By Dabble Wallls Landau
spoclal we Jtar

Providing lnud‘nnd shelter for the
feathered frlends who frequent your
property has an nppul for people of

"all ages.

\hhelhcr yml ‘re an avid naturallst

or simply enjoy the prospect of mak-

- Joca) resources can get you started,
.Raspberey-and blackberry bushes
. provlde excellent cover, nesting sites

. hlueblrdsuwcll as other species,
Through"carly spring, blrds necd

* type sunflower, suet and thistle seed
are ihe highest calorie foods, sajd
Marj Ferguson, owner of Wild Birds

- Unlimlted in Farmington Hills.

“Her store not only carries hooks

. food storage lhmugll different sea-
sons, birdhouses, a newsleiter; wlld
life calendars nnc gt Rems. | .

A nationwlde ‘artlstl¢ |, explosion

* marks the craft of birdhotise design,
Lovely.and whimslcal though many
_ate, many houses make great collee.

+ tors” ltems or home decor, but. nrcn 't
suitable for ouulde birds.

. PAMELA ° ulGLEY nwner ol
Bird's £ye View and Nature Center
In Rochester, advises people consid-

ta evaluate your habitat:-
“You nced to consider your yrnp
erty.and learn about-the blrds com-

use manmade houses Include wrens,

dees "are’ more plentlful "around
wooded areas, blueblrds prefer apen
. Tields-and purple marilns llk: open
. arcas pear water."
Bigley, a wildlire blnlagm by edu-
catlon, opened Birds Eye View and
""Nature Cenler' in- 1883 with her
mother; Barbara, a-former sclence
teacher.
-"I'enjoy hnlplng lcanheu use the:

ists,” said Bigley, outreach lialson to-
Dinosaur Hill -Nature Prcscrve ln

*iog birds more comfortable, many -

and ‘food sources for 146 different -
kinds:of blrds. Hackberry and mul-
berry. “bushes offer frults appealing «
fo many members of the thrush fam.~
ily, .Including robins and castern

* high-caloric foods to keep their body -
* femperatures.at 106 ‘degrees. Oil’

on attracting birds, but also provides

‘ering buying or bullding hlrdhoms

" /mon to the area. Blrds most likely to .

chickadees, .-bluebirds -and . purple -
~martins. While' wrens and chicka-* -

onldoors as a classroom, When 1 got -
oul of school in'thé 1970, there” .
wasn't ' great ‘demand for nateral. <.

“When pcopie are serlols _about

" erccting- a birdhouse, they need ‘to

make sure it's specles correct,” Big-.
tey sald. ""Those features include the
correct slze opening, the dlameter of
the cavity ol the house and the dis-
tance from the opening to 1he floor.

. “The opening of .a house for o
wren or chickadee Is only 1% to. 1%
inches. They're tiny blrds. The caste

e blucbird needs a slightly targer -

‘opening: but the purplc martln m:cds
ahale 2% h\chu wide.”

TIIE PURPLE martin lhu only
bird In-North America rcli:ml on.
‘manmade housing.

- Purple martins Jive'ln large com-
munitles, are the largest member of

“the swallow' famlly and cat ‘insects

caught in flight. Nesting near open
space clos¢ to water, their. homes

are often called “cofdominiums” be-
‘cause of. the compartments and

openings.

. Houses built, from aluminum are -
most practical because they're easi-

er to clean and better’ ventilaled.
Their hiomes, being so large, are al-

" most always situated on telescopic”

poles, which “permit lowumg lnr
cleaning. - ¢

Bigiey observes that only is pcr~
cent of the birds who live In North-
Amerlca uae the mvlty of a bird-
house.

“Many more- sei up lhdr own
nests (n natural habltats.'” she.sald.
“If . you're ‘serious about-'creailng

“housing, make sure’ you're commit-

ted 10 keeping it cleancd out after
éach brood has left s¢ parasites don't
Femainin the cavity of the house.” -

Make surc®the birdhouse roof pro-

“tocts: the enirance from water and =
mount the  house -at.. the - proper |
-height, lhc mctchnnu ndd H

HIGLE\’ 15 excl\cd abaut the Te-

.urn pf_many eastern . blucbleds to

Michlgan, a'project’ Jolatly encour-., :
. aged by the Department of Natural
- Resourecs-and the .\llchlxan United
-* Conservation Clubs.

.""In the 1870s.”" she sald "lhe blue.,

- bird population was at ls peak, They'
were''as “plentiful as rcblns Thcn A
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feathered friends '

‘Birqs,rnosr likély fo use mahrnade

A treredesed

wrens, chickad

bluebirds and purple marfma. thle

wrens and chickadees are more
< plentiful around wooded areas,
bluebirds preler open fiélds and
purple mnrhns l:ke open areas near

N warer.

: - Pamela Brgley, owner
B/rd s Eye View and Nature Center o

- Kawkawlin, Hls signature pieces

- titmouses, who wlll come up (4] hlm )
. and eat thistle seed from his hand.

When _customers ask advice on

* house materiils, Teets says: “Rough-
_hewn cedar works well. Jt'
" and doesri't have to be pre-tredted.”

durable

Among newer: designs of hand-
crafted houses the Teets carry are
works by ‘Jack. Burns, who lives.in

ten resemble a cross between a cha.,
let and a-gingerbread house.:

The Country Originals line em:

ploys woods and metals in birdhouse

.. construction, The designs, according
* to Teets, are artsy, but utllitarian.-

Many are shaped iike :pplu, water-
mclom or pumpllm

. FEI\GUSON "SHOWCASES . blr- B
dliouses In Michlgan's. state mlnn.,;

.. and Ualversity of Michigan’colors.

" They're made of pine, then patn

Customers -can't fall to notice’ the

-Jarge-white alumlnum purple martla

B M[chlgﬂnlan Jack” Burru bir

* between a ehulel and a n!nncrbmud houuo. L

‘sparrows. Clunlng nuﬂnx riaterial

‘belps. cit down’ on their lavaslons; :..
-, Bluebicd boxes should be'mounted.in

open’ areas; along: fence Tows, golf
- courses, Digley said.

Mary Teels, owner with h\uband.'

1héy almost disapp
The) e migratory- birds. who arn
members of the: thrush family and
they- retern carly .and will nest in;
boxes if they're av: ailable,” -

Smal shrubs and trees néar open *

fields attract them. The biggest chal-

* Donald, of

as & project many of her cuswmcﬂ
have paruupalul in.

er 'stare; in' addition to'a saim-

Blzds In Farm- .
."ington, mentlons the Blucblrd Trail’ F.
- In Farmington-Hills' Heelage Park

often

vanoly ol food :md feeders. dlsplay:

rcnl

. TEETS HBGULAIILY lmlchu a

class called “Backyard Birds” for
[

) Test. -
Ferguson knows many !ncnl art-’
Ists who will design. cmtqm blr-',

a library of books and kits for sale as *
well as tapes and* olher ma(en.‘kls to

whkh dwnrﬂ alt lhe

dhouses for her customers.

‘Like Blgley. Ferguson and Tceu i
. shicld object to detract scavengers
* from. feeders — in varying :hapu‘

emphaslze the beneliu of wnrung
with children. - -

“I they live \mh siture whea ;
-they're young, they grow up respect-
~Ing nature and anlmals. Bird feed-

.+ Livonia resident.Charlie Schlem: ’
bri met Teets at a bird breeder’s ex- - .

hibition. He ralses zebra. finches and
canarles.but s ap avid’ backyard
*feeder. He says his yard'is visited

ng, 2 hands-on acuvlly
for young kids,” Teets sald,

- All the stores, including B.\ckynrd
Birds, often host school field trips,

:whcte the students have bullt papier
mache birds' and made nests. They

yard ‘equipment usi:n apechl]y

.for short arms.

ABOUT BAT bousa, ‘r:eu sald,

‘ltsa growing trend to put them up,

and the DNR Is stressing how benefls
cial’ they are to lnsect . control,

'nmyn: k-rrﬂlc for gel'dng rld of. -

mosquitoes.”

“With :nvlmnmenu! Lmla gets
ting more support, people are be!ng
discouraged “from” uslng chemlcals

” whenever. they can, Bals and other

birds remove the need for pesticides.

. Bats llke a water source lnd an area

with plentlfu) insects.”

‘arms and shepards crooks sold. o "
+, make reaching and moving " backs " i

o

AIl three storés have & generous

seloction of bird-feeders. Bl;u ey Says .

¢ price’ range. for blrdhouses are

$3.50 la $150, ‘but you can flnd a -.

Irom- palycarbonate. are great:and

- dirable. “Squirrels cant chew dn
them. -The material Ly called lexan

ted. © good,. durable one la. l..be §15-835, ©
.- Tange. e
ln her opinion‘ tecdcu crafted

and It jasts five or six times as lang' -

as other materlals do.”
All three.stores sell baffies = a

and prices,

BB IVEY mmnmpdon ‘that birds wilt .
sunc If you don’t lecd them, says . ..

Bigley: “"Chickadees studled: showed

that when the weather dropped be-

-Jow 10 degrees, they needed a ready

saurce of food so they didn't have to
use thelr own cnergy. But the study
revealed they only ate at lccdm :s
pcrccnlol lhe time.” * ¢

,Hochsu-r

" lenge Is keeplng out starlings and

. pling of specices correcthouses and a . mostly by chickadees and sometimes: .

cnjox ldoking through “the swing

B)‘ cnlhlom Collina Les
spuclul writer

Enghsh gardens

‘There are as many vanahons as there are people

* borders around the outside edges; the
center is simply a large expanse of .

* Wright of Troy has taken a ditferent and *
attractlve approach
- Whilethere are lndeod shrubs and plants

developed several curved, irregularly shaped .
islarids of flowers and shrubs throughout her

In the center of ope Is even a smnl! pan
inhabited by a few fish. - .
The beds are by a few

. OR MANY of m havlng a gnrdcn in lhe .
- back yard means creating some tidy.
¢ Jawn. But, Influenced by her English fathet, ﬂarb

"growing around the perimeter, Wi right also has

" characteristics, how v‘cr._(}cne‘rq‘lly 1hey are

*[ yard. These flower beds are ralsed mounds, ‘oftes
lined by rocks and connected by brick pamwayi ;

* “geometric shapes, and sometimes in more,

gardrn because il otfers her the Ireedom m
create something that is beautlful to her..
“Fcan spcnd elght hours In the yard and bate-
“ta come En,” she 3ald, “1 love It because 1 can do
it the way 1 want to. And it's minc. My husband,
- Jack, helps me, but it really is mlne™ ",
.. The hedges that olten enclose English g:rdms Al
canbe time-consuming ta maintaln. In Wright's
. yard, dogwood bushes, vines, lilacs, forsythla,
witd rose bushes and shrubs planted along the
fence {111 in and enclose the yard in the summer.
. - THERE ARE many small gardens scattered
- "throughout Wright's yard, each with its own
_‘character, An area near the side of the house
. that gets a lot of sun is planted with llllu,
daisi¢s, Japanese irises and ivy. - .
- A tree behind the house'ls lummnded bya
blanket of groundcover, interspersed with
cotoncasters, low spreading yews and junlpers. )

"4 can'spend elghf hours in
the yard and hate to come in.
* lloveit becauael candoit
the- wuy 1 wanf fo. And it's
. mine.’ oo

- ‘ ——Barb annr :
. English-garden bufl : -

enclosed in some way, often by a stone or brick”
valt or by a-hedye, Islands of fMlowers and shrubs
are scattered lhroughout the }nrd, sqmnlkmcsip N

evergreen shrubs, including hydrangea, which |

euonymus and yews: The shrubs are
“accompanied by a processlon.of perennlals
throughout the summer: day Lilles, sedum (a

guts decp rose blossoms, rhododendrons, azaleas,” *
- season bong; Often flowers are grouped by color

irregutar ones like Wright's.
+ And English gardens make good usc of
pu(-nnhls sa that something is bloorning all.

.+ primroses and astlibe. And in the back cornér,
. Wright's husband bullt a wooden archway, called
.a pergola, \rhh:h blnolm ln mld- summer wlth a’”
- clematis vine. "+ -

.'mnl the mlnrmmblnalions canbe lovely. H
Loren Blum, a hortlculturalist ll Engll.sll .

DA\'I[) \IIC}IEM-:R ns.slstnnl curator at

. .. Gardens in'West Bloomlicld, polats out that the
Matthaei Botanical Gardens In Ann Arbor, says . .." perennials so important to an Engllsh garden are .
it would be impossible to duplicate an Engilsh - * much more nvalhblc In lhls mumry Ih.'ln mey
garden because hngl;\nd s c:llm:m: isso dll{cn'nl A Igst‘d {abe..
lrom ours. ° U o"There’s been a tn:mr:ndmu lnmau in the

~“They don’t have the lung hot summers and use of perennlals (n the past 1010 15 years, due
.cold winters we do,” he sald. “It shifts lhe . tothe lafluence of the Europeans,” he sald.
" blooming perioda and they can get plant-, . “Perenalals glve you color for a'period of time;
‘combinations we don't get. A patnt-by- -numbery - lhrm 1o :Ix weeks - lnc glvc youa changing |

. ‘equlvalent doesn’t work. But what people can do’ :* scene, .
Is make gardens that’ are inthe splru uf an . fost need (6 bo n:pllnlcd every ‘iwo tn four
Engllsh garden.” - _years, depending on the type of plant, but it's

= That’s exactly- \\hm Wright, a plnno luchzr. * probably less wn:k thaa slanta.g 2 nll I.huu
‘With lvco gmun sons, has tried to do. She' lows to" . annuau . X . '

' flowering groundeover), ferns, hostas, vie[:u and’
white, pink and 1ac astilbe,

WRIGNHT HAS created her yard'te mcmblc -
the English garden her father geew when she
, was, growlng up In Ferndale. But there are few
hnrd and fast rules aboul wh:l an English gardcn

““There are as many varmuons as u:cr: are
peopte,” says Steven Shy, owner of Lakelind
Landscape In Plymouth, “Some are very . N

-manlctired, with uniform shapes, while some are
mote natural, like a garden at a country home.™

English gardens do have a few common

. 1M RIDERstaft pnequuu
. Day Il]lu are -monp lhn na-r-‘o-gmw poronnlnls Barb

Sorl nu'trlen't b'alan'c'e —— a key‘g

"oy Kuly Wyaonlk
statf writor -

!‘ut your sol to the testto sec If bt has.the -
. ficcessary nuirients to make your lawn and
* garden thrive. .

“Soll testing Is a dlagnostlc Jab test that
“determines the nuirients in the sofl,” sald
Greg Patchan, hortlcultural agent: for the,
-Michigan State University Cooperative Ex-
“tenslon Service, Oakland County office. *'You

“ can't tell how you should ferillize soll by
looking at It. The tests will (el you." .
- One way (o judge your soll's chemlcul

“‘composlilon s to'test lts pH. The pH de-
*scribes its alkallnity (sweelness) or acidity
{sourness) as measured on a scale of one to
14 wlth seven representlng neutral.

Some plants thrive only in intensely acid
soll, Others can survive In alkaline sails,
Lime ls generally Lsed to raise pH and sl

- sistapt to disease,

phur to lower I, too muth or nul :nouzh can
léad to problems. ©- -

11 your soll is ‘well ‘balanced, ltnllfms
will work correctly and plants will thrive, A

balance of the three major plant nutrients —
* “nitrogen, phosphorou and pol.m!um of pot-. :

nsh — i3 necessa;
* When you. shop lor leruli:er youll: Seé

that the bags are labled 'rllh three-number -

formulas, such as 5-10-10 of 10-10-01, This is
how the pereentage of the three major eles

. ments withln a-glven fertllizer mix Is indi-

cated.

" Nitrogen makes leaves grow, Abundant ni-

trogen results in dark green follage. Toa

-much can cause rapid growth and weak

plants. A plant (n this kind of soll ks Jess re-,
Infectlon and - Injury.

Stunted plant growth, a slow-down In devel-
opment and yellowing leaves :Ixrml & nliro-
gen deficiency.,

To boost u“.- nllmgen mmcnl, condillon .

your soil with a mixture of organle material

* which includes aged manure.

:Some vegetables llke asparagus, uhluga,
feek, chard and Brusscl sprouts beneflt from
extra nitrogen. For a tish, healthy Tawn, nl~

_trogen [s impottant, -

Phospharus - makes, fruits and nuwcn
Rrow, To.add phosphorous, rake benc mu!
into soil. .

Powsslum muku Toots grow: md |la.|

. plants in forming starches and sugars. It

also helps them restst discase and drought. Jt
is the third major element In the fertillzer .
formula. Wood ashes are.a g source of

_potassium for your soll.

But how much Es enough? You won't know

- unti you test the soll. There are (wo ways —
* you can serd a solf sample to Michlgan State

University. for testing, or buy a kit from a
home and garden store.

i

}\l?s are lv:illblz at Ml:hlpn State Uni: -

\cmly Cooperailve Extension Service offle-
s for $7.50 or $3.50 by mall. Kits consist of -

“Instructions and a small cardboard box for

-the soil sample. The s0i) (s sent to Michigan
. State University and analyzed In the solling

teating lab. An interpretation of soll test res
‘sults and the fertllizer' recomm:

. will accompany your sail test report.’ . .-
You can also test oll at home with kit

“sold"at garden . centers like the “Acu-Test™

by Sudbury which tests pH and nltrogen, cost

$1.99. Sudbury also makes a Lawn and Gar-,

-den Soll Test Kit, cost $14.99 that tests HUime,
‘nitrogen phosphorous and potash levels.

Aficr learning the proper mix of fectillzer,

il 's time to get ready for gardenlng.
" To prépare the soll, clear the garden of
cans, sticks, rocks and any other trash, Pick

up'a.handtul of soll. Squeeze It. If the goll

falls out in pleces It s dry enough to dig. If It

uoq_: N

* stays in a mud ball it ts too wcL

‘When the soll Is dry enough, spread bal{
the fertillzer and organic matter like leaves,

straw, grass clipplngs, over the garden sur -
face then, dig In and turn over the wll ln A

~depthof elghl Inches. *

- Apply the other balf of the fertillzer and '

organte matter. Work these into the sofl and
rake uptil smooth and Iree of large clump.
Continue raking Into the soll untll It

smooth and ready for planting.

Compost, or décompased orﬂn]c materi-

al, Is a good all-around soll booster. It helpa
dry, sandy soils to hold water lmger nnd
Toasens hard, wet clay 30il.

“You can make compost by collccﬁn(

Ieaves, straw, grass clipplngs, vegetable -

peclings into a pile, -

“Alternate layers of compost with larerl of
fertlizer, about lhree cups for cach Imshel nl
compoat



