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ot inaues. Wo think we previde a fo-
rum where o lot of alternative viewa
are heard, We've had some speakers
that might not grace other plat-
forma."

Thoso Include Les Brown, a
motlvatlonal apesker, and Deborah
McGriff, superintendent of the De-
troit Publle Schools. “Their mea-
sage In difforent — that’s what we
hope to offee.”

Speakera cduring the recently con-
cluded 1991.82 peason [ncluded
Nina Totenberg of Natlonal Publlc
Radie, Gerald McDonald, chairman
of Manufacturers National Bank,
Faith  Popcorn, chalrwoman  of
BrainResctve, and Patricia Thom-
as, ‘editor of the Harvord Health
Letter,

“There is a great opponunity for
nutworking. Some of our members
take full advantage. It's an opportu-
nity 1o hane Jeadership skills in 2

nun-threatenlng manner.”

Estee  Yager, immediate past
presldent of the Women's Economic
Club and a vice president with
United Community Services, ex-
pects that Walkee will serve the or-
gonization well ns president.

“She's o persunsive, artlculate,
thoughtful, intelligent lady,” Yoger
said. “She has an open mind. She
cloesn’t come with any closed-out
feeling to membership, Another as-
peet of Hellen that [s so great [s a
wonderful sense of humor,”

Walker's basn at Bell, Greg Dun-
ny, said hi's known her a number
yeots.

“She's nlways bieen the type of
person that has high standards, n
very strong work ethle,” Dunny

Gerry tinrrons has served as exec-
utive director of the Women's Eco-
nomie Club for three years.

*The fimt thing that comen to my
mind about Hellen is her clarity of
a senso of direction for the organiza- *
tion," Barrons sald, “Her thinking
Is precize, and she has a good sense

-of what belng a leader [n,

“We had a meeting last Saturday
and people were energized at how
she kept focusing sttention on the
tank st hand,” Barrons said.

Whalker, ralsed in Detruit, worked
in the computer arca at Genernl
Motots and-taught in the Detroit
Public Schools before moving to
Bell where she's worked the past 16
years. Now, she's responsible for
the operation and maintenance of
minl aystems for the

sald. “Her style of is
participatory and suppartive. She's
gut good pnalytical skille.”
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phone company.

Walker earned o bachelor of arts
degree in speech/English and a
master of business administration
degree from Wayne State Universi-
1}

y.

She enjoya golf, tennis and read.
Ing when not involved at work or
the club. She also serves on the
hoard of directors of the Friends of
the International Institute in the
Cultural Center.

To obtain mare information about
the Women's Economic Club, call
Gerry Barronx at 963-5088. Annuol
dues are $85.

Japan targets the last U.S.
stronghold — light trucks

Toyata is
launching & new
pickup truck in
the U.S. market
in a couplo of
months, one of
thoxe events e«
cullar to the auto
business — one
that ranks in the
minds of most
people anly
alightly nhead of &
nale at New York
Carpet World in the ho-hum cate-
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Explorer, et al, and the minivan, al-
ready so ublquitous on the subur.
:an scene that your daughter prob.
ably wouldn't be caught dead in
one,

Even the good "ol pickup has o se-
cret life, led tnainly by the fact that
it is cheap, [nsurable, and Califor-
nla teenagers think jt's hip, or
whatever California teensgers say
these days.

Oddly enough, light trucks have
another Inscrutable side — they a0,
far have been more or leas immune
to J i and hence

gory, but is d to give
slecpleas nighta to maore than a few
Bloomfield Hilla executlives.

One of the lesser-notlced aspects

are camying a disproportionate

share of whatever slim profits are

left in this market. The tooling

seems (o go on forever, the engines
d and i 1

logic applics to the notion of mak-
ing = high-volume vehlcle solely for,
the U.8, — something no Japanesa
company has succeeded at yet, in-
stead being content to nibble away
with dozens of lesser successes,

In an odd sort of way, domestic
trucks have managed to out-engi-
neer the Japanese as well, providing’
more power, durability and overall
improvement from year to year. It's"
also worth noting that some import-
ed light trucks are slapped with a 25
percent tarifl — the only such pro.
tective measure in the U.S. market.
place.

For all these reasons, Toyota has
up to new stayed out of direct com-
petition with US. light pickup
manufacturers, even while it was

of the car business is the
nhift to light trucks as a replace-
ment for the [amily automobile in
the past few decades. Both Ford
and Chevy currently sell about as
many light trucks as passengee cary,
and overall, about 40 percent of all
light vehicles sold today are trucks,
hot cars.

If this brings to mind o lot of
hound dogs, gunracks and bags of
lawn fertilizer, it minses the point.
‘The two vehicle types that grew
fastest and account for most of that
shift in taste are sport utilitica —
typified by the Jeep Cherokee, Ford

nre dardl. to  quictly developing a mid-size pick-
and  singl del  up of its own.
volume [s as good as a Chevy sedan Toyota seemed to be walting for e’

was |n the good old deye before
niche marketing.

There are some strange reasons
for this lack of success of the Japa-
nese. One being that there s virtu.
ally no Japanese home market for a
U.S.-ntyle truck — the engines and
chassin are too lorge for Tokyo
roadn, A few cynics follow this up
with the observation that without 8

signal from Washington that the,
anti-Japanese scntiment was
changing. Last week, the U.S. Trade
Commisslon's decision to rule-
ogainst the U.S. manufacturers on
the anti-dumping case opened the.
gate, and now Toyota is charging in..
The end result is not easy to’
predict, but it's clear that the last:
profitable enclave for the U, S. in-

Jopanese manufacturing base to  dustry is now under attack.
flood the U.S. market, the Japanese  Dan McCosh ix automotive editor’
slmply aren‘t interested. Similar  of Popular Science Magazine. .
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