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Jic: the man, but ls. hc the rlghl
H

Wllh heavy name rccognillon and |

" afapldly filling war chest, L, Brooks
P3tterson enters his campalgn for
-Q2kland- Counly Exccullve as ‘a
haavy-to-prohibilve favorite. -

IWhite there’s little doubt about his

. relectability, some doubt the brash,
controverslal ex-prosecutor can-be-
come an elfective counly leader.

“Alffable and vacuous,” is the way |
Qakland' Demucratic ' party . leader ..
er sums up the likely.
GOP nominee,“1le’s eminently quots

- Donald Tucke:

*“able, but Is that what we need?”

© The answes mntiers not anly’ to
Oakland - ‘residents bt to. those
lhmuhhonl sovtheast \linhignn

‘As county exvcutive, Patterson’.

not only. would-bécamne the county's
- chlet elected <officlal but also a
member of 1he reginnal Big Foitr. As
such, he would' join wlth Detrolt
Mayor Coleman: Young, Wayne
.County .- Executive ~Edward
-McNamira and’, Macornb County
Commission Chalrmin Patrick John:

snifas a nn]ar foree'in reglonal poli-:

ties. |
It's going to bc dlllerenl ' sald
mara

an admirer'of Danlel

Murphy, Oakland's enrrcm low key. .

cxecutlve. “I know where he stands,
be knows where I stand. We won't
change, | ‘but we will have 1o work to-
gother.”

With issues lrom miss transit to

.business deyelopment already on the

agenda; some Oakland'leaders won-

"der whether that Is poasible. -

TS JOB is about getting people
together,” sald county commissioner

‘Larry Pernick of Southileld. “In the

12 years I've seen hlm' in actlon,

.that's something [. haven't seenL.

Brooks Patterson do.”
As  prosecutor, .

department —.a major no-no among
the Jegal set. -

. His past erlticism ol Detroit.and

lough anil-crime posivre have also
opened him to charges of racism.
Mere mention of Paiterson’s name

‘raused groans of disapproval a1 a re.:

cent commitice mmlnz of New Del
troit, Inc.
County GOP leaders, hnwever, say

. Patterson's abllitles have long been

underestimated, hls true positions
misundersteod..

“He's gelting away lrom his old
. image as a *hang ‘em high' prosecu-
tar,” sald state Sen. Mat Dunaskiss. -
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L. Brooks Patterson’s -
campaign theme is
pro-Oakiand County.

" But Patterson seeks

.. the executive’s job at a

_time when there ls
substantial .
‘disagreement a,ver
what being pro- .

- Onkland County
-means. .-

“That was clear at his

me_@m on Paﬁﬁe?s@n;a?s ':ﬁ'ée?g_ m‘aal

= law

But

kick off (Monday in Pontiac). ‘He'
could havi.used 11 as a rah-rah kind

" of thing, but jnuead he talked is-

sues.”

Oukhnd GOP, chief James Alexan-
der: sitd . Patlerson has alrcady
shown himsclf a serious, substantial -
candidate. His involvement ln. pro-’
mollng the -Patierson-Anderson lax
ve, as ‘well as in other Is-
sues, Alexander belleves, show he's a
devper cundidate than crtics would
have voters believe.

now- they sce him as.someone who
has fought to'lower taxes and some-

onc M.hns talked education with lhc'
-+ governor," Alexander sald.

SMART chairmar Matt Wirgan, a
Patterson supporter, said he believes
the - candidate will' keep an.open

mind on- merger talks between the .

suburban bus service and Detroit
Dcp.:r\mcm of Tfapsportation.

“It’s a matter of showing him the -

benefits.” said Wirgau, who has et
with I*atferson on transportation fs-

“In the past, people looked at “sues.

ﬂrwks and saw him asa slnglr: issue”,
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bclng pro-Oakland County means.
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_— |hcmc 1t somclhlng bclps ~orat’

Jeast docan't hurt Qakland County ~
he's In favor; If |t huris the county, .,
he'll fight Like hell agalnst it o
“He's 180 degrees different from
Dan'(Murphy),” Alexander sald. “But
be's going to keep. the best of what
Dan has dane. Hic's golng to be up-
front and nuupoken and “strongly™+

_‘pro- OaklandCounly

But Patterson secks the .exccu:
tive's Job.at a tlme when there Is
substantia) disagreement over what .

The reglonal. development Initia:
uvc Issued 3ast year by the Southeast
Michigan Councll of Governments |

- has become 'a litmus test for area

leaders, .

With' (s strong ‘antl- r:cum :Lmd °
and support for. managed develop-
ment, the report drew major support
ffom’the county's urban communi-
ties. X

commission dralted Lhclr own report
slating crime, not raclsm, was the

"major regional problem while sofs

tening the cal) for regional dwnlep—

. ment.

SEMCOG. spokesmitn Donn’ Shel.
{on said his organlzation has had 1it-
tle dealings to date with Patterson,

+-"As county cxécutlve, we assume
he'dl look at the lssues,” Shelton satd. -

Lack of Patterson’s support won't

“Kill' the SEMCOG Initiative, Shelton

added. “We have support from a
number . of communitles, mlurn!ly

' suppart is greatest §n urban areas.”

Regional issues aside, there's little
doudbt’ Patterson’s tough, aggresslve

style hits home, wllh many Ozklnnd t

volers.

"Bl\OOhS HAS .the ability to

touch' voters personally,'. Alexander :
" you always know' where 5

° Elul(}aklands i1l p
utban and . rural  communlitics’
deemed the report too harsh, I re-
. Republicans on-the county

,sub—.-

to. votes —~ and
dollars, -A blitz of 10 fund-raising
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