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‘House divided

County GOP has fences to mend

BY WAYNE PEAL
BTAFF WRITER

A house divided cannot stand.
It's a warning that gocs back as far
as the Blble or, more to the point,
Abraham Lincoln,

Area Republicans might do well
to keep those words [n mind as they
try lo minimize the damages from o
series of sharp divisions.

No one expects Qakland to he.
come & Democratic stronghold, but
county Republicana arc reellng
from a series of highly public spats
that threaten party harmony as this
yeat's elections approach.

In the most recent rift, West
Bloamfield Supervisur Ssndra
Draur led o contingent of porty reg.
ulars calling for the resignation of
county chairman James Alexeniler.

That cvent taelf was the after-
shock of a particularly bitter fight
between two county Republicans
over the state GOP committeewom-
an poat.

The dispute centees on Alezan.
des's support for challenger Andrea
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as are many Oakland GOP mem-
bers. The post ended up going to a

Decembrer, vowed (o stay on, calling
his role [n the committeewoman
dispute minimal.

“What people haven't noticed is

third der, Betay DeVos of
Grand Rapids.

® A red-hot cunneulonul race.
Far years, R

“We're dirappointed with our lead-
ership at all levels,
foundee Barbara Fanger said. “}
think the problem has been that
wo;e atayed qulet for too long.”

primarics were as exciting as watch.
ing subuchan Oakland lawns grow.

that the county reatly
inn't involved bn filling & past tlke
thix, It's mote the Job of (state party
canvention) delegates,” Alexander
nold.

The party will come together,
bath sgreed.

“We've had division in tho past,
not eveeybady s going to agree on
every lxaue or on every candidate,”
Alexander sald. “But the state of
the Repubilican Party In Oakland
Caunty s strong.”

“Ta stay that way, however, Qak-
land Republicans wilt have to work
through scveral other potentially
divisive issues.

Here's o list:

® Further fallout from the com.
mitteewamun battle. Charges and
h of antl

Fischer in o race against i
Ronna Ramney.

“You can't have (county) puety
leaders campalgning for one Repub-
llcan against another,” Draur sald,
*“If that continues, we will face
widening sift.”

Alexander, whose term expires in

ahounded in the party inslder
struggle between incumbent Rom-
ney of Bloom{ic)d Hills and key En-
gler/Bush fund.raiser Fischer of

No more. Thls tine, 36-year incum-
bent William Broomfield Is gune.
Thin year's race, at |caat for most of
Oaokland, pits party wunderkind
David Honigman against Jeseph
Knollenberg — Broomfield's hand-
picked successor and a former
county party chief — and pro-
choice Alice Gilbert, & former judge.
Households are divided, old loyal-
ties atralned.

“It’s looks fike it's going o be
hot one,” Drsur said. “But people
do have the right ta vote for the can-
didate of their choice.”

® Fallout from this week's U.S.
Supreme Court abortion ruling up-
holding Pennaylvania abortlon re-
atrictions, Oakland is a hotbed for
the pro-choice movement in genesal
and pro-cholce Republlcans in par-
ticular. One group, Birmingham-
based Republicans for Choice,
formed several months ago, in an-
tlcipation of lhc hllh cnu:( ruling.
Still, pro-ch i find

Bitminghnm. The isaue is unp!
oant at beat, exploslve at worst.
Fischer and Alexander sre Jewish,

themselves lncrvnin;ly in the mi.
nority of the national arganization.

ent —
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Vor's clection au
continued jhe shift of state GOP
power from the metro area to out-
state. Despite hin local support,
John Engler is thefirst governor in
three decades withen Initial power
hase outaide metro Detroit.

Potential GOP divisions won't
necessarily mean there will be moree
Democratic county officchelders.

L. Brooks Patterson remains the
favorite to replace fellow Republi-
can Daniel Murphy as county exec-
utive,

Even after redistricting, Republl.
cans ate expected to retain the bulk
of Oakland state House and Senata
seats, as well 2s continue their
dominance of the commission and
other county elective pnlu

Rifts will be {
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Clean Yout Windows Safaly & Eaully
From Inside Yous Home

predicted.

“1 think theee’s room for every-
budy,” Alexander said. “[ think we
can live together under tho same
tent.”

For now, though, not everyons is
a happy camper.

County GOP candidate endorses Perot

BY PAT MURPHY
STAYY WRITER

He might not be & candidate yet,
sbut Ross Perot might already have
conttails in Oakland County — st

puyers Assoclotion. “He lied sbout
ralwing taxes. Who knows what clse

be's lied abuut.”
Dugan, owner uf Time Communl-
cations, Inc., wlﬂrh manufactures
d aaid

‘lesst as far as one didate for
. county commisaioner is concerned.
. Businessman and self-pro.

* *clalmed tax foe Raymond B. Dugan

of Troy last week said he will en-
dorae Perot for President.

Dugan, normally & Republlcan,
said he Is endorsing Perot — who in
ezpected to run as an lmlcpendem
— because of his dil

B is ncking the Tv:un billionaire
because, “A lot of Republicans are
s disappointed in Bush as 1 sm.”

Dugan ix one of three Republi-
canw and une Democrat runniog in
the newly created 14th County
Commission District that includes
all of the city of Bloamfield Hills,
part of Bloomfietd Township and

with incumbent George Bush.

“The bottom line is George Bush
lied," soid Dugan, a vocal upokes.
maon for the Qakland County Tax-

part of Troy,

Hix GOP opponents in the Aug. 4 *
primury ure Incumbents Marilynn
Gusling and Noancy McConnell, who

formerly ropresented the 23rd Dis-
trict.

McConnell became a resldent of
the 14th District when all of Osk-
land County was reapportioned as
required in conjunction with the
1990 census.

The tone Democrst running in
the distrdct is John M.H. Ulrich
who will face the GOP winner In the
Nov. 3 gencral election.

Dugen said he personally ad.
mires Perot becaune of hin positive
approach to addressing the coun-
try's problems. “We can't continue
with business as ununl " Dugan
said.

His GOP epwnema. however,
suggest Dugan in bringing Perot
Into the race to pump up an other-

wise bland campaign . . . snd be.
cause he doesn’t have other issues.

"1 don't see what Perot has to do
with Oakland County,” said Gosl.
ing. “Endorsing him 1s silly. ['in-
tend to focus on more Important
county issues like the solid waste
progrem, the budget and addreasing
our mental health prohilema.”

McConnell agreed. “We've got
tot of problems in Oakland County,
Ax 8 commissioner, I've always
talked about them.”

Given Dugan’s disappalntment
with Bush, however, McConnell
suggested he distance himself from
the incumbent President even
mure. “Moybe he ought to run as an
Indrmndem instead of & Republi-
can.”
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SUMMER SPECIAL

1. Purchase o Bryant High Efficiency Furnace
OR
2. Bryant High Efficiency Air Conditioner
AND RECEIVE
A FREE TRION ELECTRONIC
AIR CLEANER

WITH A $500 00 VALUT, INSTALUD
ALSO INCLUDED
© 2-year parts and fabor warranty
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Windows 25% each per month

A Housefu!l Of Windows $1,488
A Houseful Of Windows 1,198
A Houseful 0f Windows 3995
Windows 318890 each, installed
Windows 318890 each, installed
Windows 87789 each, installed
FREE Marble Sills!

FREE Garden Window ;
$400°° Below Your Lowest Price
$400°° Factory Rehate

NO MONEY
DOWN

on approved
credit

v Free Screens
v Free Security Locks
v 50 Year Guarantee

With Lakor

v 30-day Nlnne -Back
Giuarantee After
Installation

v Best \'inyl Vﬂnduws
v NoMoney D
v Sliders M No Extra Cost
v Hot Sealed 7/8"
Thermo Pane Glass
v Free Estimate
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RESPONSE OVERWHELMING
SALEEXTENDED TOJULY 15¢th

Visit our Showroemat 1501 S. Sagivaw in Flint
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