Paneﬁ urges ad‘cpﬁmn speed- up

' lly Tim Rich:
s1alt writor.

.

Mlchigan will have a glut of chil-

dren Jn foster ‘care unless It can |

speed up ndupllons a slate panc)
sald. . »
“I’mp‘lc are xnlng lu be held ac-

. countable for the time it 1akes," sutd

" Don Marengere, -prestdent’. of the -
" Adoption Optlon“and a member of ",
‘Lt. Gov. Connh.- Dinsteld's mmnus .
slon,

“The courts, the Dey:mmcnl of
Social Services and agencics may he
slow processing paper. A child ma;
_be ready. The delay isn‘t good for the
“child, the system o pannu -10-he,”

- the Didomticld -
ounsh\p ndupllve (nlhor um

B LEMH\FD Al of quvsnuns !

", " should e asking. $aid Oakland Pio:’

bute Judge Jvan-E. Young, another
cnmmi‘slon member. Her court han-

, dles termination of parental clulody .

nghls

“Once a’ child: is. avallahle. what
happens then? What has been done to
place the child In 2 permanent, lov-
.ing-home? What should’the depart- .
-tment o ageney be dolng?
don't Lake we worklag o It' !or
nswer,” sald Young, a former 56
cial worker beforc turning 1o law,
urcngere and Young were

‘Gov. John Engler a year age, -
ler himself appeared with the
‘comniission, Tuesday In Lansing to
-say the purpost of speed{ng-up adop-
tions “was pot purc cost.avoldance,
T!\'n raretlci 1ly.‘ these rccommendavvv

Jury out:on Patterson

Contlnudd trom ano 5. .

events s’ prl‘C(L‘d
-$300,000 in' campaign Iunds bﬂnrc
the week is ot

‘. It's also'a measure of I'.menun s
‘clout that McNamara, Shelton and
‘Pernick, leader of the caunty com-

+._mission Democratic caucus, al) say ..

. they're: willing to work with”him
should he be elected.

- County . Democrats, - meanwhile,
are waitlng untll thelr May 9 counly,
convention to name a candldate.

‘to - nri)du;:c -

* political figuee.

“While they promise a sérious chat-"

Tenge, Democrats’ ltnow \hcy are de- | gu;
surprise me (£ ke had hl: eyeon hlgh~
 eroffjce.”" .

Alexander is amv:ng those who be-

cided underdogs.
;nhnmlsllcnny, its’ very chals
lenging,” Tucker sald. “But we are "
potnyy to take this rzcc very serious.
i

If the cuumy execnll\c s post Is a
challenge, It’s also ‘an. opportunity.
Foiled in bids'for senator, governat,
attorney general, the county execu-

* tye's past could he Patterson's last,

best chance 1o prove himsclf a major

" lars-and-cents issue,” -

tons are cost neutral.'T

" ONE UNSTATED  themc for Ln
gler and Binsfeld, both pro-life, is to

‘chcourage adoption as an aliernative
"to abortion for teens.

Michigan records about 136,000.
births in a typica) year, €5,000 abor-

< lons and some 4,000 adoptions. In
reeent decades, abortions and out-of-
wedlock “births have wnn-d while
“adoptions havé drap)
<Malf these adoptions Bre "relatedt
. 2 husband adopting his wife’s chil- |
. dren by a previous marriage.

.The other half are “unrelated.”
‘About 1,000 of those :relnunt adop-

Jems called “special necds " Here lx

as leader

* MeNamara'sald, It wouldn't

Itu ¢ Patierson will succeed.

“Brooks' car be anything he w}lnu
to'be = a mglonal leader, a ‘state.
feader," he sald. “The only limit on

Brooks'is Bracks.™

+ On that last :l:atemrnl lrkmls and.

f 0€s agree.

““This could be the chance. to se¢ -
uh:n he's made of,” Pernick sajd.
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me 1,200 " are. alder cmldrcn-
.many with handicaps or health prob-. .

“He's hrlghl and hw's siill a young'

e ihe slowdown octun

* the adoption option, niot (cwcr, sald
Marengere, “Everybody = the relig-
lous,. counselors [n school,” doctd
nurses — can doa much better Job."

IN‘1993, the Deparuneulu!Soclal .
Services had 2,200 children walting

adoptive placement, - said dln.‘clnr

. Gerald Miller. - B

“The number of children bccvm-
* Ing wards of the statc and entering
the system is.now 1,600 a year..The
- current adoption rate in Michigan
" for state wards s 1,200 allnpl.luns a
. year, s

crease of 400 children ansually who
arc oot adopted, there, Wl be 5,000
“¢hildren’ awulllnu adoptlve famities

in the year 2000, said Miller, read- -
“ing {rom the 125-page n:por( titled .

A Chitd Is Waiting" .. -

He praised Engler for allocnUng
" $3 million to help preserve and unify-
troubled families but foined the com-
- mission's call for mnre user- (ntndly

procedures.

The goal, said llm:!vld is mm b).
2000 "na chlld is waulng The u—m is
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