The Qbserver/. THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 1992

T2t

POINTS OF VIEW

y heart sank, a8 'm sure =~
M yours did, o8 | turned on the
¥ 11 pams television news last,
Thursdny ond heéard that two Detroit
Country Dy stadents hnd drowned on
an Onkland County lnke at a party ul-
cbrating the end 6f school.
As the story unravelled, we lm\rmd
that Paul Bradley, 15, a DCD sopho- .
mure, antl Corey Jones; 16, ajunlor, -

drowned in Gitbert Lake in Bloomfeld:’
Township when their canoe uppu! uvt.-r

“about 90 feet from shore.
No life preservers or other flotation
deviees were on board, Two ather stu- |
* dents in the boat survived. :
_Youthful high'spirits - nonv of
thm atcohod-relnted — nppnumly

i caused the accident. Both could swim, .

with Paul Inter charneterized as o
strong swimmer.
* Soherewe haye a secy
’ Good kid
‘th uml of thi sichool | year. Parents’
willing tohort them in their lakefront
fiome, taking care that no alcohol was
. nvnilul)lu Purenls n!lm\lng tlu: use of.

hu thought nl’wnlchm.. lh eV
. mn|: NeWs 0F mckmg up a'new

paper-is put-weenching, Bod -
#travels fust nad far. In'thivcity .
had néws -~ fron kulnnppcd little mrln

tp oft-pardled &
- inggat the speud of light,

Llermmcd to-

destroy our’ peace of mind. To me pence

of mind is precious and is bdng s .
'qnultml on il fronts: - '
Cln Lh\- past ww)u\ ¢
Ll war,
mgml decay, the, Dm‘llllul,hl of AIDS,
pIunL closings and nitural disasters

he Jocal scene, we'te confronted wit

ragic fire that uncovered the smelly’ .

underside of gentmental héalth

enre, and we're

! of corrapt Deteoit copss on the take.

Qur pence of mind, alrcody -

* shellshocked by trying {o deal with the
deficit, the advange of the saviar Perot,
the
the red herring issues like abortion
nLh(» threatens to Imrn out through

nd dur peace’ nfmlmlln rudunw On "

hit by nnother example -

ear caused by racinl inequities and

| thei
lt

uln could swini, with ene saying
1dn‘t and remaining on shore.
how could such'a,

\Vhy’ And how do thuir fa

amilies,.

the two prnmnmn;, teenagers from Dc-
Jtroit?

the watet and two bnsic @ Lluml.‘an nf
water safety, L

. nronclhlng,lnkenmmmmg
isn't the snme as pool swnmmnm. 1,
don't kniow whether swim instructors
steess that facl orwhether kids —or
most adults —underatand it:
h schools re-

Many of our local
guire d semester of 8w
“particularly those w}ucll (lun't hnve
pools, do not.
 "Different pr.-uph;
when they hitthe!

pact (hfl’urcmly
explaing Lt

Marine Sherifls Division.

ul) cqumped wuh life, pruen L8,

egative lnpul mulum . .
Whereis the good fiews ta huluncu

E tlu- I)nuunduu-mfhulungucwxl

insidicusly impuired the mental well
“being of our reglon, three events oc- -

“uncertain quality of life in

ir, xmull boats after nukmuwhethu .

!lﬂg}ln[lpun'"

friendi and school cope with tho lass of

Tough (iunslmnu And a hard anawer
10 swallow. It hos to do with respect for

mming. Others, |

a1
Barry Eriksen, of thi Oakland County -

.. For anathur, the' boat wasn't prop-.

nd.
Amulsl Al lh p,loomy doom that has

“curred récently that. signal a potentinl
; change;  real reason to hope that the

Detrolt?

B So how could sucha,
thing happen? Why? And
how do thelr famliles, - .
frlends and school.cope .

.. with the loss of the two
pvomlslng,teenagers from

yochts or ocenn llnuu They
don’t have to be worn, hut “You must.
have i Rotation device to fit each per- .
son an hourd,” )
Whethier or nat Pauland Corcy

rvers ur other device In time is al-
u questian, keeping in mind what

ing differently v when thrust into waters.
Bath perse nal sifety and boating
«'in the county mari
s six-hour cluss'in bonum,
| safety (lml is uqmml for anyone age
1216 who apérates a boat. The course
- ix purt of the general curricnlum in
tmany of oue | Onkluml County schoul
“districts, |
The eluy is given ot either thié mid-
dle school dnd/or high schvol Jevel in
‘Blaomticld Hills, Farmington, South:
field, Rochester, Walled Lake ind
West Bloomficld school districts,

" Hindsight i wju

st thit, Bhs, Eriksen

.suys, the law is specific for all boats —-
as nmn1l a3 a canoe or ku)nk upte k

- apturn in our, fartunes hus bej
en singly, these thrée. happenin
4 would bu events warth nating, co
'1 bined they present “powerful evidence
that'the time:
- proof positiv
an-do attitude will w\unhle ﬁnuth-‘
east Michigan, -~

First came the Detroit Humcnmmu

ade-had issued just 1 constatction:
permits for singlé. family huusm;z. be-.

try to ever host o Homearama. A part
it tship compnsm}. city nﬂ'cml-! banl

tan Detroit hos buttomed-out; that an
'nk.

w a-changing, They're

“Detroit, a city which over the post dec-

came the first urban area‘in the coun-

and.cul h-

backed the proje

k-

" and mortgage toans. Thé g
‘up, 25 x!nffuem -lw;m- n\ aling the

ALs pent-up wit h demand for L
m.wmhlncd to ~|h e llu'

- The ¢f gove s mhcmu.m
-_\hchu.un hullukrs an offer they.
‘cuuhlnud‘un It.cleas d the Tand'ow.
streetd, curhs -

;builders for $1. Standaid Federal ﬂamk

s not.in Birminghnm, Troy o
e private schools,” Eriksen re-
ome districts don't want

“of
pnml. AU
to u ] th

h‘cq in 1h|.' <uh\|rh~. ut munm coy
“and bivers ﬂockul to thL nppnrtu

plm of I.n honses have been coni:
pleted, retal] development will follow

uml a hh(.lm.d Ilulmu. aren will bL l)urn
{ ngain:

cnmc

the fieutenant said about people react: ©

§e uix )wurs fmm théir .-

coudil huve reached the life ]nckua tife -

Schdol boatingmc’lasses can help chéiin

'.,-].: s "'.‘ f‘
cumculurn'. “In districts where we. .
teach it, our dmwmngs have deﬁniuly
gone down, We don't hove enough o

(Lln‘-sol) in the schools."
- Particularly in this land of lakes,

“such a course should be mandatery. If

the public or private school your chil-",
dren attend doesn't requiire | it,youcan -’
demand it. How important is thc rest
of the curriculum if the student isn't -

there to take it? :

. Perhaps the grief of those lnvol\ edin

this tragedy — the boys' familics .
friends and schoo) — cauld be chan-
neled into making sure boating safety
Incomcs part of the curriculum at De- .

“| ‘troit Country Day. even county, state

und natjonwide.
v won't bring lhtm buck But' that

- kind of constructive action might help

-these involved one doy face the waters

with less misery than they are experi-
encing right now.

"+ Judith Doner Berne is assistont .
‘managing cditor for the Oakland Coun» :
ty editions of the Obscrv('r & Eecentric * '
JN’ws,nupcrs : .

ulhcrs to nchlew lhnn potential nnd to
f\mhu shatter the walls ol‘ mcml mis-
tu
Then thcm s the old Hudson 5 hu)ld-

" ing. Since 1983, it'has sot dormant; a
_constant réminder of the demise of

* dawniown-Detroit, the failure of a'once -
):nnl cu) The' Defense Department :
; for regionnl accounting cen~

ent from

10 nin the dm!y ope

* vlevation ruis ’
| cuuse of t l.mm r(ﬂlmullun of his
pud\cm-«:r. hut becatis¢ Hurst isa *

hlack inan. Hurul §-appointment b holds

. mentality ot‘cmn and.protecting
the stais quohins reeogmized that »km

= Turgest uxmpnmw inthe °

‘c and hope — promisé that .
he efitrenched old l)o)"

trs thraughout the country and De- |
troit may get ane, huuwd on the Hud-
sun site, praviding up to 7,000 new jobs -
.in the heart of downtown. Coaperation
bitween city, county, state and husi-,
terests not seen in these pants

5 years ar more has resulted in an
xcellent opportunity for real change..
aht doom and gloom abound.
ason, however, to hope for
've seen three over the poast

the futur

three weeks. My guess is lhc) are just

the tip of the iceberg
Jr[frq, MIHM a Southfcld nsldcnt
of “Ti

; calor 1§ not relevant to ¥ T
i hope thay the performance of of M.
Hurst at the helm an!ull may inspire

. Inrulb ‘at 8:30 a.rm. Samrdu)s on

WXON-TV 20..
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Anden Sofz

Dilworth Sofa

2600 N. Woodwaed Avc.
Just South of Square Lake R
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