Imo pmcllu . :

Ju-lx(h Doner Briic i3 as
satiaging eilitor for.the Oakland
County editions of the Ob:rrvcr &

In betiween we have lhc mz)nrny
of experienced teachers and reading .
consultants of sound mind and body-

"..who know that it ts a combination of

approaches that leads a_chlld or
dult 10 profictency In reading.
John' Skanahan, Gateway’ phénics:

- program’ president, 'says the pro-
. &ram works and Lhu who dlsagme .

are’. just expressing. Usour grapes” :

because it threatens’ the publlshlng L

. and tutartng businss.”

" T¢il your non:réading friend to get'
’Inm an adult educatlon program for.
* non-readers. There he ‘will recelve a
pre-assessment, balanced instruction

‘and ‘hopefully the ‘most. important. .

ingredient = 1he skills and emotion-

Zal support of a caring teacher.

Jumes "Doc” Doyle. a former

.administrator/ .
unilersiy instructor, is president

of Doyle and Associates, an r'du-

canonal ¢ mnulunafuml

snyiing |

. a3 It awept on by her oo Its way to

. remote changer ever ready, read

. from around the.world: wars, fam."

y 'Is’ falling,”
.Chitken ‘Little howlcd 1o the wind

“tmportant dolngs. -

As a'columnlst mrly new to the
* trade, ‘T find. mysel- identifying
strongly ‘with ‘the children's fable

vislon = pen I hapd, scan several
.newscasts simultancously with the

pers and
and 1il dumerous scraps of paper
with EUREKA-type” thoughta and
zinging phrases. Most ‘of it'hlts the
« refect pile when rczd in w: light of

fay.
N My input is 2 harr:ge o! news

ines and cpldemics, Nazls in Ger-
many, Skinheads. in Michigar,

“THE SKY 'is fal Ilh:g." cried |
- dashed to alert her barnyard peigh- -

¢ walked right past her *
* unheedingly, ahs«rbv.d Lo their own
“The"

“alarm of an impending Infrastruc:

Chlcken Llttle, . Always“ on ‘the
“Jookout for material, I watch tele-

~yard. nelghbors’ whose tlme was
. spent on survival, our dally efforts |.
to work and eat, 1o save and make |

“1t, 10'stay safe and not get involved

ture disaster have deflned it In
terms of man-made things. Bridg-

es, highways, tunnels, transporta- |
. Uon modes. They seem unaware of | -2
the stress and wear that Is threat- {*

cning the real Infrastructure of our
éxlstence. Us.

LIKE - CHICKEN Little, bamn.’

has caused us 1o neglect the true
infrastructure of our llvu Each
other.
Bridges are essiential to take us
from cne plece of land to another’
nd we need them In good repair,

“but the type of hridgc.thnl. fs vital |
is th

. armed-borders inIsrael-F
armed barders in Detrojt, Write lt'

that “come with. Intolerance. But
1lke the scraps of paper thathit the
trash upon closer Inspection, 1 re-
mermber Chicken Little and how riv:
diculous hér attempts looked and
‘how ‘all the other animals were too
. busy living their lves, rather than
trying to save their llves, .
KNOWING THAT, tmagine my
chagrin when I picked up my. pen

was infrastructure. That's as in the

| \nstrastructure of ‘our ‘country is-
lnlllng apart; as In the bridges we .
"cross; the roads we drive; the atruc-
tures in which. we park aur cars;

the bujldings ‘where we carn’ our’
pay. The sky Ls fatling. e
Sewers in Guadalajara’explode:

-dump ; sites and “Incineratars no
-longer-serve us, they are m!klng
us, The sky is falling. "

Years ‘of neglect,” .decades. of
abuse, a century. of decline’ have

{nfrastructure’Is at risk of collapse,
but,- like Chicken Litile, we dare
not scream t.-Most, can‘t be both-

ern day job loss, erime, fear and
uncertainty. -
Those who hz\e smmdcd the

. to future

:my-mind shouts llke Chicken Littte. .
Tell the people about the horrors™
. place, but more .necessary
-ing a-road of undersundlng bee |-
_tween all races.

* 1o rid us of the waste of Intolerance
*and racial hatred.

[ “and the firss word which came out:

‘mode 10 get us.all on the nme_-

Sea walls in'the city of Chicago .
erode. Our’ natlop’s- landtills and |

lefy our land despolled, our water -to
supply at rish our air polluted. Qur,
: the -number one structure of this

ered with infrastructure. They're -
400 busy trying to evade the mod-

PP kind that
¢an be formed to unlle people.
Paved roads are hecessary to move
goods ‘and services from place to

V-

“Sewers and land fllls are ceitical
tg good health and efficlent wu\e
removal: more’critlcal s need
to dévelop, an elimination lysum

. Subways,. buses, trains' and
p!:nu are-important’ transporta.
tion vehlcles 1o take us from point
A 1o poini B; more Important Is the’
need to dcvclop a communicatlon |

wavelength.

The sky ls falling. Like many of
us, the dally headlines, sound bytes |
.dnd horror storics are wearing this
chicken Jittle down, Down, but pot
outl, ‘and even though my barnyard
neighbors..chodse nat 10 lsten, 1
keep coming back’to hﬂruuu:-
ture. .
.We ‘can strcnglhcn every mans’
made structure ever built,'In order
improve our lives, but i we
don't deal first. with ourselves —

country — ‘then the Injrastructure

pateen

we fortify wlll be :undmg on &
crumbling base. * .
deffrey Miller,'a Southficld
resident, is producer/hast of
“Transition™ which airs a1 830
a.m, Saturdays on’ WXON-TV.
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Inf

Mostof s g

L.mm:ilm'd her back &

A mnmh in the bllhr .‘-hdngan
.\um rawith a ﬂwl trap (I.Inp\.ﬂ un a lne Exc
unn Lass m a lnnh ST '_ .o
ol Have madu it. 7
-n‘.'}ml\ wouldn't hAw ither, if it bada't been for lhl‘
i At Crud fty St

T tan fund het nvar Befle v, she i s \mr\ml and

iating: N

When'the MACS rescue

_(hskum-d slnmp witha iinglu

|mn\ pmlmduu ln’:)numtel\ durmpumr\ the *

femaining portion nf herg reat leg hail to iw

'.rmn\ o, But .1|h-x i pvnud nfwm.\l\'m'nn' LillIn- thh
Wi adnph d iy a lmmx. woman who, mm( -dlly. shares her.
| same ph\xudl thalbe nu‘

“hé fact is. Litthe Lady's happy ending is o raie’

ooty m o Her case 4ot television coverdge, but for 10a

T any .mn'\lumu ane \mhm-d n!n-wnul ag eyen.tartured. -
theiz stoties end mm‘] rmd llllh.]ppll\ ) '

This is why T)u-\hrlun.m Anti fnu'!l\ Socie 1y (M ACS) '
lhu\ have been

Hl‘('kl\\(\\.l'ﬂ“ H)Lx‘ I'Ul'll\l‘l’:’:

;nm\uiuu, animal resces; minpzmn services. znwlx\
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WOULD KBLL MOST PEOPLE‘

pmm n.;:mm u-.n

NG Z3

investigations, as well as “helter for nm.lvnhwl'

“ animmals. Your help is m\‘drv.l. h;xppih’ not for

~Littlé Lady any Jonger, bl for the thbusands of

animals that Will conie afte her, whase stoies -

MIBHIBAN
YOU WOR'Lsee 00 l’kl‘L\l'mm:I\l'\w \mlarc-wr\ b
%%clm - bitas mmml md sadl. .
s !f\uudlllnm I\L]p |u~ltpnd us the coupon
‘ e M‘fd o m_lhls:sd with 3'nugdopnllgn. God forhid ,\'nul o
T ‘ should have lp,(.; li\mugh what Little Lady did. e
Aimals -+ 8o please helpus ta hedp it from happening to
Wek: -y mn}l‘ nn{ﬁ)ﬂl».. ‘
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