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Homegrown

- tomatoes-nch. :
m Julcy taste

. ByLlndaAnnchomln Sl "
: spoc!ulwyllor .

i J' OME GARDENS produce -
: lsh, Ravorful tomatocs |

bursting with Jjuice and
Incomperabletaste.
Suve Kanitea of Redford Township

Milton Aptekar. ofEnrmingtoonll--;-—

ﬂusc pesticide.lree tomatoesin small -

* spaces behind their hnmet. Homegrown
* tomatoes provide these home gardeners
» with unequaled [resh flavar. .

Kanitra favors tomnto varictics Bi

" Boy'and Beefmnster, but likes Celebrity,
to0. Lot scoson, he bought up all ready.

(oplunt tomote accdlings at Frank's

! Nursery u!lhough in years past,’ Englhh

Gardens provided monya xlutdy plant -
lor a prolific seagon.
- Ina 25- by )5-feet gurden be)\md hl

"home, he lnys tomato plants in shallow. . '
: trenchc: ‘after removing a1l but the top
. two sets of leaves around May'15.

. "It adds more to the root system if

. you remove most of the leaves, This -
" way, roots grow all nlongthc stem,!” -

" - Kanitra soid. *1 add Miracle Gro when |

, Tmplanting thenr, but you don’t want to g
" put the fertitlzer rlzht around the Foots’

" orit'llburnitt -

AT PL'ANTING'tinie. Kanitra p!nccs
" seven-foot stakes behind the tomatoes to”
* teain the plonts and hold them upright,
off the ground. As they Rrow, he removes

oll but threcor four main stems.

" “Luse clectrieal wire ta tie them, lo llxc
_stakes, something real soft likean,
-".cxtension cord, so you ean tie it foose

ond it won't ¢ut jnto'the plant os it

- prows,” Konitra 80id, “Once growing. 1' -

whack off all the lenvu bclow thc
tomntocs,” .
Kanitra mtcrp!nnla mnrigo[d nnd

* About 80 ddys after planhng outdoors,
‘Ihat can welgh as rnuch as 1wo pounds.

" “Thursday, Moy 7, 1692

Slevo Kanitra uses phablo slaroo wire 10 tie three or four main lomalo lcrns on 15 plam
Hcdlord Tcwn*hnp homo anonng Blg Boy nnd Beel ieti

Plant early, you pnck early, S
notes veteran nurseryman o

.- By Llnda Ann Chom!n L .- o
- speclal weiter .

zmmn m his nutumlly grown gau!tn.

g the need for .
cllcmlcnl b&ued pesticides. He recycles :
grass'clippings from.weekly lawn Lo
mowings to mulch plm\u and mammln
moistuse in tht 3ail. .

“1let the gfau dry out n couplc ol
" days. It kecpl your ground molst nround .
lhc tomatoes,’ “Kanitra soid. e

" Atonc time, the gardensoiln, - .
combination of cloy and snnd, Jacked
proper drnmuge ond m:nmon of plnnl
roots, - |

“One end wns sand, thc olhcr. cIny<
Mixing the leaves in there really helped,
. In the fall, I bury all my leaves nnd gross
- in thc gnrden." Kanitra said. .

lormalo

 Take it !roman expert, David Smith
. ol Clyde Smith & Sony Greenhousés and

Garden Center: His familly bas grown

Clyde Smith's five aeres of plnnt-

... producing geeenhouses and 70 acresof
. farmg tomat

Plonso turn lo Paoo 7

Iho hybrid Bec!mastcr ylclds a lomalo -

‘that will thrive'in home gardens this * .
. Rrowing scason and next. :

- his crops.” David Smith’ said.

" this arca .
* aroting May 15, Lnsl year's gmumg K

yield tons of
tomato seedlings, tomntoes nnd seed

A farmer hos to hove  feel for the -

. weather. If he plants too casly before lllc

Inst henvy frost, hic loscs. tvcryuung. nl]

' Planting dates vary {rom ycar to yenr
Dcpcndinz an the weather, lurmcu In
y plant

" -tomntoes nnd formed at theic \V:sllnn(i -
- homestead since 1834, . . k

. ; a foot dcep ond put o shovel fuliof :

© photosty GUY WARREN?stalt photographes *

lakos in lho back yard of hig

ho uses no pcfucldc" X

we sell fiere keépl blnn'u from lrcez'in;. =
Smith advises gnrdencrl todig nbout .
mnnure in the bottom of the hole, Mix ! X

the manure in with the dit and add two .
Inches of dirt with no monure over it: .

- Otherwise, the manure buml lhe tomnato . :

lad '3 100t system.

dedreu the plants wnll l‘M2 |2 SR

fertilizer nbout a foat wide from the

plant, on the edge of the root aystcm. .

Smllhmld. o

“Asthe roots gmw nnd eztcnd 1nmnsc
lhc area to 18 Inches, conﬂnmng to

“spread itinn cxvclc on thccdrc of the ’ . ‘

rool system. -
“Farmers put in lhrecqunncn ol )
theit fertilizer beforethey plant and add- -

_the other 25 perceat throughout the |

scuson eame carly. Tomato nlnnt: could

R :luwc gone into the ground the bcginmn;:
of Muy, Smith said.

S“Every yeor fs 4 little dI"tl’tnl. 1 {8
reolly dependsion the wenthes, .

during a full moon. If the ful} moon is an

" the tifth, you plant five or six dayz -
" later,” he, lﬂlll.

SMITH! SI\DV!CE tatiome. | .

. gllnlcncr! is simple but valuable: N
Il you plant errly, you pick eatly, .

Even if it's a littke coal, they have to be
ready to run out and coves the plants, A
ncwspnper work: uood or the hot cops .

- Sometimes you have yourcoldest nighu e Some tomntogs are bigger’ lhnnolhcu. .

-* some are firmer than athers, lome are

sm:on,“Smuh uud L

N THlS area, Smlth rccommend:

; :growmg the varicties Big Boy or "

Moereton Hybrid., . C
“We grow a lot ol dlfferent varielles, B
It tenlly depends on what they're after. .

bettcr than others becaune tomc m for
cnnmng. ** Smith sald. i

“Morcton's Hybrid Is an old vnncty .
hut n good one. It's a large plant, an .

._early varicty with renl good flovor.”

. Smith recommends that if you are not’ ’

- makmn the tomata, to leave four feet of
- five square feet of npnce nround each-

" pinnt.



