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Nothing lean about this Crew :

By Lanny 0'Coxnon
STAFF WINTER

According to members of Skele-
ton Crew, the moxt formidable tank
for i bund ix merely surviving.

‘This is a group, whose collective
includes mumbeeships in
eet Alley, Cadillac Kidz
and Seeond Self, that appears to be
prepuring towazds this goal,

Munie to the five people in Skele-
ton Crew is not about performing a
glut of local gigs ur in quest of »
honanza record denl or be tied to
aome fud,

Rother it's aboul hormony —
whether being in o bond, writing
ur performing live. A local
rivative of Up With People?
Hardly,

“We're not pushing anything,”
S gm!nml Chris Hadynee,

cal epiphany. Al of the songs
derived in an acoustic setting, en-
compansing vlements of folk, rock,
juzz amd country  while being
ented in o seemingly  effurtlons

harmonies.

A vursory compatisun to Crasby,
Stills nnd Nush would be haphaz-
ard, but not witheut some sub-
stunee since the Skeleton Crew also
performs minus a drummer,

Going drummezless just sort of
b 1, much fike the f i
of the banl itself. As the atory goes,
guitarist Svott Christy penned a
song a couple of years ago and had
friend and former member of Bitter
Sweet Alley Bill Pilipchuk do the
vounln for it. Th two began collabo-
rating on muterial and then mkded
snother former BSA muinber Russ
Epker, who lives in Bingham
Formai,

Keybourdist Dan Hess, who was
n member of Second Sclf, and Ca.
dillae Kidz luminary Badynce
joined 1% yearn ago.

Skeleton Crew has kept o tight
profile, performing a selected pum.
ber of shows that usually turn out
be rather special affairs,

Gign hove ranged from upening
for the liken of Forelgner, Kenny
Loggins, the Smithereens apd Rob.
¢t Palmer at Pine Knoh or The

A five-man band that doesn't have a drummer? For some groups, that may be
like going to the beach and forgetting the swimsuit. But not so for the Skeleton
Crew, With guitars, a keyboard and strong vocals and lyrics, the group has
come up with o sound that is anything but lean and bony,

Ritz to performing a1 cory venues
such an the Java Coffechuuse in Ro-
chester. The group has also
garnered o repotation for rousing
renditivns of the Nationa) Anthem,
performing  Francis  Scott Key's
number at The Polace and Tiger
Stadium,

The reason fur sa few khows? For
one, they don't have to perfarm reg-
ularly,

Saicl Badynee with a laugh, “We
all live too comfurtally to marve,”

That's not to say Skeleton Crew
in un exercine in weekend musical
mune, The outfit is quite serioux
about how it tuckles ita craft.

In the course of a week, Christy
will meet with various members of
the band to wotk un matesial for
new sungs, Then, they gather collec.
tively (o whittle the tunex to perfec.
tion,

“We approuch o notg on u wong-
by-song baxis," Christy xaid. *1f o
surg cafls for piuno and a trempet,
then that's what we'll use on it If it
cnlh for & kuzoo . . . we'll use that
tow.”

Encased in flawless harmonies

Fleshing it out: They may call themselves Skelton Crew, but there's nothing lean and bony about the music being
produced by Chris Budynee, Scott Christy, Bill Pilipchuk, Russ Epher and Dan Hess. All of their songs are
derived in an acoustic setting and encompass elements of folk, rock, jazz and country.

is a wall

“Satin rules,”
screams  Kurt
Serbun with all
the demonic rage
he can muster in
his toxic-laced
taryns an his
band's metal re-
leune of equally
nuxious  propor-
tion “Touch the
Mankey."

Now hefure pareats contort them-
selves in Church Lady-like facial
seizures ond start weiting letters to
get a warning sticker on thlx six-
sung CD, that's Sutén as in sheets,
not in Satan as in the holder of the
pitched fork. Get it? We did looking
ot the song title, leaving the 12 min-
utes of Serbus gurgling and ensuing
grunge Dallistics eather unnecea.
sary.

Purt of the inspiration for the
number is said to come after Serbus
vaw “Satin rules” scrawled on the
wall. He is poking fun at the illiter-
avy of thase behind it.

Serbus and the rest of hin Mol
Triffid motes {including drummer
ond Birmingham notive Scott
Munt) prefer to romp in the darkeat
dmmnn of the humnn puyche, sar-
leans  of

LARRY
O'CONNOR

el shismuering acoustic strumm-
ing are some rather heart-wrought
Iyries, in which the author conveys
o myriad of emotion. Christy calls
Pilipchuk onie of the most poctic
Tyricintx he's worked with.

ill bives in pain; he's very emo-
tional,” Budynee added. “If nome.
thing in funny, he's the onc ralling
on the floot and laughing. If some.
thing is painful, he's the one on the
flour sulling in tears.”

From all the members come a
scuttering  range of [nfluences.
Chrisly xpeaks of being enamored
with XTC and the Beatlea while
wlding Pilipchuk is into everything
from Burt Bach h to Dionne

schlock in "\Vlllium Sbnlnur Sleeps
on the Eve of the Hazmaonic Conver-
gence: He Dreamn . ., " and “The
Devil and Sammy Davis Je." while
vividly deseribing the distasteful
vights and sounds in 1 Wonna See
Pretty People Doin' Ugly Things."”
But one ruspects Serbun® skewed
virion wouldn't be half as shocking
if it weren't for the gallery of guitar
sounds gushing from one Kimo
Ball. His anguloe style of ploy rang-
es from enough overpowering
grunge (o seattee the fray In “Love
M)slur} while being sinuous, and
allusing, in the opening of "Love,
Dave," Ilnll singularly creates a fort

Triffid’s newest

climber

of wound, which Lorders on ctus.
trapholic ot timea,

Six anngs of darkness coveting 48
minutes fully intends to leave one
climhing the walls.

(Avoilable at Schoolkids Records
in Ann Arbor or by writing Casting
Couch Records, Box 476669, Chicqg.
Ko, 1. 60622)

“The Color-Line," Terminat
Whito — Another outfit that hasn
tenuous connection to this ares,
nomely a 12-inch single entitled
“Hamtramek” to it credit, Chica.
gu-losed Terminal White provides
o steady course of jaunty techna-
dance numbers on their latest re.
Tease,

More 0, the creative tandem of
vacalist and guitariat David Pistrul
anil bassist snd keyboard player
Phil Raincy appear to have wrestled
the techno beast Into submission,

Unlike “Worker,” which wan o
minh-mash of techno insplred ide.
aw, thin effort is far moze fucused,
using treditlona) elements of funk,
rock und jozz to guide them
thruugh. Keybanrds are spritely and
samples are used sporingtly, and as
reault, more effectively.

‘The end result are some indelible
*dance benta. which infest the car
seeking permanent asylum. “Love
In Like Oxygen”™ is a culmination
Tenninal White's acute pop sensi-
bllities spruced up by bencing tech.
oology and Instrumentation.

A number like “This Girl” would
sound like the same lame number
in any bao!'s repertoire, but Rainey
rescuen it from the clutches of
Lunality with a jazzy xylophone in.
terlude,

Such deft musical talent almost
mukes the cartoonish “Alley Cat,”
featuring un unnamed human purz-
ing like a feline, alment forgivable,

(White Records, Box 146537, Chi-
vaga 60614)

STREET SENSE

Warwick. Badynce adds he's going
0 aee Hank Williamn Jdr. in concert
AL

“We can play jozz; we can play
rock; we cun play country; and we'lh
still sourd like o band,” Epker sald.

Skeleton Crew perform 3 pm.
Saturday, July 11, on the local stage
ax purt of the Paloce Summerfest, 2
Championhip Drive, Auburn Hillr,
Tickets ure $6 for adults; $4 for chils
12 and under for the festival,
which runs Wednesday through
Sunduy, July 8-12, Other locol
bands performing Saturday include
Opuque at nvon and Vudu Hippies
at 1:30 p.m. For information, call
3770100

IN CONCERT

Monday, July 6

OLZY OSBOURNE
\vnn ugly Klg Joe ot Pine Knob, 175

UNCLE CHUNK

Miek's Cofe, G 1 Church, Ann Arbot,
996.2747
PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM

Atvin's, 5756 Coss. Detroit.
832.2355

< MATERIAL 1SSUE

\vnh Cavedogs and The Veld! ot Induss-
15 N. Saginaw, Poahac. Tickets are
35 .;0 in pdvance
1999

Tuesday, July 7

REGUAE SUNSPLASH '82

With Aswad, Lucky Dube, John Hoil,
Barnington Levy. Papa San and Skool with
)cTommy Cowan at Chene Park, 2600 E.
A:mtcr Oetrod. Tickets are $20 ond

J‘77 0066

MATTRIE

R«ci\ s Cafc 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996

WIIU KI”I[I
Bind F\j}. 208 5. Frst, Ann Arbor,
996-8555

BELA FLECK AND THE FLECKTONES.

The Ark, 637142 S, Mawn, And Arbor,
761-1451
CHISEL BROTHERS WITH THORNETTA

D:
Alvin's. 5756 Cass, Detrodt.

* 832.2355

ALL

wfm the €xceglions and My Name at
St. Andrew’s Ha, 431 E. Congress, De-
1roit. Tickets are $7.50 In odvance.
961.MEL

9, Clarkston
70100
Wednesday, July 8

PALACE SUMMERFEST
\With Rare Eanth {7 p.m.), John KM &
Steppenwolf (8 p.m) shd
Tumner Overdive {9 p.m.) at the yum
stand orea of The Palace, Two Champion:
ship Drive, Aubum Mlls.
377-0100
STEVE SOMERS BAND
mck's c;re 611 Chureh, Ann Arbot.
996-
ulmomv STEW
Bund n} 208 S. Furst, Ann Arbor,
Y96-858:

Thursday, July 9

CROSSED WIRE

With Cyfinderhead and Holy Cows a1 Al
vin's, 5756 Coss, Delroit. Show is part of
uu.- Earihfest Benefit 92,
832.2355

CHAIN REACTI
Token ounge anlcbel\ Road, cast
oHny Road, Westl
522.0245
FRANK ALLISON AND THE ODD 30X
mck's Cnfo. 611 Chureh, Ann Asbor.

W

with Wnasccm ot Bind Mg, 208 S
First, Ann Artor,
996.8555
THE BTORY

Tha Ark, 6374 S. Main, Ann Arbor.
761-1451

LATRINITY
v cmss Street Stauon, 513 W, Cross,
ol
85-. 5050
PALACK SUPERFEST
Vith Guess Who (B p.m. ) nnd Jonn Kay
ad Sleppenwolf (9 p.m.) in the grand
stand orea of The Patace, Twa cmmmn,
ship Dive, Aubum Mills. Tickets ate $6
gﬂ’ugls $4 foe children.

Friday, July 10

OEAD MILKMEN
Pnocnix Plaza Amphitheatre, 10 wmer
Sl. Wnlu: Tickets ace $7.50 in ad-

99 MUS’U
SNAXE OUT

Un's2 l 30 Canift, Hamtramek,
875.6555

FRANK ALLISON AND ODD $0X
AJIvm s, 5756 Cass. Detroit.

THEER) .
Rlcu‘s Cate, 611 Church, Ann Arbot.
996:2747

CAUOHING HYENAS
Bind h;,. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor,
996855

LOUDON WAINWRIGHT ’
The Ark, 63714 5. Main, Ann Arbor,
761-1451

CLAIM 70 FARE

Cross Street Station, 511 W. Cross.
Ypsianu,

48550

DETROIT AL $TAR REUNION JAXZ QUAR.
1E

Buad of Parpdise, 207 S. Ashiey, Ann A
bor.

6628210
PALACE wmrur

With MC Breed (7 p.m.}, Ca Ce Penis-
ton (8 p.m.) and Lonier (8 p.m.} In the
fandstand arca of The Pataco in Auburn
lillli Teckets o $6 fo aduils; $4 for ehil-

377 0'00
Saturdoy, July 11

!DDlE 'THE CHIKF* CLEARWATER
Rick’s Cafe, 61 ) Chutch, Ann Ardor.
8962747

RIG DAVE AND THE ULTRASONICS
w%mc Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Asbor.

PARNK THE KARMA

With Funhouse and Cmm to Fome at
Alvin's, 5758 Cass, Detro
8232355

RESTROOM POETS
Cross Streel Station, 511 W. Cross,
Ypsianti.

STRANQE REDFILLOWS
With Weeping Rached at Lin's 2130
Cant, Hamiramck.
75.6555
.
DETROIT ALL STAR REUNION JAZZ QUAN-
Burd of Faradise, 207 S, Ashiey, Ann Ar-
6628310
PALACE SUPERFRST
With Stove Morse (8 p.m.) and Konsas
9 p.m.) in the grandstand area of The
'dlace, Two Cnamgvommn Drive, Aubum
Hils, Tickets ara $6 for adults; $4 for chil-

gren
Ir7A100

What daughter did
1s acceptable today

Dear Barbara,

1 am writing
this letter in an
agitated  state.

 Yenterday, o
mother of one of
the buya in my
daughter's msev.
enth-grade  claws
colled me, She
said that my
daughter  had

been calllng her son at all hours of
the doy and night and was, in effect,
harassing him. She sald that her
aon anys that he has not encouraged
hee anil in fact anked her to stop
minny timen,

BARBARA
SCHIFF

-1 am frustrated, d and

weakness and/or desperation, be.
sides being just plain bad manners.
In those times a woman's role in all
areas wax different than it [s now.
Fur women, coyness and even pas-
sivity was admired,

These are no longer admirable
traits for maony reasons, not the
least of which are the high divore
rate and the need Lo be competitive
in the workplace. Surely, the nued
for women to be independent and
oggressive hew filtered down to out
tecnagers,

Your daughtor’s behavior fs with-
In the the normal limits of current
techoge mores, And nt her m.'. ll‘“

s

angry. | am a single mother and feel
totally at a losn as to how [ should
handle thix. Is there a centain kind
of punishment you think would be

right?
Michelle

Dear Michelle,

[ do not think thia situatlon calls
for punishinent. It calls for discus.
sion and understanding.

The phenamenon of young girls
aggressively calling boys has be-
come a national vpldemic. In the
post few years there have been
many media storlen on It. [ assume
that you are nomewhere between the
agen of 30 and 50, the oliler you ate
the greater the likellhood that you
are uncomforiable with your daugh.
ter'n behavior,

The civilitien while you were
growing up would have been very
different from the unes your dawgh-
ter lives with, 1, too, remember
when cnlling a boy wax & slgn of

Rruup
more Important to her than your
approval or yout feiend’s approval.

You 1aust ask yourself what has
Kreater impartance for you — your
relatlonship with your daughter or
whother she in acceptable ta other
ailults who, by the way, you have
little understandling of.

It in impontant not to feel frus-
trated, embarrassed or angry. If the
mother who called you intended to
mnke you feel that way, do not let
her be an accomplice to your losa of
sclf.esteem. When you talk It out
with your daughter, it i Important
that you understand whot she I
going through and that you tell her
you will support her through these
difficult years, This would be a vie-
tory for both of you,

Barbara

1f you have a questian or comment
for Burbara Schiff, a trained thera-
pist and experienced counselor, send
it to Street Senze at 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,



