K mnks oI’ lovers of “rhodau." 83

Rhodaesﬁ?} nature’s Spvmg Spectacuﬂaw

BysuunTnubor-Hyko pRE
.spoclulwtltor . .

HEV'RE absolutely beauti
) “So showy, 10 lovely.
N . exciting, extraordinacy."

The prompters of these .-
rcmuvks? Rhododendrons — those
‘evesgreen plants dubbed "nnture’s
‘spring spcctucutnr because of their -

rorgeous, colarful flowers that bloom in v

*spring..

_ The rhododcndmn lovcn ate Lilo

. Dase of Birmingham, lvan Frankel of
Bloomficld Hills, Leslic Ji of

. Quklond Townslnp and Tonl Pallnmln n[

Garden City. " - :
“1love rhododcndrons. They stay

* ueeen in the winter and ore beautiful

* themsclves even without theu- ﬂowcrs. v

. Johnsoasaids - e

... Johnson has more than 100 vnncnes

- phmcd on'the hillsides surrounding his -
modern home, He marvels at the flowers,
‘Which graw in bunchcs called trusses,
*“The Nlowers last for one month and are
as benuulul a3y orchlds,

ALL GARDENERS cnnjom ‘hc

. ore 16 cullcd.
. Aznleas are included under the headi

The .white-llowored  Mrs, .

- Lowinsky is a good thodie; to ask your
-+ local nursery to order for you. It grows
. wcll in lhlschmutc - .

Tom. 'H.

b

. of rhodics. Just pay attention to the
. following advice on how to buy,’ plnnx.
fertilize and care for them.

"Decide first where you wont to p[nn! .

-them. Rhodics are beautiful neara
. building's foiindation and do best in

north, northeast ond east beds,” said

Pallazoln, who treats her chodies te hcr

Ieltover black colfec.

*Avoid planting them where (hcy wil) -

* be exposed to horsh winds und strong .-

sun. Ouk, fruit trees and conifers moke

ood cavers for thodies: Don't plant

. them near maple. nnd ¢lm trees, however, .-

‘Frankel, who hns more than 300
lllododendmns, said to plant them .’

“ihere there’s good drainage and whcre .
* the soil is ncidic with npHof 55"

- DoovIngram, assistant trec ond shrub

*.. manugerat Bordine's Better Blooms in
- Rochester Hills, said soil test kits are
" -available at garden nurseries. "Teat the
. 30il in the summer for fall planting and

in the fall {or spring planting.”
.He suggested gorden sulfur for
Inqrcalinz sail's pH il it's too ucidic

(hcy hmc slwng surfnce lcedmg
 toots that compete Wllh thodies surface -
‘foots.” - .
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This is an unusual vhndodendron named Blue Ensu;n. .Thevo arenl many b!ue~
hued rhodies, an evergreen plant that bursis with ¢olor in spnng Rhododcndlons .
‘are plenlu!ol in Lc.,luo Johnson's expans:ve Ookland Townshlp gavden‘ ’

(bclow pH S) Lzmc and peat moss’

- "reduce the alkalinity if 30il is too

alkallne (nbove pH | 6)

_-spring thon otheres. A good time to buy_ -
ll:em it when their buds ace ju:l opening ;.

" . upso you can check the color,”

Lo 'ASh ADVICE nbou( whnt ynu are -
buying before purchasing i it," Johnson

. added. “Some rhodics love the sun, tome . °
‘love shade. Some can grow os large on -

, 0ak trees. Some bloom carlier in the

“Rhadodend are

.' iplunu " said Barry Marao'lu, p(eﬂd:nt
. of Margolis Nursery near Canton. "It s

important to shop carefully, ask

... questions and inspect the plants, You
want to pux:)msc n good, healthy pInnt
.witha mc: xr:cn | color nnd good toe

texture.”
. Ingram :uue:t:d loolung beyond the' .

: ’Icascs "Look at the brnnchmc

Plouo tum 10 Pngo 5

f;_CasuaI outdoor fumlture aglow W|th color
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' me Lloylelundcfs comes all-woa\hor wnckcr lumlluro ina mngo ‘of colots
Tho “Vintage" conechon is shawn ln ona of tha season's popular grcena

~.»...rn-:'»,‘«‘.-..nv-'

'ByJanlcoTlgat-Kn or .
speclnlwrllor Lo .

K NE LOOK at l.hc :xcmnz -
. aclection of outdoor furiture

available todny and you'll .
wonder where to putit — o

 ‘ lnandc or out.

“What's making news in the ou(door

(umlturcmdn:lrythll:cnwnme B

yellow nnd gxtcn." said Mnry Anne
. Chila, manager of Casual Concepts in -

" Rochester. “Todoy the saphistication of -

“outdoor furniture mukn ‘decorating

" possibilities endless. Indoor decorating - i

schcmes can cnsnly be cnmed outslde

lF IT's color you wint on the patia, m‘ .
_-the sunroom or around the hot tub, you’
won't hnvc to loek forfor'an ' -

Sy

nostalgic {umltu:e styles, faux fi
. ond ¢olorful fabrics that give casual

furniture buyen ‘more chotce: t.bnn ever -
- before.”

Whether we're wenry ol the hixh tech
Jook in the office o contlnuing the trend
called “cacooning,” consumers are ~ -

s naymg home more and want their .
environment to réflect theie indwndunl :

" toate.” -
. So,uswe exchange matchmg sctsof .
indoor furniture for more cn-ual. «lectlc

overwh c oflumiturc-nd.»'»-

. fabsies. " -, i
Most of the major cnxunl (umimre .
makers offer 80 to 100 fabric colors and
.1ix to 20 (rame finishea, making the
: purchase of outdoor furnituce more like
* selecting custom mdoor picces. And

"." since highetend outdoor fumitureis . -
" moatly sptcwlcrder today, expect to

wait four to 3ix weeks for delivery.. -
" “The outdoor furniture available - . .

' today is far from common,” said Rob -

Whitc

pieces, we're also lettinig our i
Iead the way in the ul:ctlon o! outdoor
. groups.

“Ten years ogo, the only Inbt(c colon '

nvailable for.casual furniture were -

e e nad i

b, salex for Tervace
Cnsunll in downtown Farmington..

- “Good cosual furnituse is hualt tolast

. ' Pioase lumloques, o -



