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Analysis: County mental health system a failure

‘BY WaynNe PrAL

TAFF WIITER

=" A ncathing new report about Ounk-
land County's mental health core

“eystem appareotly comes ax no
-Burptise to those who use the sys-
‘tem.

»* *They really don’t have any goeod,

avell-run programs,” raid 3ill Hayes

9f Birmlngham, whuxe son has heen

Port of the county system for 15

Yoors,

An outxide i
the county mental health poticnts
speat too much time in hospitaly,

ment p n lack of hausing
and no help for thase who are also
substance abusers.”

‘The situation {s bad, not only for

1o little in I pro-
grams,

It alvo cancluded tos many pn-
tients are Leing “warchoused” In.
atead of treated.

“Iverything that the atudy con.
clucted we've experienced,”
Huyes naich,

“There's 0 lock of crisls manage-

Area code oo

~
The committee looked at whether
Dans were technically feasible, nee
‘cgmmodated long-tesm growth, and
‘offered casily recognizable bounda.
yies. O'Cunnor soid only une plan,
“¥mude aense from the standpoint of
-sade of recognition.”
A Twenty-five other

over the next two years to make
Kure o
anel rescly for it when it takes ef-
fect,” snid Sawka,

Company plans still in develop.
ment call for print and broadcast
publicity, us well as mailings to

* homes and busi

‘z'qgiunn — including New Yurk,

Chicago, Los Angeles and San
Francisco — have added area vodes
MR recent years.

“Officiols from these ures hove
piressect the need for extensive puls
1i¢ education.

‘:‘_.“Wu‘ll be talking plenty about it

to announce the new aren code. The
new area code also will receive
broall national and International
publicity.

Customers with questions about
the new area code may call toll-free
1-800-831.8989 for aitional infor-
mation.
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patients but for county taxpayers,
sald Sue Carter of the Alltance for
the Mentally IIL

“It’s been atiown time and again
that community-based wervices are
tho mont effective sorvices,” Carter
said, “At the same time, hospital
services are by far more expensive.”

The study found roughly 70 per-
cent of the county mental health
budget was belng spent on bonple
talg; 30 percent for community pro-
gramn, 1t argued the figurcs should
be reveraed,

The Alliance sponsored the
$15,000 study. It was compiled by
Dr. Leonard Stein, o Wisconsln.
Lased paychiatrle care expert.

The Allionce, an advocacy group
for patients and their relatives, is
suing the county and state over the
quality of mental health care in
Oakland County.

County officlalx say the problem
liea with inadequote state financ-
Ing.

“Quite probably, we're going to be
using this report to try to get more
money from Lansing,” said Richond
Coaper, director of Oakland Com-
munity Mental Health Servicen, the

county mentsl heolth eare ngency.

But Carter waich the money is
there, it just ikn't being apent prop-
erly.

*“They're putting the money inta
things like an 800 hot line for
amokers ond substance abuse pro-
grams,” Cuzter anid woid. *“These
are mental heafth ssues, but they
den‘t directly invalve mental ill-
nesn,"”

County and state officials are
currently negotisting a new “full
management” agreement  giving
Onkland greater control over mental
henlth programa,

The Inltial acaion, held Thurs-
day, went “very well"', Cooper saiil,

All mides agree greater county
control could ease probiems, but it
could afso mean grenter county
spending.

“The state is of the opinion thut
Oakland County is a wealthy coun-
ty, but we're already paylng a lot for
mental health care a8 it fn," nald
County Commlssioner  Marilynn
Gonling, R-Bloomfield Hills, a
member community mental health
nervices board.

The state Ia paying more than
$56 mililon far Ookaltul Cuuntyt
mental health programn, the report
said.

Though the state currently picks

up 90 percent of the tab, Gosling
wald, the county will spend about 87
million on mental health care this
year.

For Hayes, thia lasue is services,

not money.

“We expect to help, but we can’t
do it alone,” Hayes sald. “We need
mental health profesalonals and
programs.”
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