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‘Old, seasoned soldier’ plans to defend his turf

Fhiree ruces are contested for Ouk-
fand County administrative offices
Aug. 4. Candidates for drain com-
missioner were profiled July 13
County rxecutive candidate profiles
witl appear Thursday.

By Jupirii DONEI BERNE
STAFF WRITER

Hie office Is a pig pen but a neat
one at that.

Oaklond County Sheriff Juhn Ni-
chols began collecting toy plgs

“when the hippics were culling the
palice pigs in the 19608.” A couple
of hurclred pepper his office from a
riant piggy bank to the one he be.
gon with - a hisck wrought iron
miniature.

He says the vast array serves
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Outspoken Sherlff: John Nichols says he has never feared for his life, except: “I wasn't too

happy during the war.”

moare than a decorative purpose.
“People come in mad and pretty
soan they're window shopping.”

Nichols has been entrenched ne
Oakland County sherff for cight
years, but is not taking his re-elec-
tion for granted. He is planning a
full campaign.

“I'm an old and seasoned soldier.
1 never underestimate my encmies,”
the silver-tongued Nichols says.

At 73, he doesn’t yet know what
he will spend to try and woa voters
agalnit hia August primary oppo-
nent, Paul Molin, a Beverly Hills
pollce equipment satesman. If sue-
cexsful, he'll take on Democtat Sey-
mour Hundley, Jr. of Troy in No-
vember.

Says he'll stay

He denles running only to resign
during his term, leaving it up to the
R torminated Liand

County Board of Commlssioners to
appoint his successor, *1 sure ns
hell wouldn't go through il this
trouble to run and then retire,” the
tell-ax-it-as-he-sees-it Nichols re-
sponds.

“1 have no plans of retlring unless
the good Lord calla mo to his stafl

— and I don't think he will."

‘The sherlfT's salary, $80,341, and
$49.5 million hudget is set by the
Oskland County Board. But, "My
boss Is the electorate. Every four
years you get a report cand.”

Nichols' police credentlals are
Impresaive: A uniformed patrol offi-
cer, he rose through the ranks to

. head the Detroit Police Departient

in 1970, He left to run against Cole-
man Young for mayor of Detzoit. “I
gave blm his closest race,” Nichols
nays, with obvious pride.

He served as undersheriff for
Osakland County for three years,
then resigned to become Farming-
ton Hllla police chief. He won elec-
tlon as sherifT in 1985,

He also has cxtensive military
service.

The combination of police and

military training helped shape the -

concept of an altermative to jall that
Nichols can endorse — the heavily
militaristlc Oakland County boot
camp.

He {a “100 percent for capital
punishment.” He [ against hall-
way houses and tethering prisoncrs.
But he offers proof that the boot
camp — begun in the fall of 1990
and which Just graduated its 10th

group of prisoners - is working.

Of 112 groduates, so far just six
have retumned to crime, Nichols:
sal

Its expansion is one of his priori-
ties along with increasing the num. |
ber of beds In the work-release pro-,
gram; fully implementing the new |
county-wide communlcations ays-
tem and sdding to the number of ©
communities serviced by the Sher-
ifT's Department such as Rochester '
Hills.

Out from under

His biggest sccomplishment, he
says, was getting the department
out from under s consent judgment;
based on s law suit filed by inmates
under Nichols' predecessor, Johan-
nas Spreen.

He heads a department of about
700, charged with & number of dif-

© ferent duties. Besldes the 120 depu-

tlea contracted to other communl-
ties, a marine division patrols Oak-
land County lakes, while other
officers police the courts, deliver
prhamn to the state and man the
jail,

Civilian rival strikes out at sheriff’s spendlng, age
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You've heard
the radio spots —
a sheriffs chul.
lenger  ridicules
the incumbent as
romeone who'd
rather attend A
parade than ad-
minister his de-
partment.

Pay no atien.

lhenﬂ'» race.

rr

+ In Ockland County, the shesiffs
pr!mnr} is much quieter.,

‘ Still, GOP challenger Paul Molin
1-n| nbove taking incumbent John
Nichols to task.

i "Far stattors, there's the depart-
Ingnt budget.

1 "lu growing out of control.”

Molin snid. "People throughout the
caunty are complaining they're pay-
ing moze aml getting lexs.™

re's also jiil overcrowding.

“We're acting like it isn't hop-
pening.” he soid.

Then, theee's the issue of the
sherilf's age.

Molin, a 40.ycar-old Beverly
Hills resident, Is young enough to
be the 73-year-old Nichols® son.

Hix implication: Nichols won't
serve cut his term, if elected, per-
binps leaving a hand-picked succes.
xar 1o run the department.

forcement and they very suictly
wish he (Nichols} would retire,”
Molin sald. "But notody in law en-
forcement in going ta go on the
recard about that,”

Some have questioned how many
friends Molin has in the law en-
forcement community.

“I've known him for several yeara,
but [ woulln't ssy he's that well
known,” Farmington Hills police
Chief Williom Dwyer said. Dwyer
added he wax afficially neutral in
the race.

Molinisn membev u! n\ﬂal po-

If anyone replaces the

liee the In.

incumbent, Molln believes ft  ternational Ansociation of Chiefs of
«houtd be him, Pulice, l\allnnul Sbmﬂ‘n Associn.
A i tun and Mi jation of

who sclls law enforcoment equip.
ment — including body armor — to
police departmenta, Molin in count-
ing on contacts he's made in his bl
to unseat Nichols.

“I bave n tot of friends in law en-

Chiefs of Pollce.

On budget issues, Molin said he
would work hard to assure services
were performed efficiently,

tle aluo favors expanding road pa-
tro) operations — n potential de.

partment money-maker.

As for tho jail, Molin favors his.
ing n non-profit corporation to build
a new facility — though he draws
the linc on privatization,

“ don‘t favor having a jail staffed
and operated outside the sheriffe
department, but [ think the voters
will support [t (the non-profit cor-
poration) as a new and better way of
hullding & jall.”

On other law enforcement Issues,
Molin favors greater training to
make officees mare senaltive [n han-
dling domestic disputes.

“Many officers don’t know what
they can do, what they should do,”
be sald.

He favora capitel punishment,
but only as part of a “comprehen-
sive program’ that strictly limits
the number nl’uplhl offenses.

"Unless [t's part of a comprehen.
sive program, 1 dan't see how any-
body can support it  hesald,

JINN STORUZAND/STAT? PIGTOCRAPHER

No problem: Paul Molin says the fact that he isn’t a cop is
no problem. All but his top officer “would rontmue to

answer to police.”

CAR LOAD PRIGE
i “EAHI.Y BIRD”

THURSDAY
JuLY 23 & 30,

For Each Person Coming into ZOO ina CAR LOAD!

AS MANYAS YOU CAN  got
FIT IN A CAR OR VAN, QW

51 szehlde

per
PARKING

GET TO THE Z0O EARLY AND STAY ALL DAY

BE A BIG

FISH.

10 sy 1o get your bank's undivided
atention
size of o geeat white shutk. Smalker com-
panies may be left o flounder on the hook.

Fyour business or practiee by the

And akng portnt—ieus voirreahig
fish, You'll get big atiention, higservice. and
the President’s phone numiber. 1 your big
pank Is treating vou like saal) fry, call

ﬁ
“Clean is El:d
_ clean
is clean”Ef:

We never charge extra
for heavily soiled areas. A
corpet deaners See heoh troffic o []

cmdﬂgc areos ond mmecaeely vm
m..w.'u‘ncinumm
nwl«mpm&mmﬂnam'ﬁw
P’ process Inhmscnnf'nu dn-hxe 0
2 ctepmethod Mmmd\gx A
p.v.rnpu-mnmm-n Yh’:Orﬂm! ‘ 19
pay one kw pnce
-h-hqhﬁm
waka sura cless is clean,

.
Py

wu-'l-m

Ongraz Sece 1999

HAG@PlAN 90,

CLEANING SERVICES
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Eranklin Hank’s Commercial Cheeking
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