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Steve KowaLske

Gus Macker puts
scribe in his place

didn't need to get wot last week to feel all
E washed-up s a basketball player.

Long before the raln started to fall on the Gus
Macker 3-on-3 basketball tournament in Belding &
weok ago Sunday, I knew my rele, -

Our team wes callsd the “Slow.Motion All-Stars,"
and while 1 did a great job moving in slow motion
(eapectally on the raln-aoaked asphalt late Sunday), I
was no all-star.

Normally I play in the med(a divislon whore it's
eany to Jook good agalnst guys who write about aports
rather than play them.

But the competition was llke nons I've ever played
agalnst, Qur team was in an advanced divialon which
Included several players with college experience.

The eventual champfon, Carlson Plus-3, came
from Hope Colege and was led by 1891 Divislon 11T
collegs All-American Eric Eltlott, a guard who hea
signed a professional contract to play In Sweden.
(Rick Laven, a 1890 Livonla Stevenson graduate now
playing at Grand Rapids Baptist College, also had a
team In our division.)

When a buddy from college, Mike DaVilling, asked
Jast month if [ wanted to play in the Beld(ng tourns-
ment — the granddaddy of all Mackers — I jumped
{probably not too high) at the chance.

DeVilllng said his friends, Ken George and Jerry
Royce, also wers on the team,

“Ken George — wow," [ said. “Count me In."

George, a 1986 Farm!ngton Hlills Harrlson gradu-
ate, scored more than 1,100 polnts whils starting four
years at guard for Alblon College.

Royce waa named Most Valuable Player of Troy
Athens’ 1084 basketball team and he still has an in-
credIbly accurate turnsround jump shot from 20 feat.

DeVilling, meanwhile, 1» pretty modest about his
game. '] was alxth man on iy intramural team at
Central (Mlchigan),” he quipped.

But DeVilling alao played at Athens with Royce.
His other clalm to fame is once traveling to

Mitwaukes, Wis., to compets in a Pepal Hot.S8hot -

Contest along with Jehn Mclntyre, former all-stater
at Redford Cathollc Centrel now pleying professfon-
ally In Terael.

That leaves me, whose tole wan to rebound, set
acreens and play good defense ~— and look good In
warm-ups,

Abad start

When our first game began at 8:30 a.m. Saturday 1
waa driving on 1.88 somewhere between Datroft and
Lanelng. By blowlng off my alarm clock I also blew a
chance to play agalnst a team that we dominated, 20-
6.

“We must have won in 12 minutes — record time,”
DeVilllng said.

“Juat my luck," I thought.

I arrived in Belding around 10:30 a.m. In planty of
time for our next game which startad at 8 pim.

While I spent the afternoon checking out the sights
at Mackerville (it seemed like hulf the girls in west-
ern Michigan showed up to walch or play), DeVilling
spent tme at hin in-laws near Grand Raplids, George
was at a friend’s house and Royce dld his best Mi-
chesl Jordan impresalon — golfing nine holes before
agsme,

1 shot & 39,” Roycs sald.

What sport can’t this guy play?

We won our 8 p.m. game 20-18 on a clutch two.
polnt shot (behind the take-back line) by George af-
ter an intentlonal foul.

With cur next game schoduled for 11 a.m. the next
morning against one of the division favorites, it was
wiso to foltow a disciplined tralning rogime.

Unfortunately, DeViiling and I accidantally walked
past my car after the tournament and ended up walk-
ing another three miles before findlng it.

1 don’t know how much good that did ua.

Our firat game Sunday was played up to 15 by one
and we narrowly won agaln, 18.13, over the eventual
division runner-up Blacktop Players. Agaln, Georgs
buried & two to win the geme but the most important
shot might have been & two-polnter by DeVilling
with a man in his face to put us up 14-13,

DaVilling also mada a key coaching move, bringing
me [n for him as a defensive replacement at crunch
time,

1 can't ever remembor being used as a defensive
speclalist.

Afaz a long raln delay, we lost our last two
to ba ellminated but [ left at least with the
tlon of finally scoring a couple of polints. Wi
gained a third-place trophy, which went home with
DeVilling.

“If you want to 1ook at it coms by the apartment,”
DaVilling sald.

Camaraderie 2nd to none

Belding has hosted the Gus Macker since 1981

when soms folka In Lowall, the original site, wanted

It cut of town because of all the people the tourna-
ment drew.

O’Donnell aims for Olympié gold

Jennifer 0’'Donnell of Farmington 1s setting her
slghts on the gold medal when she travels to Spaln
later this week for the start of the 1892 Olymplc
Games and competition in archery as a member of the
three-woman United States team.,

Alming for gold: Eight:

-year-old Ji

GUY WARREN/BTAT? PRUTOGRAPRER

ifer O’'Donnell of

Farmington hopes to bring back a gold medal is women's

archery from the Olympics.

BY DAN O'M!Mll«

Jennifer O'Donnell of Farmlington
has traveled thousands of miles to com.
pete, practiced countless hours and de-
voted much of the last four yoars to one
goal.

Her objective wea to make the U.8.
Olymplc team !n women's archery, and
hor efforts were so rewarded at the
Olymple Trials in May. Now she has &
new goal.

“I'd liks to be In the gold medal
match,” the 18.year-old 0'Donnell said,
“I wouldn't be golng §f 1 dldn't want to
bring home the gold.”

O'Donnoll will leave Wednesday for
the Summer Games in Barcelone,
Spain. The Olymplcs begin July 25 and
end Aug. 9, with the archery competl-
tlon alated for July 31 through Aug. 4.

“I'm exclted. It's been my goal the
laat four years and it's flnally hore,” she
aatd. “I'm happy sbout It, but there are
s lot of other things 1'a llke to do. I'd
1ike to medal at the games, and I'd itke
to go agaln in *08."”

International competition [a nothing
new for O'Donnell, one of three women
on the U8, team who hes been to Po.
land, Norway, Italy, Cubs, Japan and
Finland for tournsments In the last
thres years.

The World Championabips in Poland
1ast year were good preparation for the
Olymplcs, according to O'Donnell.

“ finished 17¢h, but that was my
flrat major competition with people who
are the best In the world,” she said. “I
had been shooting well enough to com-
pote with them, but [ never had. I didn't
have enough confidence and got blown
away by it all,

“I wish I would bave done better, but
I'm glad I had those kInd of

when I get over there”

Getting thers tock a lot of tlma and
effart. O'Donnall, who has been compet-
ing serioualy since 1987 with the Olym-
plce as har alm, spent her junlor year of
high school at the Olympic Tralning
Center if Colorado Springs, Colo. She
returned to graduate from Farmington
High 8chool in 1891,

“JIt helped me & lot," she sald, "I got
to work with sports psychologiats, get
on a welght-tralning program and prac-
tice more. 1t made me mors awars of
what I was doing and more knowlsdgs-
abla of my equipment and form.”

Then cams The Trisls at Tempe,
Ardz. O'Donnell was among 70 women
vylng for & spot on the Qlymple team,
but only a hendful were in actual con-
tentlon.

“It waa anly my ascond outdoor tour-
nament of the year, but as long as I shot
well T stood a good chance,” she sald.

After two days of quallfying, O'Don.
nell survived two days of elimination
rounds and placed second. She will be
Jolned on the team by Denlss Parker
(18) of Utah, s member of the 88 team,
and Sherry Block (21) of Colorado.

“l was actually more relleved than
anything because The Trials were
over,” 0'Donnell aald. “I didn't have to
worry whether I was going or having ev-
eryone be disappointed that I dldn't
make It

‘The Olymplc format in archery has
been clunnd to mnlu the spott more

toa

the past, the eight remaining mhm
competed almultansously for the top
three scores and medsls,

In 1992, qualifying will be done the
Brat two days, with archers competing
in a FITA (ahooting 38 arrows from
each of four di The fleld will be

T'll be able to deal with that kind of
pressure, and I'll know what to expect

B8oe O'DONNELL, 2C

Victory keeps Hines Park atop league

Hinea Park Lincoln/Mercury clung to
{ta a)lm hold atap the Livonla Collegiate
Baseball Leagus standings Wednesday
with a 2.1 win over Littlo Caesars at
Ford Fleld.

‘The winners improved to 18.8, one
point ghead of second place Walter's
Appliance (15-8-1).

“Weo have thres big games coming up
with Walter's and that should tel! us the
story," Hines Park coach David Carroll
sald, "The lesgus 1s real competitive
this ysar. I think you could throw a
blanket over atf of un and watch to see
who will come out on top.”

Scott Rodgers (Plymouth Salem/Kent
State University) tossed a two-hltter
through six Innings agalnst Caeaars.

Rodgers walked the first batter in the
seventh before giving way to Jeff Paluk,
who retired the alde and earned the save,

Rodgers struggled with his control
throughout the game, walking elght,

“1 credlt our catcher Scott Nlemiee
(Satem/University of Michigan) with
settling Rodgera down when he needed
1t," Carroll sald. “Niemiec really took
control of the game, That's why he's
such & fine catcher. When Scotty would
walk someone, Niemlec would settle him
down."

Vince Sacco knocked home Jason
Riggn (ex-Plymouth Canton) for the flrst
Hines Park run, He then stale third base
and later scored on e wild plich,

Livonia Franklin product Davs

Roman (Henty Ford Community Col.
lege), went the distance and suffered the
losa for Caesnrs,

Walter's wins eastly
Louls McKaig (M

ill/Cantral Michigan) added an RBI sin-

0.

Gabel, on & torrid hitting pace of late,
also contributed a two-run double in the
fourth (nning.

fall on Delwal

Ralnd

tossed & three:| b!tm Wednesday to lead
Walter's Appliance to a 7.1 win over
Ann Arbor Wendy's at Eord Field,

McKalg worked ail seven innings and
fanned alx, while walking juat two.

Mike Grah) took the loss for Wendy's
after allowing sevan runs in five innings.

Walter'a tallied four runs in the sec-
ond Inning thanks to a two.run double
from Craig Overaitls (Franklla/Henry
Ford CC). Jason Gabel (Livonia Church-

Delwal added another rainout to its
1lat Wednesday, having to cancel a game
with the Tecumseh Green Glants at
Farmington High,

“The field conditions were just too
poor,” Delwal cosch Bob Peterson said.
“We have a lot of games to make up.
“Shat might work in our favor because we
have less loasos than anybody else In the
league.”

Runners
to compete
in Classic

By M.B. DILLON
STAFP WRITER

Runners, walkers and wheelers, start
your engines, The gun signaling the
start of the Ninth Annual Redford
Roadrunner Clasale will fira Saturday
evening, July 25, at Veterans Park in
Livonia,

Sponsored by the fun.loving, hard.
driving Redford Roadrunners, the Clas.
oic has earned a reputation as one of the
most popular, competitive and festlve
races in the state. A fleld of more than
1,000 — atudded with All-America and
NCAA dlstance stars — s expected
again this yesr, according to race orga-
nizers.

‘The Classic actually is a serles of rac-
es followed by ane heck of a party.
There'll be plenty to eat and drink, and
dancing until mldnllht. sald co-race di-
rector Larry Huff,

The “Claslc Junlor” !or kida 12 and
under will kick off the svening's activi-
tles at 5:30 p.m. The one-mile fun yun/
walk will follow at 8 p.m. The elght-kI.
lometar run is st for 8:30 pm.

Afer last year's 06.degree heat, the
Roadrunnera ars offaring no ress-

Soe MACKER, 2C

ding Mother Nature'a be.
floe ROADRUNNER, 3C

Collislon course: NFWB first b

M,

Jay Davey ¢

BHARON LEMIZUX/STAT? PHOTOGRAPHER

to the ground after colliding with
Salem baserunner Bryan Proctor, who got caught in a rundown and was tagged out by Davey.

NFWB topples Connie Mack leader

Wast Bl

flold 1

Rellable gave Wastland its first losa in
the Little Caesars Baseball Federation
Connie Mack Division Wednesday, 5-4.

NFWB scored five early runs end held (o,

on to win the game for Mark Temple,

who pitched 2 complets game. Temple *

nllund sight hits, atruck out eight and
walked flve.

Roliable ecored all of Its runs in the
swcond Inning, taking a 5-3 lead. Miks
Jehle hit a two-run singls, Jason Farrell
drew a bases-loaded walk and Doug

ghan drove In a run with sacrifice
tunt.

Gerard Romej, Daryl Ferguson and
John Hailer had two hits aplece. Brlan
Hicks had two hite and thres RBI for
estland.

In the sixth Ianing, Hicks tripled to
drive in Weatland's fourth run with one
out. Weatland triod & squesze bunt, but
the hitter misaed the bunt and Hicks
weas tagged out. The batter struck cut to
end the inning.

‘The win gave NFWB an 8-3-1 record
In the LCBF. Wostland was 8-1.

Mantle team nipped

The NFWB Mickey Mantla team lost
2-1 to visiting Plymouth Salem Thurs.
day whan a fourth-innlng error allowed
Salem to score the winning run.

Jamle Bchrosder pltched four innings
and took the loss. Ron Minc worked the
Lnt thres innings. Each team had four

its.

Josy Danielewicz drove In NFWR's
only run with a groundout. Jay Davey,
Cotey Muir, Matt Woolf and Darin
Glasser had the NFWH hits.

The loss e NFWB st 7-10 in the
LCBF and 1418 overall,




