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SCREEN SCENE

= fENl’ER FOR JAPANESE 8TUD-
ES

Larch Hall, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor. Call 764-6307 for more
information. (Free)

“Summer Vacation 1999” (Japan
- 1988), 7 p.m. July 24. The spirit
of a dead boy comes back Lo visit
his schoolmaten, who are both over-
Joyed and terrified by the experi-
ence, Concluding a series of Japa-
nese ghost storien.

M DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit, Call 832.
2730 for Information. ($5)

“Night on Enrth” (USA — 1991),
7 and 9:30 p.m. July 24.25 and 4
and 7 p.m. July 26. The latest from
Jim Jarmunch, the director of
“Mystery Train” and “Steanger
than Paradise.” Genn Rowlands,
Winona Ryter and Roberto Benigni
wtar in this comedy set in five dif-
ferent taxis In five different citlen
on one ordinary, yet profoundly
evensful night.

B FOX THEATRE
2211 Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call
567.6000 for information, ($10)
“Casablanca”™ (USA — 1942),
through Aug. 2 (call for show
times). The 50th anniversary edi-
tiun of the classic love stary. Hum.
phrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman
never looked better as Ilsa and
Rick, tovers with a past in Paris, in

this newly struck print.

H JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
15110 W. Ten Mite, Oak Park. Call
967-4030. {Free}

“Jolly Paupers' (USA — 1937),
10 a.m. July 21. A musical comedy
about two men who plan an oil
swindle (o escape their misfortunes.
Shown on video with subtitles as
part of an ongoing Ylddish-lan.
guage film series.

W MAPLE THEATRE

4135 W, Maple, Bloomfield. Call
855.9090 for information. ($5.50;
$3.76 twillght)

“Howapd's End” (Britain —
1992). A romantic tale of two faml-
lies and the inhetitance of a beloved
ancestral home. In the tradition of
“*A Room With a View," the pro-
ducer/director team of Ismall Mer-
chant and James Ivory turn to an-
other E.M. Forster novel with com.
pletely winning results.

M MICHIOAN YHEATRE

604 E. Liberty, Ann Arbar. Catl
668-8397 for Informatlon. (35; $4
mtudenta and senlor citizens)

"Fist of the North Star” (Japan
— 1991), July 22.25 {call for show
times). An animated feature set in
the future about Ken, a martial arts
student, whoae belief in non-
violence Is tested fn hia search for

Justice.
“Frida Kahlo: A Rihboen Around

a Bom)” (USA -~ 1991), July 24-26
(eall fur show times), Thia portrait
of Mexican artiat Frida Kahlo
weaves together Interviews with
students and friends and excerpts
from the play *The Dinry of Frida
Kahlo," and looks nt her intensely
personnl paintings.

Ml REDFORD THEATRE
17360 Lahaer, Detroit. Call 537
1133 for informatian. ($2.50}
“Supeeman” (USA-1977), 8 p.m.
July 24-25 (organ overture begins at
7:30 p.m.}. Chrintopher Reeve stars
a8 the caped crusader in the firat of
the popular mavie series.

B STATE WAYNE THEATER
35310 Michigan Ave., Wayne. Call
326-4600 for information. {$2; $1
studenta and senlor citlzens}

"On the Waterfront" (USA-1954),
July 22.26 (call for show times).
Marlon Branda could have been a
contendet In this blistering account
of a would-be prize fighter who goes
up againat a harbor mob. Elia Ka-
zan directed.

*A Streetcar Named Deslre”
(USA — 1951}, July 22-26 {call for
show times). Brando agaln in the
rale that made him famous on
Broadway. He playa the slobby
Stanley Kowalski, who forces his
aister-in-taw (Vivien Leigh) to face
a harsh reality. Efia Kozan directed
this Mawleas adaptation of the Ten-
nessce Willinms' play.

— John Monaghon

Jarmusch and Rafelson lose
their touch with latest films

‘Two of Ameri-
ca's most idiosyn-
cratic  directors
have new movies
out this week.
And both, for the
moat part, flop at
the very cquirki-

ness that made
them famous.
Jim J, h's

Still, Jarmusch works better with
scruff lally musi-

reunites Jack Nicholson and Bub
Rafel i

Yy ctors,

cians like Tom Waits, John Lurie
and even Screamin’ Jay Hawkins,
who brought a sort of pop reality to
the director's earlier films. A fa-
moun actress like Ryder seemn out-

of-place in Jarmusch's world,
The bits that follow are strictly
hit-and-miss. Rotrerto Benignl, so
b)) h's “Down

“Night on Earth,"
playing for a sec-
ond weckend at
the Detroit Film
Theatee, revolves around an irres
sistible premise. Five atories are set
in five different taxi cabs In five dif.
ferent cities an one ordinary night.
‘The first segment, set in Los An-
geles, stars the fIm’s most recog-
nizable performers, Winona Ryder
and Gena Rowlands. [t's alsa the
least Inspired, a hackneyed story
ahout a movle casting sgent who
thinks she has found something
real in the tomboy taxi driver who
shuttles her from the aisport.
Rowlands in great as usual as a
woman lotel lled by hee

JOHN
MONAGHAN

by Law,” logs the movic's best per-
formance as a cabble who decides to
confeas his sondid sexual hlstory to
the prieat he picks up. There's an-
other predictable end hokey end to
this 20-minute ride.

And this is the main problem
with “Night on Earth.” Like them
or not, Jarmuach's previous films
have been teue originale, For some
renson, he feels compelled in this
one to dellver preachy uituation
comedy just like every other Holly-
wood director,

His visuel style remalns intact,
however, The color Is gargeous and
he does evoke the mood of various
cities, from New York to Helnfnki,
i shota that are works

high-powered ponition.

“Of course, I'm hysterical,” she
nays to her colleague over her ever.
present cellular phone. “You just
can't tell it right now.”

in
of art in themselven. A wall of
clocks et for different times on
earth cleverly link the -various
sequences,

“Man Trouble,”

meanwhile,

the team
behind “Five Easy Pleces” and
“The King of Marvin Gardens,” [
fooked forwnrd to seelng Jack's eye-
brows In action In a small picturc
where he could play a regular Joe.

Get ready for another disappoint-
ment. "Man Trouble,” despite the
best efforts of Nicholson end co-
star Ellen Barkin, never strikes the
tight comle chord. It's an embu:-
rasament right from the enimated
credits, which sets up the film's
tasteless running gog about a Ger-
man shepherd who rides on any
available leg.

Jack plays an attack dog traines
who sells “piece of mind” to an op-
cra singer (Barkin), plagued by
threatening notes and phone calls
He takes a special intereat in her
predicament and charms her out ot
her neurotic shell.

“Man Trouble” offers this paper
thin plot as a springbeard for what
should have been inspired bits of
character chemistry. Harry Deun
Stanton and Beverly D'Angein
round out the talented cast in
amusing takeoffs on Donald and
Ivana Trump, but everyone labors
for the same spark that ignited ear-
Her filme.
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