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Up and away: The Ribcrackers
reach for the clouds./3A

At an end: The 28th annual Foun-
ders Festival is over. Good weather
and gnod times were its
trademark./13A
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Unconventlonal: Correspondent
Tim Richard provides a decidedly
local view of proceedings at this
week’s Democratic Party confab.
/10A
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It’s a mess: New report calls
county mental health system an
expensive failure./10A

Eating out: Enjoy lunch in a gar-
den setting at the Bates Street
Cafe in downtown Birmingham.
The cafe is also open Thursday
evenings 5:30-7:30 p.m. After din-
ner, walk across the street to
Shain Park to listen to the
concert./5B
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Board told Wooddale Iot unsafe

tary's parking lot.

By CAstY HANS

STAFF WHITER

Residents around Wooddale Elemen-
tary School {n Farmington Hills are de-
battng just how the parking lot and area
around the achool can be made safe for
students.

Reaults from a sccond safety study
Kiven to the schoo) board Monday night

Concern for safety continues with Wooddale Elemen-
And school trustees are still look-
ing for an answer as other residents don't wantan
additlonal driveway by their houses.

confirmed an cazhler report that the
driveway and parking nrea aro unsafe.
The board postponed a decision on the
matter, saying they planned to walk the
achool site Monday cvening.

A board decision on what to do about
the issue is planned for Aug. 4.

Purents like Becky Thomas of nearby
Peppermill, who three yeats  #go

watched her kindergarten-age daughter
get struck by a car on a street near the
uchool, have studled safety [ssues at the
schoot for the paat few ycars and have
gone to the school board for help.

“1 just fear for the kids,” said Thom-
a1, who co-chales the Wooddate parent
safety cammittee and has two children
attending there. “I don't know about
studies, but I know enough that it's too
congested and we have to make B
change.”

Like many elementary schools in the
Farmington school district, Wooddale
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Concept car: Steve Economy of Farmington Hills,
Bell Telehpone Co., and U.S.

Convention-goers

Do Aspexy
AMichi,

istant to the presid
Rep. Sander Levin admire a Pontiac concept car in the GM
building in New York at a reception for Michigan delegates to the Democratic National

tof

sita within a subdivision. It is north of
12 Mile, weat of Farmington Road and |
serves several subdivisions, .

. 'The school driveway's steep, elght-
degreo grade and inadequate parking
have caused problems over many years,
school officials and parents said. Added
school traffic In recent years haa made
the problems worse, they sald.

The parent group took their concernn
to the school Loerd several months ago,

Sco WOODDALE, 2A

Attorney

shuns bar
donations

This is the fifth in a series of atorics
about candidates vying for an open scat
an the $7th District Court bench

By Casky HANg
STAFF WRITER

Kenneth Knoppow is running 8 graxs
roots campalgn for the bench without
much help from the bar.

“Reaching out to the very people who
will eventustly ceme in front of you —
that's always bothered me,” he suid.
“I'm refusing to accept contributlons
from attorneys who practlce in this
arca.

“If there's not o conflict, at least
there's the perceptlon

The 43-year-old

Theater: Three Guys Productions’ Farmington Hills res-

first effort “Foiled Again!” isa
ggndcrful opportunity to laugh./
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Video sales: Two Birmingham
entrepreneurs have borrowed an
idea from the home shopping net-
works and are offering a video
showroom approach to selling
Jjewelry./10B
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Custom fit: A
Birmingham
shop, Beach
Bound, has
_swimsuits tailor-
made to fit their
. customers’
needs./1C

World party: James Duggan, a
Farmington Hills resident, is busy

planning as the Executive Director

for the 1994 World Cup soccer
championships at the Pontiac
Stlverdome./1C

Creatlve living. . . 1D
Crosswaord puzzle . OE
Enter .B8-78B

Bullding Sceno 8ec. G
Busineas, . . . . 10B
Cable C. 1

delegz_:tes, please turn to Page 54,  ~

Convention. Ecanomy is a visitor, Levin an unpledged at-large delegate. For more on local

ident who has his own
law practice [n South-

Trustee Abernethy quits board

By Caury Hans
STAVF WRITER

Hilla resident who was olected in June,
Abernethy has never been shy voicing

Jim At hy leaves the F
school board carrying the pride of ac-
compilshment, but he also har plans to
keep o close eye on education.

The twa.term trustee, who [eft the
board at the end af his term in June for
health rcanans, said he plans to contin.
ue being on “active voice” in education.
“People ank if I'm happy it's over, and [
sny *No.' Because it’s not over,” he said.
“1 plon to atay involved.”

He waa replaced Monday night by
trustee Joseph Svoke, a Farmington

R, Jack Inch

Jack Inch to

about the schoola during hls
cight years an the board. But he also

offera high praise when something is

done right, and believes the Farmington
dlstrict 1s on the right trock with [ts
Lon, ataff and a highly involved com-
munity.

“The ship is in very good hands and
definitely steering in the right direcs
tion,” said the 52-yenr-old husband and
father of two. “We are to be commended
a8 n community for that.”

Seo TRUSTEE, 2A

Trustee R. Jack Inch wan elected to
scrve as presldent of Farmington Board
of Education Monday, na the gavel

)
Jim Abernethy

lead school board

ton. He has lived In the district for 30

years,
By taking the vice president’s seat
and I teaditlon reigns, Webb is in line

passed from outgoing id Jack
Cotton during the board's annua) or-
ganizational meeting.

v1t’s always tough to follow a legend,”
Inch sald of Cotton, the district’s re-
tieed athletie director and self-em-
ployed businessman who continues Lo
scrve am a trustee.

First-term trustee Cathleen Webb
wan endorscd by her peers for the vice
president’s seat, newcomer Joseph
Svoke was elected sccretary and Helen
Ditzhazy continued in her rale as board
treasurer,

In his fourth term on the board, Inch
Is & professor of economics at Oakland
Communty College’s Orchard Rldge
Campus and is a realdent of Farming-

to be presldent of next year's board. The
Farmington Hitla resldent is a free.
Iance retail artiat and has lived In the
district for 10 years. She was clected to
the board In 1090,

Svoke and trustee Helen Prutow were
sworn (n for new four-year terms on
Monday, after being elected to the
board In June. Svoke begine his first
yeat on tho board, while Prutow enters
her 17th year of aervice.

The Farmington Publlc School Dis-
trict serves residents of the city of
Farmington, most of the city of Farm-
Ington Hills and a small portlon of
West Bloomfield Tawnship.

field has served as
chalrman of the stata
License Appesl Board
and was an adminis-
trative hearing officer

Knoppow

for the state. In the past 12 yeam, he
has had # private legal practice focusing
on local courts.

»District court is where I make my
fiving," he sald. “I'm not interested in

| ELECTION '92

circuit court. 1 think I can make a dif-
fercnce.”

Knoppow is one of seven attorneys
from Farmington Hills running for an
open meat on the 47th District Court
bench this year. The two top vote-
getters durlng the Aug. 4 primary clec-
tion will earn a chance to compete for
the job in November. The court scrves
tho cities of Farmington and Farming-
ton Hilla.

‘The 15-year Hills resldent is marricd
and has two children. Although his
name might be familiar to some, it's 2
cousin who owns the wallpaper supply
store carrying the same name, he said.
He is B cum laude graduate of Oaklnnd
University and graduated from the U-M
law school in 1973, -

A Detroit native, Knoppow 2 a mem-
ber of Templs Kol Ami and, in his
spare time, I8 active In working for Mid.
dle East peace, debating both sides of
the [nraeli and Palestinfan lasue. He
also has organized an annual Seuthficld
folk concert series of blues, jazz and
folk acoustic musle for the past decade
a» part of the city's parks and recree
atlon actlvities.

1 think that having other intercata
gives you a broader perspective in deal.
Ing with people,” he added.

Sco ATTORNEY, 2A
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Senior discounts

Oakland County senior adults age GO and older

FARMINGTON FOCUS

kott Theatre and Internationsl Puppet Place. “The
Magic Onlon” iasixthina 10.week program of the
Downtown Farmington series.

may obtaln identificatlon cards = entltling them to
discounts from varlous merchants — 10:30 a.m.-
noon, Friday, July 17, at the Farmington Hllls Sentor
Center, 28600 11 Mile Foad, Farmington Hills.

“The card, lssucdd by the Oakinnd Livingston
Human Servico Agency, provides Information, auch
an name, address, bitthiato anil Soclal Security
number. The front of tho card displays the person's
plcture, which wlll bo taken by an OLSHA h

Fun series

From a beautiful princess and wicked magiclan to
a very hig dragon, the performance of “The Magic
Onlon” has all the ingredients to enchant sudiences
of all ages at Downtown Farmington's Summer Fun
Series Wednesday, July 22.

pher, as well an signature and the Oakland County
scal,

For mote Informutfon contact OLSHA in the Pon-
tinc arca at 858-5180. If you are calling Jong distance

call OLSHA on the freo WATS linc, 1.800-482.9250.

The free shaws will be at 10:30 a.m., noon, end 1:30
p.m., under the green-and white striped tent in the
Downtown Farmlington Center parking lot on Geand
River, one block east of Farmington Road.

Tho show 1s presented by the Rayal American Fol-

The show combines the fantesy ch zation of
folk art puppetry with the talents of human counter-
parts with the Idea of keeplng it s mple, yet apreating
to kids and their parents.

“Hy eliminating a lot of the riff-rafT found in othet
stago ahows, we can solicit the audiences’ imagina.
tions. That is what makes us 30 appealing. It makes
our viewora feel 1ike a part of the ahow If they get to
think a Hlttle. 1t’s not Hlke the muppets where they do
everything for you,” said John Byrne, company co-
founder and manager,

The Summer l-‘\:n Series ia held every Wedneaday

d h the




