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" Stars turn out fof
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AIDS awareness speczal

Adverlnsnng proflls

g,o to (,lmnly
' By Suzannc Gill’

This sprlng. tcrmts star Arthur.
Ashe felt mcdh pressuretoge -

* public wlth information about his - -
- own health thathe had kept private -~
-for four years: He Is infected with
"the HIV virus, which leads to AIDS. -

By keeping his ewn counsel, Ashe
had hoped bis Jife woyld not'be- - -
.overshadawed by AIDS, Yet only .
‘weeks after his forced © . .
, anncuncement, he s a pnrticlpnnl in

- dramatlc readings; all offer”.

onwunnal a ppe‘\l to, indlvuluak to
take part inthe !ighl against AIDS. .
“In & New Light,” as executlve

producer Joe Lovelt points ont, is & -

new dpproach to AIDS cducat!on .
and fundraising. The special *.

. lemun.s a varicty.of perfurmcrs

‘calculated to appeal te all audicncct
-fram Ahita Baker, Paul
Redriguez and Clint Black 1o Caml
Burnett; Jocl Grey and Dustin B
Hoffman. Some sing or Rive,

personal rc!locllons on lhcimpnét .

ol AIDS in lhdr lives. They are nat'

always’ eloquent. but they wage a-.
unr of attrition ‘on our emotional -

- ated special
focus attention on the discasc. "ln a
" New Light.” alring Saturday, Jul)
ll oru\liC ls:l star-studded

Their backdrop.is the,

* AIDS Mesnarial Quidt, which now
ineduides somc 20,000 panels -

“one tenth of those \.\hb

WA WO

ave dicd in this cuunlry from the

‘disease, E
Tovett did not set ot o makc thk ’

special, The former “20/20"

" Stewart’s down
: payment on SUCCess
By Suzannc Gill.

" One of these days, Cathering Mary .

‘. Stewart is bound 16 become an
overnight success. Siewart, a cheerfu)

- . brunette from Edmonton, Alberia, saw -

India, Australia and Fiji with her
family during her childhood. then ser +
, aut for- Los' Angeles afier. \lamng hes
" carcet in Loml(m .

© “['ve spent most ufrn)' Carver kmd uI’
n\'oldmg series dclevision),™ she ad-
mits, appatently unwnllmg to forsake.
“her vagabond past and \clllc down. -
Instead, she worked in movics, mini-
series and da)nmc drama, and her

. credits include The Last Starfighter,”

Night of the Comer, Weekens -t
fleenic's, Aaron Spelling's Ho. I
Wives and The Disncy €t - 'y
Perfeet Harmany with Peter $¢ In

May, she s1arzed in the USA sth
thriller The Msychic.

Last fall, Stewast heaxl about a pant
inanother Spelling productian, Within
aweek, she had tanded the female teacd
in Hears Arc Wild, 2 nudwinter
replacement that aied «n CHS The
show was laped in a Las Vegas casine,
and except for the bnght lights, S1ewarn
1ay5, “the se1 {duln't) really stiand ot
that much™ amid the huhbubh

. who worked on a wrlm of

) All)'i reports in his years: ‘with that

prugram, was — and is —
producing a documentary about " - |
“Ileart Slrings." a touring musical
show that gives audiences a sense of -
the spiritual toll of being or lm' fa
person with AIDS. But “Heart -

Strings,” with its c.nstol'unknowns,v ’

-was turned down by ABRC’s prlnun
titne chiel, Robert Tger, when his -
Inte-night counterpart Don Beuth

“approached hifn with the jdea. It -
‘needs stars, Iger npouc:lly said:
Fourteen months later, “Ina New -

Light''is packed with stats,-

begtnning with Elizabeth Taylor, -

whe brletly introduces the show,.and

_.Linda Lavin, Hobert Guillaume and
Rruce Davison, who are its hosts. A

_ celebrity edition of “Heart Strings™
.was staged in Feliruary and taped

far the special.

According 1o Lovett, everyone
involved has been more than
geacrous. Barry Manilow paid al)
alcll wnh hls

ll:Ian ia nl!nwinu

n 'Coming Out uf
the Iar el on Your Feet,”
Lo be repositioned” in viewers'

- minds as themes for AIDS

awareness. There's even (ilm
footage of Disney’s “The Little
Mern * and “Beauty and the
Bea a tribute to the late

.~ hirs carmarked the show’s net
: prohls for in AIDS charity. - .

* no reasen for anyonc not a]rcady

- With only 40 aperators to, n:spond

“'down ihe numbe
. dater. Though Lavett applauds the .

Tyl .iﬁl Howard- :\\hmnn

With star power to spare, “Ina
New Light” was offered 1o
advertisers at full rates, and ARC;

Inits two hours,.the speclal o(lon
‘a number of messages; First, there’s

infected over to contract the |
iscasc; s spread ean be halted
hrough changed behavior aleng,”
,Second, it's a subject people necd to - -
“talk about not hide from. (In an ice-
breaking comedy. routine; Andrea - 3
-Martin'puisa condom over her' - .
{ooL.) Third, women contractthe . . -
virus more réadily from men than
.men-do from women, Worldwide, -
half of all AIDS patiénis are female.

. Fourth, children are at risk. not only
“lor prcn:ltai transmission but “

through promlutlom which | preys on
cver younger recruits because lhcy
are more likelyto be heajthy. .

Two toflfrec welephone nnmhnr:
will be provided during the show,
Rath are hotlines of the Centers for

) " Disease Control in Atlanta. The first X

directs callers with genera)
questions, w hile the second Is a

. suuru: of tnformatlon about
- government drug studies .w:-llablc

‘1o those already infected with HIV.

haweter, viewers are asked to wri

and phone In -

agency’s
In his show, the.phone bank'lsa .

. meager cominitment 19’ a quarlcr

billmn cltizens. -

.ForF all the party almosphcrc. R
mlles and sta¥ turns of “Ina -
Light,” one stark faét remains:
We live 3n an age ol complele
diselosure, when no detail of life is

Loo persanal or ptwalc to be hidden
from the camera’s eye. As Acthur
Ashe discovered, our appetite for
such infermation is insatiable, we do
nat even wish 1o go 10 the movies
withoul knawing the background
and pessonal habits of the stags I
s an age of idalatry, but it is an
age of distrust. We dare trust no
ong. our very lives are at stake 1 we
do. [n this way, at least, AIDS has
affected all of us.

Edinr's note: Jue Lovetl's
dorull vart Strings: on the
Reiul™ 15 in development for PPBS.




