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Eye on education

He said he will watch closely the
progress in arcas like reatructuring
scheduling at the high school {evels
ond team teaching — currently
belng piloted ot several wchools in
the Farmington district — ond in
looking for unique ways to motivate
gifted students, Abernethy remauins
interented in seelng that all stu-

& Although gone from the board for only a few
woaks, Abernethy alroady has fliled his plate
wlth hefty servings from other parts of his life.
The Lawrence Technological Unlversity archl-
tecture professor sald he Is dolng more con-
sulting work with businesses and schools seek-
ing advice on structural soundness and torna-

do safety in thelr bulldings.

dents, in all get an equal
shake,

That’s something on which the
district is working hard, he suid. Al-
though Farmingten's achool build-
jnga are “far from cqual,”" Aber.
nethy said he believes all the
schools have “excellence with diver.
sity — nnd that's very, very fine.
They're all dilferent, but excetlent.”

He remaine concerned about
Farmington's gifted and talented
students, saying he's pleased there
in a plon in place, but “I really ex-
pected to aee more happen in vight
years,"

He nlso sdvocates abollshing the
traditional “box achedule” at the
sccondary level s0 students can it
more into their day, “It will wtand

Attorney

in the way way of our reachlng our
gosls," ho sald.

The use of technology will nlso be
key ond something he will watch
with interest.

Many plans

Although gone from the board for
only o few weekn, Abernethy already
has filled hin ploto with hefty serve
ings from other parts of his life. The
Lawrence Technological Univoralty
archltecture professor said he is
doing more consulting work with
businesacs and schools seeking od-
vice on structural soundness and
tornado anfety in their buildings.
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He hoe also rejoined his chuech
choir and has taken on descon’s du-
tien at Ward Presbyterian Church
in Livonla.

His interest in tornado safety re-
1ating to bulldings and other struc-
tures has carrled him around the
country In the paat 18 years, He is
often called upon for hia cxportiae.
“These aro the things I've alwnys
Lecn part of,” sald the Farmington
resident, who has two grown sona
who are graduates of Farmington
High School.

He was clected to the board in
1984 in his first attempt nt public
office, gamaring most of the votes.

Dutlng his tenure on the board,
Abernethy often asked tough ques.
tlons of the edminlstration and did

not back down on Issuses ho consld-
cred Important, obacrvers nald. Su.
perintendent  Michael  Flanagan
thanked the outgolng trustee for his

‘The board deferred actlon untll a
second traffic and aofety study
could be done, which was presented
by Barton-Aschman Anmoclates of
ld at the board meeting

candid and and
said ho carried his intorest in edu-
cation beyond tho baordroom.

“Ho's very supportive,” Flanagan
said, “A lot of people will talk
change, then really don't want [t. At

“Jrast ho's willing to consider the ev-
idence.”

Abernothy sald he la pleased to
yoo the distelct wlll have a atrong
evaluatlon process In placo and that
the community has taken an nctive
interest In the district.

Although he [n often given credit
for his professionnl guidance on
mony distrlct bullding and deslgn
projects — Including Hillalde
School and the Farmington High
Schoo) media centet — Abernethy
rofuses to take credlt, saying that
those involved with the day-to-doy
project In the school administration
ahould get credit.

T think we have one of the beat
tenms In the state,” he said. “It's a
nice way to leave.”

Monday. Manager Michael Labndio
told the board the perking lot, as Is,
Is not safe and he recommended a
change which would ¢lose the cur-
rent  southetly driveway to the
achool and put a new drive west
onto Qak Farest.

Provious proposals and efforts by

the school and parents to control
car and bus traffic were futile, at
best, he sald. “What they were
trying to de s put a Band Ald on
somcthing that waa really bleed.
Ing."
But the {ssue Monday wes com-
plicated by residenta living to tho
west told the board they didn't
want the odditions] traffic there, on
a dend-cnd street in a heavlly wood-
ed area.

School studies show more than
half of the students attending
Wooddale come from an arca to the

west,

Urs Bockli of Oak Foreat sald the
district had taken a poor approach
in notlfying residents of the situa.
tion, that the change would de-

crease Onk Forest resldenta’ proper-
ty volucs, and that the dlateict Is
“solving the problem in its own
parking lot” by moving It onto the
atreeta,

Othera sald they didn’t want to
look out onto o scheol driveway
where they now see trees.

The achool board voted 5-2 Mon-
dny againat the Barton-Aschman
recommendatlon, with trustee Jack
Cottan and Cothleon Webb voting
in favor of it. Webh said she is eagee
to have something done hefore this
winter,

Other board members including
Susan Rennels, Helen Ditzhazy,
Holen Prutow, Josoph Svoke and
Jock Inch, voted agalnst the mea-
sure, raying they wanted more time
to atudy it

Renneln also called far school ad-
miniatration to formulate a plan of
action for advising area residenta of
such proposals and profects in the
future. “Should thia occur agaln, we
need o much better way to notlfy
nelghboring resldents of what's
going on,"” she sald. “That is one of
our greatost shortcominge.”

Bonrd membera plan to walk the
ite on Monday, July 20, at 6 p.on.

Knoppow also tokes a creative
view of the judicial role,

He calls fur sentencing which fita
the crime, ataggered scheduling of
cases and using the judge's leader-
whip role to expand aleohol snd
drug cducetion in schools. Knope
pow handles many drunk driving
cases, ond believes that much of
this problem could be better lhan-

dled through the driver's education
PIOCESH,

*1t {learning about drinking and
driving) should be a significant part
of the process and 1 don't think it
§9, ie waicl, *I'm a great believer in
preventive medicine -~ teally in
preventive law, so to spenk.”

He also believes there needs to bo
the utmost integrity in a courtroom,

even between attarneys on opposing
sides. “As an edminlstrative law
judge, 1 refused to permit smnall talk
before a case, It gave ot least the
appearance of bias, If not the sub-
stance of bins,” he explained.

Knoppow believes a third judge is
needed In Farmington, and that
“yltimately, It is going to have to be
done.

“I beliove in saving tax dollara
where there's wasto and inefficien-
cy," he sald. “In this case, 1 think
It's necessary.”

What exacity s the role of a clis-
trict court juitge? Knoppow sald it’s

quite different than what judges
faco in other courta, “Jt's not the
role of a district court judge to make
the law," he said. “It's a district
judge’s role to follow the law. There
arg two types: one who goes where

the law leads or othera who know
wheroe they want to go and bend the
law to meet it."

“The image of the scales of jux.
tico is something I teke very seri-
ounly,” he added.
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FREE!
McFarland’s Grown
Hanging Baskets
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A variaty of annual baskots
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Grown Color Flats
$595 O e
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McFarland’s Grown
Geraniums

$ 1 29
$12%5 ousun

Day Lillies

The backbone of summor
gardens in the sun.

Orig. $229
4% pots
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255-0075

Get your best price...
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PHONE - 442.9569
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