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Dream of a party
is benefit for MS

To enlighten Social Eyes with information on up-
coming events involuing Greater West Bloomficld/
Lakes, Farmil and hfield ide call
442.2339 or mail information to Denise Lucas at The
Eccentric, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48009,

D Kkling lighta, suthentleally costumed Eliza.

Lethinn characters grecting gueats, 8 menu
that represented “the best of the chofs” and the mu-
nic of Mel Ball and Colours. Who could ask far any-
thing more?

The Multiple Sclerosls Society Michlgan Chepter
held ita thied annual summer gala Saturday at the
Stroh River Place in Detroit.

Dr. Claudo and Terry Ostor choited the "En.
chanted Foreat™ nairee, with restaurateers Matt
Prentice and Elwin Greenwald heading up the din-
ner commiitee. Local restauranta feeding moro than
400 aupporters of MS included Beverly Hills Grill,
Elwin'’s Tu-Go, Manuel's, Musashl, R.LK.'a the Res-
tauront, Morels, Golden Mushroom and Dell Unlque.

Marris and Sybil Fenkell were gala benefactors
while Weat Bloamite Bernlo Glieberman, Charies
Mascari snd Blll Jacobs were among the patrons of
the evening.

Major name dropping Included Gens and Mareln
Applcbaum of Arbor Drugs, Dr. Sonya Friedman of
Weat Bloomficld and California, Gerald MeDonald

ident of Manuf {Comezica Bank), Peter
and Sandy Burton (founders of the gala), Honorable
H11da Guge, and favorite sporta reporter Don Shano
and his beautiful wife, paychologist Mona of Weat
Bloomfield.

Berving an the entertalnment commlttes wero
Weat Bloomites Shelly Tauber and Gall Ball.

Other local commlttes members Included Sclange

1an who chaired the h |
transforming the River Place into a magical falryland
af gauze-tufted cellings, elaborate floral arrange-
menta and spruce trecn.

Pam Swift MeCarthy woa turning headsina
peinted-on backless black ized
with pilea of pratls and high-fashion purple suede
platform shoes. Pam was seen with former partner
Anna Strickstoln of Walled Lake who is now solo
owner of Strickly SwiRt (a custom dresa designing
company). Husbands Miko McCarthy in the boat
t

ozens of spruce trees covered with white twin.

| and Irving kstoln were king In
the food tasting. Pamela la now engaged In artwork,
weddinga and flowers.
Norman Measolinn was overheard d ing hls

golf gome at Onkland Hills while Patricia
McDonald, executive director of the Multiple Sclero-
ais Socicty Michigan Chapter, glowed with cxcite-
ment at the success of the evenlng.

Deasert favorito was Scbastlan's Apple Pie
amothered with ice cream and hot fudge. Toby Etkin
took a brownlo taste test between Ler Auteurs and
Home Sweet Home, Her conclusion: “They're both
wonderful."

Ricky Nederlandor was with her love interest Irv
Rubin, Rlcky ware a chlc colorful slik drees creative-
Iy, She Iaughlngly tumed her dress around to dia-
gulse the spota encountered during the evening.

Also supporting the cause were John Bloom of
Southfield, Davld Clappor of Orchard Lake, Sen.
Carl Levin, Larry and Carol Pliska and Joel and
Shelly Tauber.

“Everything here fa donsted,” commented chalr-
man Terry Oster. “The foou, the decorating, the In-
vitations, We need to raise money to find a cure for
MS.™

Brass act

A Detroit Symphony Orchestra Hall Musical Feast
celebration was held recently at the Farmington Hills
home of Marlanno and Dennls Ellassen. The own-
cru of Klancy's restaueant [n Farmington Hills had
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always tell them, would

you choose this life?

Every day 1 fear for my
job because I work for a

conservatjve company.
Would you choose a life
of religious persecution?
Would you choose a life
where people look at you
like you're the scum of the
earth?’

a lesbian

[ S

or even in adulth

T GRAVES

The discovery of being gay can happen at an early age,
ood, say these men and women, who

" she said, "and 1 couldn’t do’it
alone.”
Fortunately, though hee family ta still

deseribe the first aw of theirl

ality. dealing with it, Cathy said they've been

supportive. And for the first time,
Cathy hersell In finally come ta terms
with her homosexuality,

By Laniy 0°'CoNNOR
STAFF WRITER
entation iz expected to be a
wonderoun, magical moment.

such self-awarencas in fraught with anx-
iety, confusion and depreasion. Not sur-
sexuality [a considered to be one of the
leading causes of teen sulcide,
reallzo thase Initis! feellngs of shame
are brought an by a society where the
it's o learned behavior nd murally re-
pugnant.
choose this life?,” sald one woman, who
ia & leablan. "Every day I fear for my Job
pany. Would you choose a lifo of relig-
lous persecutlon? Would you choose a
the scum of the earth?”

The woman adda she's quite proud te
speak of the time of self-dircovery, to
actually “comling out,” as an ional

thuugh he began t sunpect st 7 he was
different.

‘The time in between can only be de-
scribed a8 a vortex of confuslon end
constant turmoil,

“I can vividly recall going to the
beach with my family and looking at
the guys inatead of the girls and being
attractet to the guyn,” sald Kelth, who
is o music teacher. “Well, | came to the
realizotivn what wna going on about the
time | waa in high schuol.

“I had a glelfriend, but 1 had strong
feelings for the guya 1 was hanging
around with, I kept praying, ‘God take
these feelings away.' ™

Waiting until his carly 208 to come
out was moile even more difficult by the
fact that he was raised in a strict Bap-
tint family. In between, Keith saya he
read o lot about the religicun issues

Ing h 0

T he discovery of onc's nexual ol
But in the goy community,
priningly, the dlscovery of one’s homo-
Many gays and lesbiana Iater come to
pervaslve view of homosexuality is that
“) always tell them, Would you
because 1 work for a conservative com-
life where people look at you like you're
be a gay. But she, along with other gayn,
Iy wrenching process.

Being different

Keith, 34, walted until his early 20s
to come out about his homoscxuality,

“I came to the realization God made
me the way T wan . . . God stll] loved
mens 1 om.” .

Suppressed feclings .

S always known, prolably since |

wans conscious as a sexual befng,” said
Cathy, 27, who works in restaurant
management. “I always knew women
attracted me more than men.”

And Cathy fought those feclings. She
went to a host of therapists, changed
churches from Roman Catholic to o
Pentacostal one in order to try and rid
hersell of what she percelved as aber.
rant behavior. .

Those methods of eradication didn't
work, leaving Cathy to grapple with the
emotiona and confusion of being “dif-
ferent.”

Cathy started to reslize in sccond
grade she wasn't the samo as other girls.
Only when she reached high school
could she put a label on It

Fram there, she began to explore her
sexuality discreetly,

“You can see two women in a grocery
store and people will think nothing of
It, ahe sald. *You sce two guys In shop-
plng together, people say, ‘Whoa.'”

Untlt aix months ago, Cathy was able
to keep her homosexunlity from her
family. Then she had to tell them. The
woman she loved died sudd

“Through it all,” she said, "I'm proud
of who 1 am.”

Dealing with it

John, who is in his mid-40s, became
aware of his homosexuality when he
was in his late teens. He waited 20
years to pursue It

“It wasn't overwhelming but it was
there,” he iald. *You become aware of
the duality. You don't consciously
chooae it . . . but you have to leam how
to deal with it.”

His chosen way to deal with kt was to
become immersed in his professionul
career, He also dated a number of wom:
en but added, “I never had the fecllngs
to take it to Ita logical conclusion {0
sexual relationship).”

‘Then four years ago, the intensity uf
what hed remaln repreased for 20 years
became 20 he couldn't deny it any long.
er. Ho began a relationship with enuth-
er man,

“I needed to deal with the grlef pro.
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Counselors to gays talk about genetic influence

By ETHEL S8IMMONS
STAFF WRITER

Are gays born with their sexual orientatiun alrendy

smaller aren of the hypothalamua, in the bratn)," he
said,
“Whether [t's genetic or not is not the tnaln issue,”

dotermined, or do they develop an for part-
ners of the same sex primarily through their lifo expe-
riencea?

Asked whether being gay in acquired or innnte, rev-
eral area counselors who work with gay men and wom-
en indicatad elther that both factors may be st wotk,
or that they think it's determined ot blrth,

A jon, a lesbian-gay communlty center in

See SOCIAL EYES, 3C

DNENr SUsaN Lucay
For Multiplo Sclarosls: Gala co-chairwom-
an and co-chairman Terry and Dr.
Claude Oster.

Ferndale, refer those who requent counseling to a
number of profesaianal theraplsts in the area. Several
of these gave theie views for this article.
Reganding his gay clients, “I do belleve there Ina
f 1t A

0] 1, noting that prejudice still exists
whether someone [s bom a certain way or not, for ex-
ample, In being born black.

When It comes to environmental factors, Baver said
classical paychoanalytical thinking — the daminant.
mother influence < doean’t anawer all the questions,
“although in some cases that I an fasuc. You can't
any, ‘IUa this or that.” You have to have a mare flexible
approach to the whole problem.”

Becauso ho is a speciallst In sexual dysfunction,
Bavoer sald that at one cllnle, “Everything sexual was
ansigned to me.” He added, he does not mean to imply
that gays are dysfunctional but that, My experience

B 3 or genetic to theirh

uality,” aald Howard Baver of Southfield, o paycholo-
glat at tho Center for Contemporary Paychology in
Birmingham. “But you can't discount the environ-
tmental aspecta, [ belleve [Lisn of the

has grown as a result of my worklng with gay men and

two,
He streused that gays often come to counneling for
many of the aame reasons that nongays ilo — for de-
preaalon, anxiety and couplea counaeling. They are
not neceasarily struggling with probiems of theis nexu-
ol orientatlon,

Genetie factor

Research coming out today points up the genetlc
Infiuencos, Baver said. “They're Lalking In terms of

the size of the brain (gay men supposcdly have a

Seven years ugo he formed 8 men's suppott group,
the Gay Connection, which meeta the thind Tuesday
of the month in s banquet room at Diane's Painte
Bar-B-Q in Madlson Helghts. The group la apen toall
gay men,

n counseling homosexuals, “My purpuse is to help
them deal with thelr lfestyle and live 8 more fulfilling
lifestyle,” Baversald.

Byageof3

The question of whether belng gay is genetic arac-
quired is answered simply by Dale Ross, a soclal
worker in private practice in Southfield: *“The only
studies that scem valid show by the age of 3 sexual
otientation [s elready In place.”

D Ing the inft of 1 fac-
tors, he sald, “There’s also the question, ‘Can gays

ited?’ By that informatl by3),
that is not possible.”

I you ask why gays are gay, you should ask why are
heterosexuals heterosexual, he said.

“1 sce it (boing gay) as an orientation rather than a
preference. Those feelings ate glven. 1 tell them all of
their feelings are OK, bul what they da with those
feelings may or tmay not be helpful for them and oth-
ers,” Ross aaid.

He uald he is not sure [ homosezuality is a combi.
nation of both herdity and environment but, “1 clon’t
question whether they should bo sexual or not.”
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